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EUONYMIN. 


SOME OBSERVATIONS UPON ITS ACTION, ILLUSTRATING 
THE VALUE OF A SINGLE PHYSIO- PATHOLOGICAL 
SYMPTOM, 





By E. M. Haz, M.D., Curcago, In1. 


Before entering upon the subject-matter of this paper, 
the writer desires to call attention to the valuable work 
recently issued, entitled ‘‘ An Experimental Research on 
the Physiological Action of Drugs on the Secretion of 
Bile,” ” William Rutherford, M.D., F.R.S. Edinburg: 
1880. Dr, Rutherford, aided by his two pupils, Vignal 
and Dodds, entered upon the experiments which are de- 
tailed in this volume, with a determination to ascertain 
the exact value of certain drugs supposed to influence 
the secretion of bile. After showing that clinical expe- 
rience is very untrustworthy, and previous experiments 
not wholly reliable, they decided to adopt the following 
improved plan of experimentation. Briefly, it was as 
follows : 

“The dog was selected. 1. Because the size of the 
common bile duct renders it possible to introduce a can- 
ula with an orifice sufficiently large to prevent its being 
blocked up by particles of inspissated mucus from the 
gallbladder. 2. For the reason that its digestion re- 
sembles that of man, inasmuch as its stomach becomes 
er the process is completed. * * # 

“The selection of the dog has proved fortunate, for 
the results of our experiments are in complete harmony 
with every perfectly ascertained fact regarding the ac- 
tion of medicinal nts on the human liver, and prove 
that the liver of this animal is affected in the same 
sense—although it may not be in the same degree—by 
substances that act on the human liver. All the exper- 
iments having been performed on animals of the same 
species, pl as nearly as possible under similar con- 
ditions, the results are fairly comparable ; although it 
must be borne in mind that, just as no two members of 
the human species can, even in their normal condition, 
be ed as equally susceptible to the influence of 
any medicinal agent, neither can any two members of 
the canine species be held to possess identical suscepti- 
bilities. All the animals had a full meal of lean meat 
at three or four o’clock in the afternoon, and the exper- 
iment was begun between nine and ten o’clock on the 
following morning, so that the digestion and absorption 
of the food was completed, and the animal was therefore 
in a fasting condition. 

“This was an essential preliminary ; for, as is well 
known, the secretion of bile is accelerated during the 
process of digestion ; and had we taken the amount of 
bile secreted per hour during digestion, as an index of 
the activity of the liver previous to the administration 
of a drug, our experiments would necessarily have been 
worthless, The disturbing effect of irregular muscular 
movements upon the biliary flow was prevented by in- 


| jecting into a vein small doses of Curare, repeated at 
intervals, when the motor paralysis which it induces 
| became too slight. In consequence of the Curare palsy, 
| artificial respiration was had recourse to, and maintained 
|at regular intervals throughout the whole experiment. 
| Chloroform was used during the preliminary operation 
| in two cases, but the stimulation of the liver which it 
|induced rendered the experiments worthless. On the 
| other hand, we have abundantly proved that the doses 
|of Curare, administered in the following experiments, 
| have no influence on the biliary secretion, and do not 
| interfere with the effects of hepatic stimulants. It is 
therefore an exceedingly valuable auxiliary in a research 
of this nature. 

“‘The method of experiment we adopted was always 
that of a temporary biliary fistula. Through an opening 
in the linea alba, a glass canula was inserted into the 
common bile duct, near its junction with the duodenum, 
and tied therein. To the end of the canula projecting 
from the abdomen a short caoutchouc tube was attached, 
and to the free end of this a short glass tube, drawn to 
a narrow aperture, so that the bile might drop from it, 
as Réhrig (Op. VI.) had recommended, The gall-bladder 
was then compressed, in order to fill the whole tubing 
with bile, and the cystic duct was clamped to prevent its 
return to the gall-bladder, and so compel all the bile 
secreted by the liver to flow through the canula. The 
wound in the abdominal wall was then carefully closed, 
and in all save the earliest experiments the anima] was 
thoroughly covered with cotton-wool, in order to quickly 
| restore it to its normal temperature ; and, guided by a 
| thermometer in the abdominal cavity, great care was 

taken to keep the temperature normal—a matter of no 
‘small importance ; for if the temperature fall several 
d , the liver secretes more slowly. 

‘The respiration requires to be maintained with reg- 
ularity, otherwise the biliary flow is rendered somewhat 
unequal by irregular diaphragmatic compression of the 
liver. -Moreover, if the respiration be deficient, the 
secretion of bile is always diminished. Some of the 
slight oscillations observable in the charts of the biliary 
secretion in these experiments are probably owing to 
variations in the respiration ; for in the earlier experi- 
ments we were obl to have the respiratory bellows 
moved by hand, this is never so Jar as a ma- 
chine, otwithstanding this, however, the main results 
of these experiments are perfectly clear. 

‘‘Until it is attempted, one might suppose that this 
mode of experiment is extremely simple, but it is by no 
means so simple as it appears. It is needful to manipu- 
late the abdominal viscera with great care, and to avoid 
all dragging at the bile-duct ; otherwise the secretion of 
bile becomes so irregular that the experiment may be 
useless. The canula must be very carefully retained in 
a position which will permit its moving with the dia- 
P , but will prevent it from twisting the duct, and 
thus impeding the exit of the bile by forming a valve at 
its orifice. 

“‘ Rohrig estimated the velocity of the biliary secretion 








by counting the seconds that elapsed between the fall of 
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the drops from the orifice of the tube. A single trial 
convinced us that this method is extremely laborious, 
and leads to inaccurate results, because it does not per- 
mit of continuous observations for any length of time. 
Variations in secretion often occur independently of the 
administration of any substance, and it is impossible to 
estimate their significance, and make due allowance for 
them, unless the method of continuous collection of the 
bile be adopted. Moreover, we soon found that the 


degree of viscosity of the bile caused a variation in the | 


size of the drops, and, therefore, in the intervals be- 
tween their fall. We therefore abandoned this for the 
more accurate method of allowing the bile to flow into 
a fine cubic centimeter measure and recording the quan- 
tity secreted every quarter of an hour. In addition to 
constant collection of the bile, this method has the t 
advantage of permitting a graphic representation of the 
results.” 

The experiments are illustrated by cuts showing the 
rise or fall of the bile current. They are similar to 


those cuts used to illustrate the rise and fall of human 


temperature in fevers. I append one of the cuts—show- 
ing the tracings—illustrating the action of Huonymin on 
the liver, also the text explaining the experiment. 
‘Experiment 28. Dog that had fasted 24 hours. 
Weight 23.8 kilogrammes. (Fig 28.)—The unusually 
long fast resulted from the animal having refused to 
take food on the afternoon of the day preceding the ex- 
riment. It was probably owing to this circumstance 
t the secretion of bile was so low at the beginning 
of the experiment. 


Fig. 28. 


0 
1 2 3 4 5 6 
Secretion of bile before and after “‘euonymin.” 1.1 cc. bile 
and 3 cc, water injected into the duodenum at d. The 
same five grains “‘euonymin” injected at ¢. 


Avtorsy.—Stomach contracted, mucous membrane 
normal. The “euonymin” had extended along about a 
third of the small intestine. The mucous membrane of 
the upper third was extremely vascular. Mucous flakes 
were scattered over the surface, and the whole ap - 
ance of the membrane reminded us of the eff of 

lophyllin. But notwithstanding the very obvious irri- 

tion, the intestine at this part contained only a small 
quantity of a watery fluid. © remainder of the intest- 
= was dry and contracted, without any signs of irrita- 
on. 


Results of Experiments with “ Euonymin.’’—1., Five 


graine of “evonymin,” when mixed with a small’ quan- 
ty of boiling water and placed in the duodenum, pow- 
erfally stimulated the liver. The analysis of the bile 
secreted before and after “enonymin” was lost. 2. Co- 
incident with the action of the liver there was 
only a t increase of intestinal secretion. Seeing 
that Mr. ¢ “euonymin” to be an active 
purgative in the human subject, these experiments sug- 
gest that the tive effect may be chiefly due to in- 
creased secretion of bile. At any rate these experiments 
clearly show that this substance is worthy of receiving 
far greater attention in practical medicine than it has 
done hitherto.” 

These experiments, which were carried out with great 
labor and scientific exactness, will be of infinite value to 
physicians of all schools, but more especially to those 
who recognize the law of Similia as the universal law of 
cure. Those also who understand the true ‘‘ Law of 
Dose,” as deduced from the primary and secondary 
actions of d , will be greatly aided in their prescrip- 
| tions of these hepatic remedies. 

Rutherford records some facts which prove conclu- 
sively that these hepatic drugs have a double action, 
the one exactly opposed to the other, namely : (1) That, 





whereas small, or medium doses always produced a 
physiological increase of bile-flow, massive doses de- 
|creased or completely arrested the secretion of bile. 
|(2) That when a drug produced active increase of the 
intestinal secretions, it decreased the secretion of bile. 
| (8) That the primary increase of bile was often followed 
| by a corresponding suspension of the secretion for a 
|longer or shorter period. These observations are in 
| accordance with my teachings regarding the pathogen- 
| etic actions of medicines, and from which I deduce the 
following axiom relating to the selection of the dose: 
(1) Whem the symptoms of a disorder resemble the 
primary action of a drug, prescribe that drug in the 
smallest rational dose. 

IUustration.—The primary action of Podophyllin was 
| found to cause an increase of the secretion and flow of 
| bile of a thin character, with colic, nausea, and irritation 
of the intestinal mucous membrane, especially the colon 
and rectum, with congestion and inflammation of the 
liver. For this condition the dose should not be below 
the 3x trit. or dil., if we desire prompt curative action. 
The secondary action of Podophyllin causes constipation, 
with arrested or retarded secretion of bile, with jaun- 
dice, hepatic enlargement, etc., or profuse choleraic 
discharges, with suppressed biliary secretion. For this 
condition the drug must be prescribed in more appreci- 
able, yet small doses, as the y}5, 7s, gy, vy, OF yy Of a 
grain (I mean enough of the 1x or 2x trit. to make either 
of the above-mentioned doses), repeated at suitable in- 
tervals. 

This law of dose will apply to all the hepatic remedies 
whose primary and secondary action is similar to that 
mentioned above. There are some drugs which cause 
hepatic symptoms in a reverse order. 

As the relative power of the drugs experiment- 
ed with by Dr. Rutherford, it is exceedingly interesting 
to compare their action by consulting the following list 
of indigenous drugs, which I copy from the monograph. 
The drugs are mentioned in the order of their relative 
inherent power : 

rescetgain, per cent. of bile above normal 


“ 
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“ 
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The table shows that Podophyllin caused the greatest 
amount of bile discharged during a given time ; but the 
doses were larger than the doses of Huonymin, although 
the former is a very much more powerful drug. So 
with other drugs ; - A seem to show a higher a 
of power, but, considering the relative potency of all 
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the drugs (I mean the inherent power per grain) as 
disturbers of the general system, the Huonymin may be 
considered the most powerful in its pure, specific action, 
and in its influence over the secretion and expulsion of 
bile from the liver. 

It is interesting to note the different behavior of the 
discharge of bile under the influence of these drugs. 
Some — a steady, Meh tie nome others a We d, 

werful ‘‘spurt,” or rise in the tracing; while a 
SS cause an intermittent discharge. "The latter two 
peculiarities are especially noticeable in the case of 

in. The above tracing beautifully illustrates 
the effect of in on the secretion of bile. Note 
the sudden high rise, then the slight arrest, followed 
by the still higher rise, and the intermittent flow during 
the gradual decrease. Another interesting feature in 
this proving is, that, on post mortem, the wu: third of 
the mucous membrane of the small intestines—in the 
two experiments —- was found to be highly vascular, and 
covered with flakes of mucus, while the lower two-thirds 
was dry. In the experiments with P. in, ‘‘the 
mucous membrane of the stomach and whole length of 
the small intestines was intensely red, and contained a 
large quantity of fluid; in another case the mucous | 
membrane of the duodenam was intensely vascular.” | 
This is what we might deduce from the provings of | 
that drug, judging from the symptoms in our Materia | 
Medica. 








CLINICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


We have no provi of Huonymin made in the usual 
manner of our school. Eclectic authorities have re- 
corded that in doses of one-half drachm ( 3 ss) it causes 
‘nausea, vomiting and purging.” Dr. Payne says the 
same dose taken him caused ‘‘all the symptoms of 
cholera morbus.” In the “ noon Oy poner Mat. Med.,” is 
a case reported of a man who took 18 seeds of the Huony- 
mus Huropeus one evening, and 18 the following morn- 
ing. “He was seized with frightful abdominal pains and 
profuse diarrhea, eventually bloody. He was not seen 
till evening when he was in a state eS collapse, 
with involuntary evacuations of bl and mucus. On 
lifting him up, tetanic convulsions were induced, which 
immediately preceded death.” ‘‘ King’s Disp.” records 
that the seeds of the Huonymus Americanus are a vio- 
lent emetic and p ive. The seeds are doubtless 
more powerful than the bark, but the crude tincture or 
infusion of the bark is a powerful drug, for the following 
symptoms are fecorded in my ‘‘ Symptomatology of New 
Remedies,” and were collected from various sources, 
namely : ‘‘ Deathly sickness of the stomach, with perspi- 
ration and heat in face ; violent catharsis with deathlike 
nausea ; excessive tormina; prostration and cold sweats; 
evacuations violent, profuse, with much fiatus.” It 
is true that large doses of the in would cause all 
these violent symptoms, but I think that in the process 
of separating the so-called active principle, from the crude 
bark, much of the acrid and irritating property is elim- 
inated. The same occurs with other drugs, ¢. g., Quin- 
ine. The taste of Huonymin has nothing about it re- 
minding one of the pungent, acrid, and burning taste of 
the mother tinctures or the powdered bark. Ruther- 
ford suggests that if Huonymin causes purgation, it does 
so by agg | hey of bile, which is a powerful 
purgative. may true of Huonymin, but I be- 
lieve the crude bark or tincture has, aside from its chol- 
agogue effect, an irritant action on the small intestines 
of the same nature as Podophyllum, but not in the | 
same Ihave used the and 8x dilution of 
tincture of Hwonymus in profuse and painful diarrhea 
and cholera morbus and cholera infantum, and find it 
equal to Podoph. or Verat. alb. Eclectic authorities 
claim that Hwonymin is very useful and efficient in the 
same affection, but my experience with it in such condi- 
tions is limited to a few cases. In another class of dis- 
orders, however, I have, during the last few years, used 
the lower triturations of Huonymin, with unqualified 
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success, and I have selected it—homeopathically, basing 
my selection on its one physio-pathological symptom, 
namely, a profuse and irregular flow of bile (primary) 
followed by its natural sequence—a scanty or suppressed 
secretion of bile. 

ili. . This condition, so well known to the 
laity as well as to physicians, is characterized by such 
symptoms, as general malaise, a yellow or brown tongue, 
bitter or coppery taste in the mouth, headache, gener- 
ally frontal, worse in the morning,or sometimes occipital, 
vertigo, dark spots before the eyes, disinclination for 
mental or physical labor, dark urine, constipation, or 
loose fcecal, offensive evacuations, and muddy complex- 
ion. These symptoms are usually treated by homeopa- 
thists with Nuz vom., Bry., Merc., or Podoph. By the 
allopathic school with Blue Mass or Calomel, followed 
by bitter-water, or some saline purge. Both methods 
are palliative, but not completely curative. The former 
method is by far the best. But I have had better suc- 
cess with ymin than with any other remedy. I 
find a few grains of the 1x trit. three times a day amply 
sufficient. After forty-eight hours if the bowels do not 
move normally and the tongue is cleaning, I advise two 
or three ounces of bitter-water in the morning before 
breakfast. I use the 1x trit. because this condition sim- 
ulates the secondary effects of Huonymin. Per contra, 
if the patient has a yellowish-white tongue, some nausea 


| and griping in the bowels, with loose yellow or greenish 


stools, which burn the rectum, the 5x or 6x is prescribed, 
because these symptoms show an cate secretion 
and expulsion of bile, thus simulating the primary 
effect of Huonymin. In children of all ages, who are 
especially prone to this form of biliousness, or bilious 
diarrhea, with congestion and irritation of the small in- 
testines, Huonymin 6x trit. acts more promptly and hap- 

ily than any other drug, unless some special symptoms 
Indicate Mere. Dule., Iris., or Podoph. It is a notable 
fact, which any physician can verify, that if he pre- 
scribes Huonymin to his bilious patients to whom he 
has usually given Nuz, Bry., Merc., Podoph. or Iris, 
he will find that nearly all will testify that they prefer 
Euonymin to any of the above, for t “y soon recognize 
its prompt, happy action, and its excellent effect upon 
their condition, especially in its power of restoring nor- 
mal appetite and digestion. Many of my readers will 
recollect the cases of Albuminuria reported by Dr. W. 
H. Holcombe, and incorporated in the last edition of 
‘* Therapeutics of New Remedies.” The curative effects 
were brilliant, and the drug selected solely on account 
of its power over the secretion of bile. 

Referring to the hepatic and intestinal disorders of 
children, it must be remembered that the liver is much 
larger and more irritable in the very young than at any 
other age. Huonymin is, par nce, the acea of 
these disorders in children, But it must be used intel- 

ntly and in accordance with my law of dose, when it 
1 act most happily. There are three conditions char- 
acterized by peculiar symptoms in which it is indicated. 

1. In children, especially in summer, when the bowels 
are disordered—the passages green, yellow, or olive- 
colored, colic, nausea, vomiting of bile, or food mixed 
with bile, some fever, loss of appetite, indigestion, es- 
pecially of milk, languor and stupor, with pale, yellow, 
or earthy complexion—no remedy with which I am ac- 

uain acts so favorably on this state as Huonymin, 
| the 3x to the 6x trituration, frequently repeated. 
It is ible the higher triturations may be efficacious, 
but hone never tried them. 

2. Every one who has had much to do with gastro-in- 
testinal diseases of children have observed the peculiarly 
variable appearance of the stools and vomit. ‘‘ No two 

are alike” is the common report of the nurse. 
At one time they are green, then white, then watery or 
yellow, and the vomit just the same. Pulsatilla is said 
to be indicated for this, but I have succeeded better with 
Huonymin 3x trit. I believe this variability to be due to 
an irregular secretion and expulsion of bile, and for this 
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Rutherford’s experiments show Huonymin to be the 
similimum. In very young children the 8x trit. re- 
peated in one grain doses every three hours, ch: 

the character of the stools to a normal color and consist- 
ency. In older patients the 2x is required. 

8. In children or adults there often occurs the follow- 
ing group of symptoms : after a sudden attack of vomit- 
ing and purging of bilious matters—sometimes, how- 
ever, without this first stage—we find the stools clay- 
colored, white, gray or watery and colorless, and very 
offensive ; there is some ging or nausea, the urine is 
high colored, strong smelling, and contains bile ; the 
food is not digested ; there . great prostration; the 
complexion is sallow, or jaundiced, and the expression 
dull and listless. Here the hepatic cells fail to elimi- 
nate biliary matters from the blood, and it seeks outlets 
through the skin and kidneys. Often the brain is | 
soned and we have marked bilemia. Benzoic acid has | 
often done me good service in these cases, but I have | 
found the 1 x trit. of Huonymin to act more satisfac- 
torily. This condition is such an one as we might | 
expect would arise from an overstimulation of the liver 
with large doses of Huonymin, a reaction or secondary | 
effect. Consequently the law of dose calls for the 
lowest trituration or material doses. In the jaundice of 
adults due to 

4. Biliary Caleuli or Concretions, the solid con- 
stituents of the bile are in excess. If such constituents 
are crystalizable we have Caleuli, if not, we have con- | 
cretions, in the form of tarry, tough balls, often in great | 
numbers. The indications of treatment are to increase 
the fluid portion of the bile, making it thinner, and thus 
dissolving the solid matters, or washing them out of the 
gall bladder. After they have formed, and obstruct the 
gall duct, the use of large doses of Olive Oil will aid in 

eir expulsion ; but we should at the same time give 
hepatic remedies which thin the bile. Chelidonium is 
the chief remedy for this condition, although Rutherford 
says Podoph., [ridin and nearly all the drugs he experi- 
mented with, have this effect. I believe Huonymin has 
this effect sory | with Chelid., although unfortunately, 
the analysis of the bile after the use o nymin, was 
lost. I think I have ee revented the formation of biliary 
calculi in many cases, by the use of both Chelid. and Huo- 
nymin with greater certainty than any other medi- 
cine. But we do not get good effects with doses higher 
than the 1x or Y trituration in material quantities, re- 
peated every three hours. 

5. Malarious Diseases. In true malarious disorders, 
notably those which cause intermittents, the poison in 
the blood paralyzes the hepatic cells. It often primarily 
irritates them, causing them to secrete an abnormally 
acrid bile, which results in bilious vomiting and catharsis. 
After this always comes paresis, with a whole train of 
symptoms, such as occur under bilemia. Careful ob- 
servers are aware that so long as this “‘ bilious” condi- 
tion exists it is impossible to cure the ague or fever, but 
as soon as the tongue clears, and the stools become nor- 
mal, the fever is easily subdued or the paroxysm arrested. 
This fact accounts for the ill success of the unscientific 
treatment of both schools ; the old with their routine of 
Quinine ; the new, with the fruitless chase for the spe- 
cific in each case. While =e in practice in the 
State of Michigan when four-fifths of all my cases were 
malarious fever I observed that the country people used 
an infusion or a maceration of the bark of the ‘‘ Wahoo” 
(Huonymus) in whiskey as a remedy for ague. It cer- 
tainly succeeded after all other drugs failed, especially 
after the abuse of Quinine, for Quinine injures the liver 
as seriously, and in a similar mannertomalaria. Taking 
the hint from this domestic practice I used to give the 
tincture of the bark in appreciable doses, in alternation 
with homeopathic anti-periodic remedies, and with sat- 
isfactory results. I would advise those who have to deal 
with miasmatic, intermittent or remittent fevers, that 








they give Huonymin 1x trit. dcses of 2 gts. every two 
hours, until the tongue cleans and the secretions become 


normal. Then and not till then, select the similimum 
for the paroxysms, namely : Quinine, Arsenicum, Cedron, 
Gelseminum, Alstonia, or one of the few anti- periodic 
remedies in our Materia Medica. 

This plan will insure success, and we shall escape the 
opprobrium of allowing our patients to pass out of our 
hands into those of the Philistines, or their own resort 
to hae abuse of Quinine. 

Dyspepsia. This protean disorder depending, as it 

does upon a great many pathological conditions of the 
a, liver and nervous system, needs for its suc- 
ome treatment a host of medicines, When, however, 
it depends upon hepatic disorders, as it does in this 
country, in very many cases, we find in Euonymin its 
most powerful remedy. The symptoms for which I have 
found it most useful, are those which usually accompa- 
ny slow and imperfect digestion, namely : sense of un- 
natural satiety, bloat of the stomach, sour, acrid, or bit- 
ter eructations, vomiting or regurgitation of food, head- 
‘ache after eating, sluggish or irre; oe peed action of the 
bowels, foul coated tongue, and breath. I usually 
rescribe two or three grains of a low trituration one 
coor before each meal. Its curative action is often gen- 
erally aided by giving a few grains of Pepsine just be- 
fore meals. If the digestion ful—a hard, press- 


oF pe 
ing, aching pain soon after m Bismuth 1x, a few 


| grains, instead of Pepsine. If the pain comes on three 
or four hours after eating give Nuz or Lye 

Finally, I use Huonymin in many other a ections due 
directly or indirectly to hepatic disorder, but the limits 


| of this paper will not allow further experience. 


WHAT HAVE THE POTENOIES DONE? 


8. A. Jones, M.D., ANN ARBOR. MICH. 


This question receives a saw? answer in a paper 
which was presented by Dr R. Arndt at the last ses- 
sion of the Michigan Homeopathic Medical Society. In 
preparing his paper, Dr. Arndt examined over seven 
thousand cases, which are reported as follows: Ruck- 
ert’s Clinic 4, 216, Raue’s Record, 2,111, American hom- 
ceopathic journals (from January, 1880, to April, 1881), 
686. He classifies these cases as follows : 

(a.) ** All cases treated by remedies below the sixth 
attenuation, inclusive of ‘crude’; under ‘crude’ are 
arranged infusions, mother tinctures, simple solutions of 
solubles in water, or other menstrual, and similar - p- 
arations into which the idea of ‘ potentization ’ did not 
enter.” 

®) Frgm He Oe tp fhe ee. 


“ue 


425 
- 1,760 
- 478 


(d.) ', > = 965 
(e.) Higher than the 30th, 215 
4,216 
Raue affords the subjoined results : 


339 

(e.) Higher than the 30th, 780 

“S11 
The journals supply the modicum “tan 
(a.) Crude, 


o 


(b.) 


Ist to 6th, 
6th “ 12th, 


Further details I may not give, as the paper is the 
property of the society, and is to appear in its third vol- 
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ume of Transactions. The above data are now pre- 
sented because a discussion of the paper after its read- 
ing was suppressed in the interest of, or from pity for, 
two poor little ‘‘ Internationals” who always flee from 


facts and figures to fiction—a ‘‘ fatal error” of the most 
t 


is reluctance to give account for the faith that in 
them is was the more remarkable on this occasion, inas- 
much as Dr. Arndt’s paper had given the audience the 
following succulent tid-bit : 

‘Of the high attenuation proper, we find the largest 
number recorded in the Medical Advance. The twenty- 
seven cases treated with the 100,000th potency are dis- 
tributed as follows : 

North American Swe Ae wy of Homeopathy, : 
- 4 
‘+. = © 19” 

With violet-like modesty the editor of the Adrance 
hung his head “‘ and blushed to find it fame.” Of course, 
as an editor he was not bound to defend these aérial ‘‘ po- 
tencies” : but as an ‘‘ International” he was obliged to 
defend them in the discussion. 

The other ‘‘ International” did the occasion fully as 
‘*proud.” He said, in his paper on ‘‘The Minimum 
Dose,” that it was like Paddy’s fiea : a devil of a bother 
and yet noone could put their finger on it. He also 
said that Dunham fixed the minimum dose at the 3d dilu- 
tion. A friend of Dr. Dunham’s put in an involuntary 
“WHERE?” The “International ” gave no reply ! 

But let us turn to the figures. We will divide them 
into classes—the material doses and the dynamic. Ma- 
terial doses will include from the crude substance to the 
12th dilution ; dynamic doses will range from the 12th 
dilution heavenwards. 

Crude,—Ruckert, - - - 
ay Raue, . ad 2 


110 
“ Journals, - - 59 


ist to 6th,—Ruckert, 
retary Raue, 
Journals, 


“ow 


6th to 12th,—Ruckert, 
aon 


Journals, 


The grand total is 4,011 cases for material doses. 
This leaves for dynamic doses a grand total of 3,002 
cases. 

The doing of the potencies then is 57 per cent. for ma- 
terial doses, and 42 per cent. for dynamic. 

Of the doing of the material doses we have 8.4 per 
cent. for the crude, and 9.9 per cent. for potencies from 
the 30th to the 200th. Shade of Boeninghausen, how 
comes this thusly ? 


But the bulk of the work has been done with poten- | 


cies ranging from the Ist to the 6th, and from the 24th 
to the 30th. Dr. Arndt gives us these figures : 
ist to the 6th cases - 2,815 
Mth tothe 30th, - - 1,489 
This is 40 per cent. for potencies from the Ist to the 
“, and 20 per cent. for potencies from the 24th to the 


That two spineless ‘‘ Internationals” should procure 
the suppression of a discussion of this paper is a striking 
instance of the instinct of self-preservation : but, O, my 
spineless friend, when can a man lay hold of Truth if he 
turns his back upon her ! 

The Pharisaic ‘‘ Internationals” must not ‘‘dodge” 
the conclusions which every reader will deduce from 
these figures. As an *‘ International” each one claims 
to have a purer practice, to exercise a greater precision 
in selecting the remedy, and to administer those poten- 


cies which are the most effectual, and yet the grand | slig 
doses, and 42 per cent. ling document. Every representative of this therapeutic 


result is 57 per cent. for material 








for dynamic. We give the ‘‘ International” the best 
percentage by allowing him all the potencies which in- 
clude the hypothesis of the ‘‘spiritualization” of the 
remedy, and even then he is left in the rear. Alas, it is 
one thing to claim super-excellence, and a widely differ- 
ent thing to evince it in deeds. Acta non verbis ; and 
the record of history is against you, my emphysematous 
‘* International.” 

On the other hand, my hard-headed materialistic 
friend, the lesson of history must not be lost upon you. 
42 per cent. of DOING with dynamic doses means some- 
thing. It plainly tells that dynamic doses have a poten- 
cy, a purpose, and that there és for them a place. If not 
in your office, then your office is incomplete, and not all 
the sophistry ible can make it otherwise. 

But, if feverish immaterialists ever again begin to 
vapor about the ‘‘ minimum dose,’’ tell them that you can 
find the cwrative dose fifty-seven times in a hundred to 
their forty-two times in a hundred ; tell them that the 
dose was discovered when it was found that no medical 
Ho-ti need burn a house in order to roast a pig. 


SUPPLY BUREAU. 


By A REGULAR INDEPENDENT. 
The following circular has just been handed me : 


Dear Doctor :— The members of the regular medica! profession, 
both in this country and in Europe, have long been discussing the 
subject among themselves, and in their medical societies, as to how 
they could best protect themselves, their patients, and their practice. 

ists have made rapid progress in the ular con- 
fidence of the people. They number the wealthy and the intelligent 
among their patrons. 

The brilliant success of homceopathy to-day is largely due to the 
three following causes : 

. ve from their own pocket cases the medicine designed 
at each visit. 
ine is always in a most palatable form. 
ts are saved the annoyance of sending to a drug 


ysician. 

purpose of thus aiding the profession in the United States 

and Canada, a number of gentlemen have formed an association, 
and created a Medical and we ae pe Any 
dress, through which you may order obtain promptly any article 
desired in the practice of medicine and surgery. * * * * 
Now, I am informed by the gentleman who called on 
me in behalf of this ‘‘ Bureau,” that the homeopathic 
physicians of this city and elsewhere have been very 
—— waited upon in the same cause, and that they 
ave uniformly endorsed the enterprise, and promised it 
their patronage, which, indeed, it is stafed, they have 
already extended to it to a considerable extent. If this 
is so, then the only logical inference is that homeopaths 
are—as they have so frequently been dubbed by their 
opponents—either knaves or fools. For if they actually 
believe that the statements made in the above circular 
express the whole truth, or even a greater part of the 
truth, in regard to the causes which have insured the 
** brilliant success” and ‘‘ rapid progress” of homaopa- 
thy, if, I say, they are, either through willfulness or 
ignorance, ready to admit that this is all there is in this 


| great principle, that has, during the present century, 


commanded the attention, respect, and, in very many 
instances, the unqualified support of some of the finest 
minds in the profession, then, in view of the position 
they maintain toward the public, as well as toward their 
professional brethren, how can they be considered other- 
wise than as foolish or knavish? 

It is very difficult to conceive how a homeopathic 
physician could be so unsophisticated as to see nothing 
out of the way in the circular in question. One would 
suppose that they would, to a man, express the utmost 
indignation at the tenor of it, and, far from giving it the 
Fest approval, condemn it at once as a most insult- 
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principle (I will not call it new, for it is not new, dating 
back to Hippocrates) should respect his convictions, or 
he cannot expect others to res them. It is a principle 
that has grown and joe tes pa by virtue of its own 
inherent force, as a guiding law of positive curative val- 
ue. Consciously or unconsciously it is to-day utilized by 
the profession generally, without distinction of schools, 
although carried to a far greater degree of perfection, 
and practiced more openly, by the so-called homeopathic 
body. Universality of application is claimed for it only 
by Ceeunticin and fanatics, whose range of vision is too 
hopelessly narrow to lead one to expect that they will 
ever take a broader view of things. It is practiced and 
defended by truly scientific and progressive minds only 
as one of the therapeutic principles of the day. Just 
how wide its sphere of application really is cannot be 
decided by argument, but must be determined by its 
constant and intelligent use at the bed-side. From a 
scientific point of view it makes no difference whether 
the name ‘“‘ homeopathic” is retained or dropped ; the 
principle has a vitality of its own that will enable it to 
survive all changes, all ridicule and opposition, and to 
progress steadily, until it has established for itself a 
permanent place in therapeutic science, or has become 
merged in higher laws, of which it is the prototype. 

Iam not writing as a partisan of homeopathy ; I am 
not even a member of that body. Hard study and care- 
ful observation have convinced me of the truthfulness 
of the homeopathic principle, and every day’s practice 
strengthens me in my conviction. I am opposed to 
sectarianism in medicine, and endeavor to combat it 
all I can. I do not, however, mean to see the truth 
compromised in the manner that is aimed at in the cir- 
cular I inclose to you. Itis a misrepresentation, 
whether with malice aforethought or not I do not pre- 
tend to say. Iam surprised that the parties concerned 
should have the audacity to present such a document to 
a respectable homeopathic physician, and still more 
astonished that said homeopaths should, in a single 
instance, give the me ng: encouragement or support to 
a project pyt before them in such an insidious and dis- 
graceful manner. I trust you will take some action in 
this matter, if you have not done so already. 

If you can allow space in your columns for this com- 
munication, I would thank you to do so. 


HEMERALOPIA.—M. Poncet (Le Prog. Med.) reports 
the results of his ophthalmoscopic examinations in cases 
of hemeralopia, which confirm the observations made 
during an epidemic of this disease at Strasbourg, in 
1869. He found during the epidemic a marked dilata- 
tion of the veins of the retina, a diminution of the cali- 
bre of the arteries, a peripapillary oedema, and a redness 
of the papilla. To these typical symptoms he is able to 
add some confirmatory facts. n some patients the 
principal veins of the retina are seen to be narrowed in 
calibre where they arrive at the papillary disc, but 
when they enter upon the retina they assume a knot-like 
dilatation. The arteries, delicate and pale, are soon lost 
in the edema, which follows a vertical plane, and 
corresponds to the point of passage of the vessels 
upon the optic nerve. In the cases where there was, 
on the anterior surface of the diseased eye, a small peri- 
papillary choroidian erosion, the edges of these small 
cuts were diffused. In the cases of hypermetropia, the 
sclerotic ring, so often peripapillary, was no longer white, 
but often of a greenish-gray color, very easily explained 
by the presence of a reddish venous congestion, under- 
lying a yellowish-white tissue. Hn resumé, the —_ 
which explains all these details, is that of a light com- 














CLINIQUE. 
A OASE OF INTUSSUSCEPTION OF THE BOWEL 


WITH SEPARATION AND PASSAGE EN MASSE OF THE 
INTUSSUSCEPTUM—RECOVERY. 


By E. R. Corson, B.S., M.D., SAVANNAH, Ga. 


The typicalness and rarity of the following case make 
it worthy of record. 

Sallie 8., et. about 22, a tall, lank mulattress; mar- 
ried, the mother of one child, born six years ago, and 
which lived but nine days ; had variola when young ; 
denies syphilis ; menses lar and normal ; no leucor- 
rheea ; no hemorrhoids ; a drinker ; has generally 
enjoyed good health. 

“ the earl of last summer had her left index 
finger badly bitten, which necessitated its amputation, 
for which operation she was put under the influence of 
an anesthetic. Soon after began to pass blood from the 
bowels, at times in such quantities as to greatly weaken 
her. The blood was passed in clots or fluid along with 
loose mucus stools, with straining and tenesmus ad anum, 
and colicky pains and tenderness around the umbilicus. 
This alien and dysenteric diarrhoea continued 
throughout the summer, fall, and winter up to the pres- 
ent attack, with intermissions of only two or three days. 
The abdomen was always more or less tender on palpa- 
tion, with occasionally sudden attacks of colic, never 
severe enough, however, to compel her to go to bed. 

Throughout the summer, even while suffering from 
these symptoms, drank a great deal of beer, went to 
several picnics about this time, on which occasions she 
was not backward in gratifying her beer-drinking pro- 
pensity, and even indulging in stronger drinks. 

This is her history for the last ten months as far as | 
could learn. The patient’s mind was much below the 
ave of her race. Added to this she was sullen and 
disinclined to answer questions, making it difficult to 
gather anything like a connected, minute, and truthful 
account of her case. 

April 80th : Got up in the morning feeling as well as 
usual, and drank two glasses of beer before breakfast. 
Between ten and eleven o’clock, while ironing, was sud- 
denly taken with an intense colic, which disappeared as 
suddenly as it came, to reappear and leave as suddenly 
several times. The pains soon compelled her to go to 
bed. Vomiting of bile and mucus set in, with constant 
urging and tenesmus ad anum, and the passage of 
small quantities of bloody mucus, with bearing down 
pains, and a sensation as of a cord drawing in the navel. 

The vomiting, dysenteric symptoms, and coldness of 
the whole body continued all the following day. Brandy, 
oil of cloves, and camphor were given by her mother. 

First seen by me about noon, May 2d, when the fol- 
lowing symptoms were noted. The patient lay on her 
stomach across the bed groaning, her face indicating great 
pain ; skin moderately cool, pulse rapid and weak ; but 
slight abdominal tympany ; considerable tenderness on 
saivaiinn ; occasional vomiting ; tongue dirty yellow ; 
constant urging, with tenesmus and bearing down pains 
with the » of small quantities of bloody mucus. 

Ordered a hot flaxseed poultice over the entire belly 
with Nuz vomica tinct. and Colocynth tinct. every fifteen 
minutes. 

May 3d. Little or no improvement ; complains in ad- 
dition of strangury, and the of quantities 
of bloody urine ; feet cold, head hot, pulse rapid, some 





pression in the optic nerve, extending to the vessels of | fever (temperature not taken). Bell. tinct. and Merc. 
the retina. We understand from this, the pellor of the | cor. 1st. 

arteries, the dilatation of the veins outside of the nerves,| May 4th. Slight fever still; the mucus stools con- 
their filiform aspect as they enter the tissue of the papilla, | tinue, but the pains are much easier ; has not passed her 
the perivascular edema, and the injection of the median | water since yesterday ; introduced the catheter and drew 
zone of the papilla. But general a, has not yet | off about a iable-spoonful of bloody urine. Bell. tinct. 
given the cause of this compression. (T. M. 8.) ‘and Merc. cor. 1st continued. 
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May 5th. Not so well; ate a little fine hominy and “renee. It occurs most frequently in children, and there 
butter, which brought back the pains ; ordered no nour- | is no doubt that many cases of colic are caused by slight 
ishment but milk. Bell. tinct. and Merc. cor. 1st, con- | or partial invaginations which are spontaneously reduced 
tinued. |as suddenly as they are developed. Again, many cases 

May 6th. Pains less, but the tenesmus and mucus have such vague symptoms as to escape a correct diag- 
stools continue. Bell. tinct. and Merc. cor. 1st. |nosis. This is especially so when the disease has be- 

May 7th. Became suddenly worse in the afternoon ;| come chronic. Few instances indeed come to the notice 
the increased greatly with symptoms of a collapse; | of the physician where the symptoms have been so char- 
she e unconscious, and about 6.30 P.M. acteristic, and where the recovery has been so prompt 
portion of her bowel. Those around her thought her 
dead, but in a few minutes she began to rally, and in | ag aud Duration. There can be little doubt, I 
two or three hours the pains disappeared, the discharges | think, that the invagination dates from the etherization. 
diminished, and there was a decided improvement gen- | The struggling and position of the patient at that time, 
erally, Bell. tinct. and Merc. cor. 1st. combined with the complete muscular relaxation from 

May 8th. The intestinal sequestrum was brought to | the anesthetic, were favorable to the development of an 
me by her mother, carefully wrapped upin paper. I/| invagination. The bowel symptoms which followed, 
immediately placed it in the strongest alcohol for future | such as mucus and bloody stools, abdominal tenderness, 
examination. To my surprise found my patient up and | and sudden colics, pointed to considerable intestinal 
dressed. Ordered her to bed with perfect rest. Nua | trouble, though it would have been difficult without the 


| and so complete.* 


tinct, and China tinct. 

May 9th. The patient is obstinate and refuses to go | 
to , though told that any impradence may cause her | 
death. There is still looseness of the bowels, with colic | 
and slight abdominal tenderness on palpation. Wuz | 
tinct. and China tinct. 

May 10th. Still weak, though feels she is gaining | 
every day ; no blood in the stools; pulse still weak. 
Nuz tinct. and China tinct. 

May 14th. A slight diarrhea remains, but there is no 


more blood and much less mucus in the stools; three or | 


four actions in the twenty-four hours. Pond’s Extract 
of Witch Hazel, a teaspoonful in a wineglassful of water 
thrice = 

May 18th. Reports that the diarrhcea has ceased and | 
with it the abdominal tenderness and pain in the back, | 
this last symptom having troubled her for some time. 

May 22d. rds herself as absolutely well. Advised | 
her to continue the Hamamelis. 

July 18th. From May 22d up to to-day there has | 
been a gradual improvement, interrupted, however, sev- | 
eral times by imprudences in eating, which brought | 
back some colic, diarrhoea and abdominal tenderness. | 
There has been pe pesage of blood, however. (The pa- | 
tient’s general health has steadily improved. She is 
now able to attend to all her work, a thing she has not 
been able to do since the beginning of her trouble. Had 
she observed the least caution as to her mode of living, 
her recovery would have been more prompt. All medi- 
ciae was discontinued after June. 

The intestinal sequestrum or intussusceptum, though | 
naturally advanced in decomposition, has retained won- 
derfully well its structure. It has a dirty slate color, 
mottled by a darker slate and brown. There are no evi- 
dences of a mesentry. It weighs 19.7 grammes (304 grains) 
after being kept in alcohol sixty-two days. It has a 
i of 5.75 decimeters (about 22'< inches) ; a breadth 
of 3.25 centimeters (1.3 inches). The intestinal tube is 
fairly preserved, About its middle there are 3.5 centi- 
metres without a break or perforation ; while 9 centime- 
tres (3.5 inches) are fairly preserved. The rest of the 
tube is more or less perforated and cut up, while at the 
ends the parts have been so diso ized as to completely 
destroy the intestinal cylinder, leaving but shreds. The 
mucus and serous surfaces are with difficulty distinguish- 
able. The mucosa is in shreds and has a worm-eaten 
appearance. It can be easily pealed off from the subja- 
cent tissues. The serosa has been almost completely 
destroyed. The little that remains has lost its glisten- 
ing character and is thickened. It, too, can be easily 
separated from the middle coat. It is this middle coat 
which composes by far the greatest portion of the se- 
questrum. Itis quite tough and stands considerable 
tension without giving way. Its muscular structure is 
well shown. Few intussuscepta, I imagine, passed per 
anum, retain so well the integrity of the parts. 





There are several points of interest connected with this 
case. Intussusception itself is not of such rare occur- 


| sequel of the case to make a positive and correct diagno- 


sis. The lack of any very violent symptoms does not 
militate against the presence of an invagination all this 
time. According to Dr. Bristowe, ‘‘ intussusception is 
not very infrequently met with after death in persons 
(children or aduits) in whom during life there had been 
no reason to suspect its presence, who have had no 
symptoms which can be attributed to it, and who have 
died of some totally different disease. In these cases 
the intussusceptions are always found in the small intes- 
tine, sometimes, indeed, two or three are met with in 
the same case. They are generally not above an inch or 
two long, are easy of reduction, and present little or no 
cedema and congestion.” + 

Aside from the dangers of occlusion of the intestinal 
lumen, the chief difficulty arises from the constriction 
of the mesenteric vessels and the consequent death of 
the intussusceptum. This latter danger varies with the 
form of invagination. When it is only partial, or where 
the mesentery which has been dragged in the form of a 
cone into the intussuscipiens has escaped the constricting 
ring of the neck (collier) of the invagination, its exist- 
ence for months or even years is not very difficult to im- 
agine. In fact, numerous cases absolutely prove the 
occurrence of this state of affairs. The serous surfaces 
of the entering and ponies layers become united, thus 
fixing the invagination, until some further exciting cause 
increases it, or so modifies the position of the mesentery 
as to cut off the blood supply to the invaginated portion 


| causing its death and subsequent separation and passage 


per anum. 
This, I regard as the most probable explanation of the 
above case. An invagination was produced last sum- 
mer while under an anesthetic, most probably ether, 
giving rise to a diarrhcea and the passage of mucus and 
blood with abdominal tenderness and occasional attacks 
of colic. This condition existed through the summer, 
fall, and winter, until April 30th, when, while ironing, 
the relation of the parts became suddenly changed, 
either from an increase in the invagination or obstruc- 
tion of the mesenteric vessels, or both combined, lead- 
ing to a separation and expulsion of the intussusceptum 
per anum, with all the characteristic symptoms of a 
primary attack. The prompt recovery following the 
of the sequestrum is another point of interest. 

ese cases recover than one would be apt to imagine, 


bd Troussean, in his Médicale de I’ Hotel Dieu de Paris, 
1865, vol. 


parateur organise une 

canal en contact l'un avec l'autre, 
, ii ne l’est plus assez 

matiéres. A un temps 

ate. J’enai vu deux exem- 


itoneum. Wood's Li of 
: William Wood & Co, 1879. 
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though few instances can be cited where the integrity of 
the bowels asserted itself so soon after a condition pro- 
ducing such serious symptoms, and so endangering the 
patient’s life.* 

The question as to the portion of the bowel invaginated 
is of interest, though I am not prepared to exactly answer 
it. It is undoubtedly the small intestine, though which 
portion of the smaller bowel I cannot definitely say. 
Judging from the statistics gathered of the relative fre- 
quency of the different portions of bowel invaginated 
and the general history of the case, the lower portion of 
the ileum is most probably the part involved. 

As to the amount of benefit to be ascribed to the treat- 
ment, little can be definitely said, It is onefof those con- 
ditions where the wonderful powers of nature are so 
forcibly shown, and where medicines seem to do little 
else than act as placebos. I think, however, that the 
remedies used, especially the Bell. and Merc. cor., con- 
siderably mitigated the pains and thus favored the fortu- 
nate termination of the case. The Hamamelis, in the form 
of Pond’s Extract, evidently proved beneficial in curin, 
the after diarrhea. I have found this remedy very usefu 
in a dysenteric diarrhea when associated with considera- 
ble blood and hemorrhoids, but I have only obtained 
these results by using the drug in perceptible doses. A 
friend of mine, a gentleman of high official standing, con- 
sulted a homeopathic physician for a hemorrhoidal 
trouble. Hamamelis in an attenuation was prescribed 
without any benefit. He was finally advi by a la 
friend to try the Pond’s Extract of Witch Hazel whic 
he did with most gratifying results, the remedy not only 
curing completely the hemorrhoids but also a chronic 

haryngitis which had troubled him for years, and great- 
ly interfered with his public ne. He has found 
his remedy, for any dyspepsia from excesses at table is 
immediately relieved by a few doses of this remedy. 
This, of course is but one case but it first induced me to 
use the drug in perceptible doses ; and they have yielded 
me such good results that I have adhered to them ever 
since, I generally prescribe it in teaspoonful doses in a 
wineglassful of water thrice daily. In this form I have 
found it very beneficial in certain forms of dysentery, 
hemorrhoidal troubles, varicocele, and hemoptysis. 


Rack DEGENERATION.—M. Dally (Le Prog. Med.), 
before the Anthropological Society, gives four classes of 
causes for this condition, viz., pathological, climatic, 
socialogical and toxic. 

Among the pathological causes, the most frequent are 
syphilis, rachitis, tuberculosis, leprosy, etc.; conditions 
which often cause sterility, and always augment the 
rate of mortality and lower that of birth, to such a 
degree that, without foreign intermarriages, a race thus 
afilicted very soon reaches the stage of degeneration. 

The climatic causes (high altitude, non-acclimatiza- 
tion, etc.) have also great influence; to them are due 
goitre, cretinism, and the like. 

Socialogical causes are important factors; the ex- 
treme division of work, voluntary sterility, large aggre- 
gations of communities, either rapidly augment the 
number of descendants, or diminish the number of 
births. 

The last mentioned example favors the development 
of the fourth class, or toxic causes, among which may 
be cited as the chief one, alcoholism, and all the 
alimentary poisons, then opium, etc. (T. M. 8.) 


* “ Of thirty-five cases of discharges of bowel per anum, collected 
by Dr. Thomson, sixteen appear to have recovered perfectly, and 
nineteen died, after a longer or shorter interval ; and out of nineteen 
cases collected by Dr. Peacock, in which the result is mentioned, 
cane Inde 0 peed ress » five still suffered from symptoms 





Encyclopeedia, does not give so favorable a prognosis when separa- 
tion of intussusception takes place, though he admits thac ** nu- 
merous trustworthy ons show that separation of the intus- 
= may lead to complete cure of the invagination.” 

sen, Vol. VII., p 622. 





ENTOZOA. 


By J. C. SHaw, M.D., Eacie Brings, N. Y. 


I was called to see a lady suffering excruciating pain 
in her right ear, on July 23. Upon making an exami- 
nation, | saw a number of entozoa moving in differ- 
ent directions in the meatus auditorius externus. I 
further questioned her in regard to the case. She said 
the day before, about two o’clock, she was picking ber- 
ries, and that a fly or bee went into herear. She took 
a small cup, went to the spring, got some water, put it 
into the ear, and the insect came out. She felt nothing 
more from it until midnight, then the ear pained her 
some, Towards morning she be to poultice and 
apply hot ‘fomentations (she said it felt as though it 
would gather and break). But this only forwarded the 
ray caprice of the oges deposited there by the green 
fly the day before, and before noon she was almost in- 
sane with the noise in the ear and buzzing, etc. At this 
time they sent for me, but I was unable to reach there 
before 3 p.m. Then she was wild with the fearful buz- 
zing in the ear. 

At once I saw the condition of things, I poured a tea- 
spoonful of Tinct. Opit into the ear, which burned the 
entozoa. I then took a small s and warm 
water, and washed out over 150 of them, one-fourth of 
an inch long, and in about half an hour she was greatly 
relieved of the distressed feeling. 

I then applied Tinct. Opii 1 part, Olive Oil 2 parts. In 
a few days she was free from her trouble. I then 


directed her to use a few drops of carbolic acid in the 
water and to wash the ear out several times a day. 


Pruritus VuLv#.—Dr. Witthaus, in discussing this 
exceedingly troublesome and obstinate complaint, adopts 
the view of Fredrick’s, that the pruritus is due to the de- 
velopment of fungus organisms, and for this reason he 
thinks nearly all the local applications that give relief 
are parasiticides. He commences treatment with a sim- 
ple borax wash of about gr x to aqua fii. A lo- 
tion 3i of dilute lead to 3x of water; a two-grain 
solution. of Morphia, or half-grain solution of a : 
Aconite or Veratria may be indicated. Infusion of to- 
bacco ss to the pint relieves in some cases and is a 

vehicle for borax or boracic acid. Glycerine or 
fatty applications generally aggravate. In neurosal 
cases electricity will be likely to produce,relief. Oint- 
ments should be made of vaseline. In simple inflamma- 
tion of the vulva, lead, borax or carbolic lotions relieve, 
or an ointment of Calomel or Bismuth. Dusting freely 
with fine oxide of zinc answers well when ichorous weep- 
ing is abundant. In the later stages of pregnancy the 
apthous ulceration is relieved by a lotion of Bul UTOUs 
cid, a tablespoon of the officinal solution—for each oc- 
casion—with a half-pint of warm watez, barley water or 
almond emulsion. A solution bicarbonate of potassi- 
um gr x v— is a useful lotion to be injected into the 
vagina ; it checks the alkaline discharge which seems 
to excite irritation. Arsenic is related to the neuro- 
sal forms, especially where there is a marked loss 
of flesh. There is no class of troubles which require a 
more careful study than this, and none for which more 
can be done to relieve. Dr. G. M. Christine urges the 
more extended use of tobacco in the form of poultice. 
He thinks it very efficacious in relieving pain where or- 
dinary poultices are of no avail. 


Hot WATER FOR THE HEART.—Dr. A. Paggi records 
the following observation: He states that in Paris he 
saw a case in which, under the inhalation of chloro- 
form, the heart ceased to beat, and artificial respiration 
for ten minutes failed to restore circulation, when Dr. 
Labbe dipped a cloth in boiling water and applied it 
in the region of the heart, with the result of immedi- 
ately restoring the action of that organ. 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF THE LARYNGOSOOPE IN 

DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT OF THRUAT 
DISEASES. 


By C. B. Currier, M. D., San Francisco, CAL. 


Although our chief means of investigation in diagnosis | 
of disease are our five natural senses, general impressions | 
being conveyed by them to the mind—as soon as a pa- 
tient presents himself to our notice—still any device of 
man’s contrivance, which can aid us to a more carefal 
judgment, and to a more correct understanding than we 
can arrive at through natural channels, is surely deserv- 
ing of honorable mention. Since the introduction of the 
stethoscope, there has been given to medical science no 
such valuable aid as the laryngoscope. To more than 
one ent student do we owe its existence. One after 
another among the profession, recognizing the great need 
of such an instrument, had devised apparatus by 
which partial observations have been obtained of the 
interior of the larynx ; but the en = 
now in general use must be justly 
Cze , of Leipsic. He it was who, perceiving the 
importance of the subject, perfected and made practica- 
ble an art that had been to others imperfectly understood, 
or at best, but a partial success. 

By the laryngoscope, accurate observations are made 
of the entire throat cavity, and there is no question that 
its reflected image has revealed diseases peculiar to the 
larynx and pharynx, that in pre-laryn ic times 
were entirely unsuspected, or were so hidden t treat- 
ment was necessarily defective in just proportion to the 
obscurity of diagnosis. 

Morbid conditions of the throat and lungs, are so 
intimately associated, that we can often detect in the 
la. mirror, premonitory conditions of the larynx, 
which indicate tubercular diathesis. We are also able 
by it to differentiate other obscure phenomena connected 
with throat diseases, such as aneurismal tumor, carcinoma 
and syphilitic complications. Although proliferous in- 
flammation of the | x had been a long sus 
condition, it was only after the introduction of the laryn- 
goscope that the true nature of the anatomical alter- 
ations in question were clearly understood. 

Polypi 4s acommon disease of the larynx that was 
seldom ized before the maroaees mirror threw 
light into the dark recesses of the throat cavity ; and not 
only are these growths revealed by laryngoscopy, but by 
it we are also enabled to remove r Mowe easily without the 
disagreeable uncertainty of working in the dark. 

It is marvellous to enumerate the many foreign bodies 
that find their lodgment in the larynx and surrounding 
tissues—formerly with often fatal results. Tracheotomy 
has been resorted to with success, but that procedure is 
made ble in these days of laryngoscopy, and the 
swallowing of pins, bits of bone, small coins, etc., etc., 
need no longer be regarded the terrible accidents they 
once were, provided the attending physician be familiar 
with the use of the pe. 

A case was brought to me a few days ago, in which a 
jagged bit of oyster shell, closely impacted in the opening 
of the trachea, was readily removed by the prompt 
application of the mirror and forceps ; only the 
mirror could have revealed the exact position of the 
foreign substance, as it was firmly imbedded, and had 
resisted the usual treatment in such accidents. 

In all the respiratory tract, there is no one organ so 
frequently attacked by disease as the larynx, for reasons 
obvious to every one acquainted with the anatomy of the 
parts—and without any pretense of entering here into 
the subject of laryngeal diseases generally, or attempt- 
ing to describe their serious consequences, or to portray 
the beautifal success of our remedies as evinced fn their 
treatment—I would only point my moral in praise of the 
instrument that has opened so grand a field to the 
specialist as well as to the general practitioner. Perfect 
manipulation in its use makes us familiar with all -the 


pe 
attribu to Prof. 





cubation. 


days ; malign 
tarrh, dissection, wound diseases. Short ; incubation two 
to six days; scarlet fever, rosalea idiopathica, diphtheria, 
dengue, erysipelas, yellow fever, pyemia, influenza, pur- 
tussis, glanders, me 

Medium ; incubation five 
gonorrheea, vaccinia, inocula 
tion ten to fifteen days ; small-pox, varicella, measles, 
rétheln, typhus, typhoid, mumps, malarial fever. 
est 
bia.—Med. Record, July 6, 1881. 


Kee 


light ; it is porous, and ventilates the part to which it is 


appli 
able 
moisture, and at any time can be removed, disinfected 
and reapplied with facilily. 
advantages. Wire cloth may be made into buckles and 
splints of various sizes, an 
of every kind of fracture and dislocation.—7ransactions, 
Brooklyn, Jan., 1881. 


conditions of the living larynx. Insidious disease is 
stopped at the very threshold, when we are able to rec- 
= its character by symptoms truthfully imaged in 
the laryngeal mirror. 

Tradition and speculation are no longer unimpeachable 
data for the earnest seeker after truth ; doubt Sor given 
way to certainty, and we are now enabled to form for 
ourselves a just estimate of disease, where hitherto it 
had been merely suspected or entirely overlooked. In 
the hands of the skilled laryngoscopist, the little mirror 
lends new light to revealed science, and gives mathemat- 
ieal precision to topical applications, and by its aid, 
abnormal growths wy be meee aed and safely removed. 

In the last decade the laryngoscope has become a most 
valuable adjunct to the intelligent practice of medicine, 
and its importance cannot be over-estimated to the gen- 
eral practitioner as well as to the specialist. In closing 
my remarks upon this subject, I can do no better than 
to quote from one of the most able of German laryngo- 
scopists, ‘‘I cannot therefore too urgently commend 
that asa matter of principle, any laryngeal affection, 
even those which appear to be the most trifling, should 
be followed up laryngoscopically.” 


PERIOD OF INCUBATION OF THE COMMUNICABLE Dts- 
EASES.—Dr. B. W. Richardson gives a list of twenty-five 


communicable diseases which have a period of incuba- 


tion. He adds alist of eleven diseases concerning which 
it cannot be said certainly that they have a period of in- 
These latter are: Catarrh, puerperal fever, 
pyemia, hospital gangrene, sloughing p cena, pha- 


gedeena, remittant fever, intermittent fever, choleraic 
diarrhea, cerebro-spinal fever, carbuncle. 
attended with stages of incubation are conveniently di- 


The diseases 


vided into five groups : Shortest ; incubation one to four 
ant cholera, malignant pustule, plague, ca- 


grease, croup, puerperal fever. 
to eight days ; relapsing fever, 
variola. Long; incuba- 


Long- 
: incubation forty days or more ; syphilis, hydropho- 


SurGIcaL Uses or Wrre CLorH.—Wire cloth suita- 


ble for surgical uses is made of wire from y\, to 7 of an 
inch in diameter ; the meshes are from ¥, to 4, of an 
inch square, or the length of the mesh may be greater 
than the width. After the cloth is cleaned with acid, it 
is put into melted zinc, which covers the wires and fast- 
ens them 
other, 
cloth, Dr. J. 8. Wight considers, is a good thing for both 
surgeon and patient, for the following reasons : In the 
first place it can be readily cut into any desired shape, 
and bent into any 


uite firmly together where they cross each 


nel a firm and strong structure. Such wire 


required form by the hands of the sur- 
nm, and when bent it will have firmness enough to 
p its form under ordinary circumstances. It is very 


ed better than any other material. It is very desir- 
where irrigation is needed, and it does not absorb 


These are very superior 


adapted to the treatment 


GRANULAR Lips,—Prof. W. W. Seely uses, instead 
of caustics and astringents, Yellow Oxide of Mercury, 
(5-10 grs.) and Vaseline (%j); or, in a case of corneal 


involvement, or great secretion or lach ation, a two- 


7 solution of Heerine.—Ohio Med. , March, 
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LATEST EXPERIMENTS WITH THE VIRUS OF HyDRO- 
PHOBIA.—The following are M. Bouley’s conclusions : 
1. The virus of rabies exists only in the saliva, and in 
the mucus secretion of the buccal cavity, 2. The virus 
has proven effective after as long as ten days. 3. Under 
cultivation, the fluids used became crow with bacte- 
ria, and the product of a third, fourth, or fifth cultiva- 
tion (generation) has caused death in guinea pigs in 8, 12, 
and 22 days. But hydrophobia could not be communi- 
cated from these to young dogs. 4. Rabies has been com- 
municated by injecting hypodermically the diseased 
saliva into the pleural cavity, or into the sciatic nerve. 
Its ingestion and its injection into the jugular vein 
have been ineffectual. 5. Amputeting the part inocu- 
lated, half an hour or more after the operation, does 
not prevent the disease. 6. Fowls seem to enjoy an im- 
munity from hydrophobia, 7. Injection of 3 or 4c. c. of 
diseased saliva into the cellular om has given rise to 
local troubles, and caused a quick septicemia (?) which 
killed the d in 4, 5, or 8 yo 8. In one case, 
rabies took p after a year’s incubation, in which 
a bitch had been isola Pasteur thus relates his 





discovery of a new disease, allied to hydrophobia: 
‘A child died with hydrophobia, December 11, 1880. | 
Four hours after death, I off some buccal mucus | 
with a brush, diluted it with water, and inoculated it | 
immediately in two rabbits. These died about thirty-| 
six hours after inoculation. Other rabbits were inocu- | 
lated with the saliva, others with the blood, of the first 
rabbits. Death was still more rapid. A t many 
inoculations with the saliva or with the blood of the 
diseased animals, on other rabbits, gave similar results. 
Inoculation with fresh blood caused death, generally, 
within twenty-four hours. At the autopsy, the same 
lesions were constant in all of the cases. Whether 
death be the resuit of inoculation with the saliva or | 
the blood, the blood of the diseased animal is crowded 
with bacteria, having highly-interesting properties. 
These bacteria must no doubt be the true and only 
cause of the new disease. The blood of the dead child 
did not start va d A ig of bacteria in the solutions in 
which it was tried. The solutions act-like the blood or 
the saliva after they have been inoculated. This is a 
new disease, caused by the presence of a new micro- 
scopic parasite, never investigated before this day ; and 
this discovery is another achievement in the etiology of 
communicable diseases The most remarkable peculi- 
arity of the new virus is that, though the guinea pi 

is so nearly related to the rabbit, yet inoculation wit 

infected saliva has, so far, given rise to no serious 
symptoms in the former animal. I have inoculated the 
new disease in dogs, which immediately became very 
sick, and most of them died in a few days, without the 
usual symptoms of rabies in‘the canine species. But 
may not this new disease be a form of rabies in dogs 
and rabbits, from humanized virus? In case hydropho- 
bia could be referred to a microscopical organism it 
would not, perhaps, exceed the present resources of 
science to discover means of attenuating the virus and 
inoculating it, so as to impart immunity from hydro- 
phobia, in men as well as dogs. The new disease has 
no connection with septicemia.”—Chicago Med. Jour. 
and Exam. 


CANCER OF THE BREAST IN A PREGNANT WoMAN— 
REMOVAL.—The patient was in the third month of - 


tation when the tumor was successfully removed. he 
growth had been noticed for a year, but since the be- 
ginning of pregnancy it had grown more rapidly. Re- 
union took place by first intention, and the course of 

station was not interrupted. 

M. Lefort (Le Prog. Med.) was not surprised at this 
result since the dangers of the puerperal state, in a sur- 

ical point of view do not begin until after confinement. 
ie had lost, in this way, a patient upon whom he had 





operated three months after accouchement, although 
everything seemed favorable fora cure. (T. M. 8.) 


COLLAPSE IN STRANGULATED HERNIA.—M. Verneuil 
(Le Prog. Med.) seeing the fatality which followed 
the operation of colotomy in those who were cyanosed 
and algid, had ascribed it to pulmonary congestion. He 
operated lately on a case of lated hernia in this 
condition, with the result of the death of the patient 34 
hours after the operation, with all the symptoms of a 
very intense pulmonary congestion. The autopsy re- 
vealed a double and complete pulmonary congestion of 
remarkable intensity. kidneys presented all the 
signs, in a marked degree, of the third stage of Bright’s 
disease. The lowered temperature, anuria, and the 
post-mortem developments pointed to uremia as the 
cause of death. In this case then the symptoms are to 
be explained by a renal lesion. M. prés thought 
that the obstruction of the intestines by waste matters, 
caused distension, and finally pulmonary congestion and 
death. He was in doubt whether Opium—first advised 
by the English physicians—was not contra-indicated in 
these cases. Manec who did not use it, but purged his 
patients, had had excellent results. 

M. Trelat said that his rule had been, nourishment in 
small quantity and Opium. Asa result of his experience 
in 450 cases of colotomy, he concludes that delayed oper- 
ations are dangerous, but that early ones are successful. 

M. Lefort claimed priority in the employment of Opium 
after these operations. He still thought Opium the best 
remedy against these accidents of abdominal stupor due 

rhaps to'an irritation of the splanchnic nerves. M. 

did not think it was necessary to re-establish the 
course of the intestinal waste during the first few days, 
and called attention to the serious results following the 
sudden re-establishment by nature itself. 

M. Verneuil said all the patients in whom intestinal 
action was not re-established within the first days did 
not die, and hence some other cause was necessary. He 
had also found in the liquid of the sac a large quantity 
of bacteria, and hence the washing of the sac with a 
strong solution of phenic acid wasadvisable. (T.M. 8.) 


EprrHELIOMA.—Dr. A. H. Phinney narrates a case of 
well marked epithelioma on the left temple, returning 
after the knife had been used, externally cured by the 
use of hot water. The ulcer was an inch in diameter, 
and making rapid progress. The infiltrated surface was 
some three or four inches square, extending from the 
ear forward to and including a portion of the conjunc- 
tiva and sclerotic. Mastication was interfered with, 
and the patient suffered greatly from characteristic 

ins. He soon the use of hot water three or 

our times daily, the affected surface, using the 

water as hot as he could bear it. Within a week the 
darting, burning pains ceased, and the face assumed a 
more natural ap nce. He continued the treatment 
antil the follo May, when an entire cure was ef- 
fected. It has been determined that malignant growths 
depend for their existence on the formation of certain 
cells. A temperature of 120 to 130 would probably de- 
stroy the life of these cells. It has been shown that at 
a temperature of 104 the activities of the leucocytes 
cease, and their substance hardens. One of the results 
of the application of hot water is a stimulation of the 
vaso-motor system thus aiding nature to remove the 
mobid products and arresting morbid changes. 


LEMON-JUICE IN DrpHTHERIA.—Dr. J. R. Page, of 
Baltimore, in the New York Medical Record, May 7, 
1881, invites the attention of the profession to the topi 
cal use of fresh lemon juice as a most efficient means 
for the removal of membrane from the throat, tonsils, 
etc., in diphtheria. In his hands (and he has heard sev- 
eral of his professional brethren say the same) it has 
proved by far the best agent he has yet tried. He ap 
plies the juice of the lemon, by means of acamel’s hair 
probang, to the affected parts, every two or three hours; 
and in the eighteen cases on which he has tried it the 
effect has been all he could wish. 
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Tue RELATION Existrne BETWEEN THE LENGTH AND 
DIRECTION OF PHE BRONCHIAL RAMIFICATIONS, AND THE 
LOCALIZATION OF THE CENTRES OF BRONCHO-PNEUMO- 
nta.—M. Joffroy (Le Prog. Med.) calls attention to the 
unilateral inflammation of the lung which occurs in vari- 
ola. The part attacked is the r, superior, and inter- 
nal of the inferior lobe. The base of the lobe of 
the under examination (removed from a patient dead 
from variola) was , while the middle and su- 
perior lobes were ly normal. There existed in the 
upper part of the inferior lobe of the left lung a notice- 
able congestion corresponding s etrically with the 
inflamed region of the right side. The bronchi were 
very much co; , the mucous ae 
a wine-red tint, while the bronchi of the invaded region 
were tinged with a violet-red coloration. 
not an isolated one, M. J. having many times seen the 
same unilateral broncho-pneumonia in cases of variola. 
These subjects do not die from the lung trouble alone, 
but during its course and even in the beginning of the 
attack, in consequence of the presence of the complica- 
tions of a severe attack of variola, The explanation 
given of the presence of this complication is that the 
bronchi are inflamed during the course of variola, and 
broncho-pneumonia is set up through the propagation of 
the inflammation to the “ey ronchioles and thus 
to the parenchyma itself. e dependent parts of the 
lung are most frequently attacked. Gravitation is then, 
a factor in the case. But why does it choose the lobules 
near the hilus? This is due to the shortness of the 
bronchial ramifications distributed to these lobules, and 
thus the inflammation reaches soonest those lobules in 
the neighborhood of the hilus. Whatever may be the 
explanation, the following facts are determined : 1, that 
in variola we frequently encounter at the autopsy the 
centres of broncho-pneumonia in a single lung ; 2, that 
this broncho-pneumonia (which generally assumes 
the form of agene qnantniatn’ is habitually seated in 
the neighborhood of the hilus of the lung and more par- 
ticularly in the upper, rior, and internal portion of 
the inferior lobe or in the middle lobe: sometimes, co- 
incidently, in the inferior portion of the superior lobe; 
3, that broncho-pneumonia develops most frequently on 
the right side (5 times out of 6 cases.) The region bor- 
dering u the hilus of the lung should be carefully 
exam sali oy those attacked with variola, or with bron- 
chitis of a nature liable to be complicated with broncho- 
pneumonia. (T. M. 8.) 


INFANCY.— 


SyPHiiitic TUMORS OF THE BONE IN 
M. Després (Le Prog. Med.), in reply to M. Lanne- 
longue’s communication on the above subject, reports a 


case of a yo man, 19 years of age, who had a diffuse 
tumor of the right tibia, with lengthening of the leg of 
8 cms., another tumor,~bat more limited, of the left 
tibia, a suppurative osteitis ma) of the malar 
region, which had been preceded by a frontal exostosis, 
now disappeared. This young man had never had syph- 
ilis, and the most minute enquiries failed to detect any 
syphilitic accidents in the nts. But as confirming, 
in some degree, the theory advanced by M. D., of the 
relationship between osseous tumors of infancy, and 
tuberculosis in the mts, one of the uncles of the 
patient had died, at the of 32 years, of Albuminuria 
and pulmonary complications. 

M. Lanne e remarked the resemblance between 
this case and those presented by him, and thought the 
trouble was of syphilitic origin, y as there was 
on the palatine arch the cicatrix of a former ulceration. 
He thought an anti-syphilitic treatment would remove 
the disease. 

M. Trelat, on the other hand, thought the case was one 
of chronic osteomyelitis, incident to youth. The marked 
lengthening of the bone, very rare in syphilis, was in 
favor of the above . The palatine cicatrix 
might be the result of an abscess, or a light attack 


of gangrene, occurring in infancy. (T. M. 8.) 


This case was | jerking 





TARANTULA IN CHOREA.—{Dr. Manglano, Boletin 
Clin. No 7.) A. 8., eleven years of age, good constitu- 
tion but of nervous temperament. This boy complained 
of rous and continuous shaking of the whole body, 
which prevented him from seizing any thing, from 
—* with firmness, from walking without stagger- 
ing, and from eating or talking without great inconven- 
ience ; there was also occasional pains in the neck and 
head, together with a fixed expression of sadness. No 
member of the family had suffered from this trouble or 
anything analogous to it. No trace of the disease had 
been noticed in the child until two months before, when 
in consequence of a fright they had appeared in all their 
force, and had not diminished either in intensity or fre- 
quency. Closer observation showed the trembling and 
of the tendons of the lower extremities, the 
debility and clonic spasms of the upper ones, and the 
ataxo-ad ic condition of the muscles of the face and 
eyes. e most noticeable symptom, however, was the 
sudden suspension of the respiration, which occurred 
every few minutes, producing a sound like a hiccough ; 
the child would gesticulate, open the mouth as if gasp- 
ing for air, presenting for a few seconds all the symptoms 
correspondi to spasm of the glottis. Tarantula, 
twice a day for four days, at the end of which time the 
spasm of the glottis was not only less frequent, but it no 
longer produced the Nm or expression of the 
countenance as before ; the muscular contractions were 
also lessened. He <~ more control over his 7 en 
walking was easier, he could grasp more readily the de- 
sired object and could talk with less embarrassment. 
The same medicine was repeated after an interval of a 
few days, when no further treatment was required.— 

. 8.) 


(T. M 


INFLUENCE UPON THE EYE BY SECTION 
TRIGEMINUS.—M. Poncet (Le Prog. Med.) 
amining the eyes of rabbits, after section 
trigeminus, at intervals of 8, 15, 30 days, and a 
year, has observed the following facts: 1, in the 
nerves of the cornea, whose degeneration has been 
so well described by Ranvier, he found, at the end of a 
year, a complete regeneration of the corneal plexus, in a 
manner absolutely different from the normal course. 
In the midst of these nerve excavations, but incapable 
of explanation, we find nerve sheaths in which the old 
tubuli have not been regenerated ; 2, the keratitis, which 
may be accompanied by an exudation into the anterior 
chamber, is seated in the superficial layers of the cornea. 
Iritis, suppuration of the process, posterior choroiditis, 
trouble of the humors, tion of pigment into the 
retina, and exfoliation of this membrane do not exist ; 
but, in the retina the deepest layers are the seat of an 
cedema, characterized either by the presence between the 
optic fibres of edematous masses, or by the hypertrophic 
degeneration of the ganglionic cells, or by the increase 
in volume of the protoplasm of the internal sheaths. 
The remaining layers are healthy. These alterations 
differ essentially from those produced by the section of 


the optico-ciliary nerve. (T. M. 8.) 


CHEMICAL ASPECT OF SUDDEN DEATH By CHLORO- 
FORM.—Dr, Latham, in the Lancet, February, 1881, p. 
216, explains, chemically, why death occurs so sudden- 
i, in some cases under the influence of chloroform. 

offman showed that, by means of chloroform, the 
amides of the vital fluids are converted into isocyanides. 
If, then, ina person whose co-ordinating chemical centre 
is in feeble state, blood, charged with chloroform, pass 
from the lungs to the heart, and at once, though the 
coronary arteries come into contact with the muscular 
tissue, one constituent of the muscle will be decomposed, 
and the transformed tissue will no longer respond to 
the nervous stimulus, but become a mere bag, into 
the right side of which the blood, from the pressure 
in the veins, will flow and the patient will die with 
distended heart. 


OF THE 
in ex- 
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ANASTHESIA BY RaPip BREATHING.—It is well 
known that by me py | the number of respirations 
up to one hundred or thereabouts per minute, teeth 
have been extracted, and other minor surgical opera- 
tions performed, without pain. A case in point is re- 
por by Surgeon Major Harmon, in the Baltimore 
Medical Journal, Dec. 11, 1880. He writes: ‘‘I was 
fortunate enough yesterday to have an opportunity of 
adopting the new method of anal in cutting out a 
fatty tumor the size of a small walnut, from over 


the internal upper fifth of the tibia. The leg, only | less 


gras by a hand at the ankle, did not move through- 
out the dissection over the tender region of the shin. 
The patient, who was very nervous, very anemic, and 
debilitated from the effects of severe ague, avers that he 
felt nothing except the stitching ; and I could not have 
ventured to use chloroform, being alone,—the patient’s 
condition also rendering this anesthetic unadvisable. 
The explanation of this curious fact appears to be, 
that excessively rapid breathing disturbs the action of 
the system in such a way that oxidation is impaired and 
carbonic acid is increased unduly in the blood, to the 
extent of producing its characteristic benumbing effects 
on the sensory nerves.” 


Frsrorp Tumors OF THE UTERUS.—Klob, in his 
** Pathology of the Sexual Organs ”—the deductions in 
which are founded entirely on autopsies and microscopi- 
cal examinations—has shown that fibroids of larger or 
smaller size (many of them, of course, quite minute) 
exist in nearly forty per cent. of all Anglo-Saxon women 
who have reached the age of forty. The remarkable 
prevalence of fibroids among negro women is notorious, 
and, in my experience, it is quite exceptional to find 
one of them in whom one or more fibroids cannot be 
detected. Thousands of women who are affected with | 
fibroids are in happy ignorance that they have a tumor. | 
And, in this connection, I would offer the following | 
piece of advice to you: When, in any case, you have | 
made the diagnosis of fibroids, do not ladeoms the patient 
of the fact unless you are forced to do so; because the 
very name of tumor is a kind of shibboleth to most 
women, and it will probably have a very bad moral 
effect upon her. This should be observed as a general 
rule, although cases occasionally occur in which it is | 
best to make the diagnosis known. 


A New Puysicat Sign tn THORACIC ANEURISM.— | 
Br. Drummond, of Newcastle-on-Tyne, has demonstra- | 
ted, before the Northumberland and Durham Medical | 
Society, a physical sign which will apparently be of | 
considerable value in the diagnosis of aortic aneurism, 
should it not turn out to be pathognomonic. When a 
patient who is suffering from thoracic aneurism inspires 
deeply, and then closes the mouth and expires slow] 
through the nostrils, a puffing sound is heard on auscul- 
tating the trachea, which is synchronous with the car- 
diac systole. This sound is best heard with the binaural | 
stethoscope, and is evidently a sudden involuntary expi- | 
ration caused by the sudden systolic expansion of the | 
sac expelling air from the chest. This physical sign 
has been demonstrated by Dr. Drummond to be absent 
in cases of aortic valvular disease without aneurism, 
while it is present in every case of aneurism which has 
come under his notice since the discovery of the sign, 








viz., four, and he also thinks it will be of importance in 


distinguishing between aneurism and sarcoma of the} 


lung.— Dublin Jour. of Med. Science, Nov., 1880. 


M. Boucnut’s experiments with pepsine, for destroy- 
ing worms in the stomach and bowels, have been con- 


tinued, with extremely romising results. Even the 
tape-worm succumbs to the digestive action of the pep- 
sine in | doses, while the more highly-organized 
tissues of the stomach are unaffected.— Scientific Ameri- 
can, August 8, 1881. 


BROMIDE OF ETHYL IN HysTERIA AND EPILEPsy.— 
MM. Bourneville and d’Olier (Le Prog. Med.) from their 
experiments draw the following conclusions : 1, pupillary 
dilatation is not constant in the inning of the inhala- 
tions of bromide of ethyl ; 2, complete muscular resolu- 
tion is exceptional ; 3, anesthesia is produced in very 
variable degrees according to the subjects ; 4, the temp- 
erature, secretions, and general condition of the patient 
do not appear to suffer any modification ; 5, the pulse and 
the respiration are slightly accelerated ; 6, a greater or 
of trembling of the limbs may be produced 
during the inhalations, but they do not ay es beyond it; 
7, hysterical attacks are easily arrested by this drug ; 8, 
occasionally the epileptic attack may be controlled by 

iving the drug during the tonic period, but more often 
the in lation {s without effect ; 9, the oe employ- 
ment of bromide of ethyl, in epilepsy, administered in 
daily inhalations during a period of from one to two 
months perceptibly diminish the frequency of the attack. 
(T. M. 8.) 


Sanicyiic AcmD FoR BEE-StT1nes.—An Austrian 
paper recommends the following treatment for bee- 
stings: First remove the sting as quickly as possible 
with a forceps or by scratching with a finger, but never 
between the thumb and forefinger, use this 
squeezes more of the poison into the wound; next 
squeeze the wound until a drop of blood comes out, 
and rub the place—as large as a dollar—with an aqueous 
or dilute solution of salicylic acid. The effect is still 
better by injecting the acid into the wound with the 
hypodermic syringe. After this the spot is painted 
with collodion, to keep out the air. A sting treated 
thus causes little or no pain, slight inflammation and 
swelling, and is not followed by nettle-fever or lame- 
ness in the most sensitive and nervous individuals. 


THE CONDITION OF THE IRIS A MEANS OF DETER- 

tmrna DeEatTH.—Mr. Joll, of London, calls attention 
to the fact that the condition of the iris furnishes a re- 
liable means of determining the question of real or 
apparent death. In real death the iris is ina state of 
complete flaccidity. This can be easily shown by syn- 
chronous compression of the globe of the eye in two 
opposite directions, when the pupil will readily assume 
an oval or irregular shape ; whereas in cases of appar- 
ent death no ordinary amount of compression in this 
manner will have the least effect in altering the 
usual circular form of the pupil. This sign is espe- 
cially valuable because it is found before the cooling of 
the body, and before the supervention of the rigor 
mortis. Mr. Joll states that the value of this sign was 
first pointed out by M. Ripault.—Brit. Med. Journal, 
Sept. 25, 1880. 


ARTHRITIC RUBBING SOUNDS OF THE PLEURA.—M. 
Collin, (Le Prog. Med.) calls attention to a sound of 
pleuritic rubbing which he considers a diagnostic sign of 

ulmonary affections of an arthritic nature. M. Woillez, 
n a further note, says, the affection appears upon the 
respiratory tract of those rheumatic patients who have 
experienced pains in the shoulders and arms. The sound 
is unaccompanied with pain or seeeneat fever. We have, 
then, a form of dry pleurisy, which later, by continuity of 
organs, ~~! give rise to pulmonary congestion. The char- 
the crepitant rile of 


acteristic sign is a soun re 

the first degree of pneumonia, and is only heard during 
inspiration. Its seat is at the lower part of the thorax 
on a line leading from the axilla. The sound, like 
rheumatism itself, is ry. It may be heard on 
both sides of the chest, but its favorite location is on the 
right side. (T. M. 8.) 


New OPERATION FOR THE RELIEF OF GLAUCOMA.— 
L. E. Lane, M. D., has ligated, and advises the ligation 
+ the common carotid artery.— Lancet and Clinic, June 

, 1881. 
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pe: “A “regular medical esunetien faritahe the pene srenpnaties 
evidence of professional abilities and acquirements, and OUGHT 
to am | the ONLY ACKNOWLEDGED RIGHT Of an individual to the exer- 
and honors of his arecetn, "Code of Medical Ethics, Amer. 
Med. Ass., Art. iv., Sec. 1 


THE WOUNDED PRESIDENT. 


Certain daily newspaper correspondents are trying to 
make the ‘‘ Potomac” responsible for some so-called 
malarial affections which are claimed to exist at the 
executive mapsion. One correspondent has gone so far 
as to make a survey of the premises, and his conclu- 
sions indicate about as much knowledge of the subject 
as would be expected from such a source. 

If the President has been given Quinine during his 
recent illness upon such data as this, it shows a condi- 
tion of therapeutic precision worthy of the dark ages. 
We cannot conceive why Quinine has been administered 
in this case at all ! 

The attending physicians claim to have used it for its 
“tonic properties,” and in this position they are sup- 
ported by the leading authorities of the ‘old school.” 

Worcester defines “tonic’’ to be, ‘‘ A medicine which 
has the power of exciting slowly and by insensible de- 
grees the organic actions of the different systems of the 
animal economy, and of augmenting their strength ina 
durable manner.” 

Fortunately for suffering humanity, and for the cause 
of scientific medicine, Quinine is not the only agent 
possessing these ‘‘ tonic properties” upon different indi- 
viduals, and science insists tliat these ‘‘ properties” 
shall be individualized, both in respect to the agent to 
be employed, and to the subject to which they shall be 
administered. 

Let us see what the action of Quinine is, according to 
the best authorities. Stillé says that small and fre- 
quently-repeated doses increase the pulse rate, even 
until death, stimulate the trophic centres, and quicken 
tissue change, while the number of the white blood-cells 
and their power of emigration are diminished. After a 
large dose there is, in health, a slight diminution of the 
red, and a marked increase in the number of white cor- 
puscles. It deranges, enfeebles, and finally extin- 
guishes nervous action, causes more or less heaviness 
and confusion of thought, headache, buzzing in the 
ears, vertigo, and unsteadiness of gait, with exhaus- 
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tion, sleepiness, and muscular debility. It slightly in- 
creases the rate of breathing. 

The concentrated action upon the stomach tends to 
irritate it, and the 1,800 grains with which he has been 
plyed, may have had something to do with the attack 
of acute gastritis with which he is now suffering. 

If this remedy was administered to the President 
with a view to its similarity to the symptoms from which 
he was suffering, then the dose was altogether too large 
to expect a curative result. But the danger of increasing 
the white blood corpuscles, or of increasing their ten- 
dency to aggregation in this case, or of increasing the 
periodical fever, has not seemed to be suggested to 
those in attendance. 

From what we can learn of the case, the President 
was suffering from a traumatic fever, to which Quin- 
ine was not related; and the paralizing effect of the 
Morphine, which was so unnecessarily persisted in 
—to the extent of 400 grains, as stated—did not 
tend to place the patient in any more favorable con- 
dition for recovery, but rather depressed the vitality 
of the system in still greater degree, thereby lessening 
the power of resistance to the inroad of unfavorable 
symptoms, and reducing the chances of recovery. 

Anyone who has ever had experience in the treat- 
ment of similar cases to this with Arnica Montana, 
would fail to see the resemblance between that drug and 
the case of the wounded President. Probably the 
gentlemen in attendance never heard of the drug in 
this connection before, and consequently could not be 
expected to administer it in the case in question. It 
would have been quite orthodox, according to Stille, to 
have given Arnica in this case of ‘‘ exhaustion from 
shock,” and it would doubtless have rendered the Qui- 
nine and Morphine quite superfluous. 

It is an anesthetic par excellence in appropriate cases, 
and, so faras we can judge, the case in point was 
one of these ; and the depressing influences of the Mor- 
phine might perhaps thus have been saved, and the 
patient urged on to more rapid recovery. 

It is to this indiscriminate and wholesale drugging 
that we take exception. 

There is no substitute for Quinine when that drug is 
properly indicated, but we cannot expect even this 
efficient remedy to do the work of any other specific 
individual ; for each has its own particular natural 
affinity and genius, which no force or theorizing what- 
ever can influence. Any drug which is not specifically 
required by the system in repair, should most certainly 
be omitted. 


OUR STREETS. 


The streets of New York have ngver been in a more 
cleanly condition than at the present time, thanks to 
the management of Commissioner Coleman, under the 
new law regulating their cleaning. 

The work seems to have been done with due regard 
to business principles, and to the public health and 
convenience. There ought to be some way of prevent- 
ing the filth and garbage from being thrown into the 
streets at all, and it seems not a little curious that our 
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city authorities cannot devise an ordinance that will | 
practically subserve this end. The one recently | 
adopted, prohibiting the throwing of fruit pealings| 
upon sidewalks, thereby endangering life and limb by | 
slipping when stepping on them, is said to operate | 
quite successfully. We believe that there is already | 
an ordinance prohibiting the depositing of filth in our | 
streets, but it is practically inoperative, owing to the | 
difficulty of fixing responsibility. 

If landlords could be made responsible for the condi- | 
tion of the street in front of their premises, we would 
soon find that these practical citizens would find a way | 
to prevent tenants from using the public thoroughfares | 
as depositories for their offal. 

Another nuisance, and one which prevents the proper 
cleaning of streets, is the vehicles of various kinds 
which are allowed to stand in front of the premises of 
owners! This, together with the wretched condition 
of many pavements, makes it utterly impossible to 
place the streets in that condition of cleanliness which 
could otherwise be done. 

We think that the profession should take hold of this 
work, and by their influence with the people bring | 
about a sentiment which would remedy these evils, and 
leave no excuse for the streets ever being in a condition 
detrimental to health. 

Fortunately, we can report nothing particularly epi- | 
demic in the city the present season, notwithstanding the | 
gloomy forebodings of its earlier part. So far, zymotic 
diseases have not prevailed to any alarming or unusual 
extent. 


THE ELEVATED RAILWAYS. 


The public safety requires more care on the part of 
the officers of the Elevated Railways than has as yet 
been vouchsafed. 

Regulations should be adopted which would prevent 
the public in its haste, from risking the sacrifice of hu- 
man life. The officers have no right to allow a passen- 
ger to place himself in a dangerous position when they 
have it in their power to prevent. 

The rules respecting the closing of gates before the 
train is started are totally disregarded, and every now 
and then we have to record a fatal accident. 

There ought to be some responsible supervision of 
these roads by authorities competent to deal with them 
in the interest of public safety, and we know of none 
more appropriate than the Board of Health. 

It should have authority to compel rigid enforcement 
of such rules as would best subserve the public conve- 
nience and safety. There is great need of governmental 
supervision over the management of common.carrier cor- 
porations to the end that the public is not only con- 
venienced, but protected. 

An intolerable nuisance, which we have a right to 
ask the Board of Health to obviate in this connection, is 
the odor of coal gas, which is sometimes so unpleasant 
and detrimental] to public health in these conveyances ! It 
would not be a difficult task, and should meet with that 
treatment at the hands of this Board as it would require 
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to accomplish its abolition. 


INTERNATIONAL OONGRESSES. 


The two leading schools of medicine each held an In. 
ternational Congress in London during the past two 
months, and both were largely attended by delegates 
representing nearly every part of the civilized world. 

Dr. Hughes, President of the ‘‘ Homeopathic,” showed 
himself to be an excellent execative head and we quote 
as follows from his admirable address : 

“ eg is « method ; and it is the method of 
Hahnemann. e is the acknowledged master of the 
school in which we are disciples and practitioners. We 
do not indeed bind ourselves to swear by his words ; 
nor do we accept as authoritative, his theories, or even 
his practical rules ; but, on the other hand, we do not 


| listen to those who would have us cut ourselves adrift 


from him, so as to profess a homeopathy freed from 
the errors and fancies with which he has weighted it. 
This last we may do, but we may never be ashamed of 
reformer whose name 
can be mentioned in comparison with his. Traditional 
medicine has silently acknowledged the value of his 
work. It has abandoned the heroic treatment, and 


| blundering polypharmacy which he led the way in de- 


nouncing ; it has largely adopted the practices which 
he sought to put in their place. The proving of medi 
cines on the healthy, the single remedy, the fractional 
dose, are becoming as ted in the old school as 
w of similars is steadily 
ition in the form of the opposite action 
of drugs and small quantities of drugs. At present 
this procedure exits with an attitude towards the man 
to whom they owe so much, which we can only forgive 
When they come to a better knowledge 
of their benefactor, his name will stand among the 
‘ heroes of the art of medicine’ side by side with those 
of Harvey and Syderham, of Hunter and Jenner. 

‘This method of Hahnemann we have inherited from 
him. He was its discoverer, and he has bequeathed it 
to all who will open their eyes to see its truth and 
value. We who practice homeopathically throughout 
the world are the present rs of the treasure ; 
and our ownership brings with it duties as well as ad- 
vantages. These are ex in the words of our 

rogramme ; we have to propagate the method and to 
Sectiep it. 

‘‘The work of propagating a new truth may be sup- 
posed to belong chiefly, if not entirely, to its public 
apologists—those who, by voice and pen, can expound 
it to the ignorant or vindicate it against attacks. It 
might be so with a doctrine ; but it is far otherwise 
with an art. Here the best preaching is practice. The 
man who goes on steadily li by the law he acknow]- 
edges, who conducts thus a full practice with all its 
chances and hazards, and has at least as good results as 
his neighbors, and as firm a confidence on the part of 
his patients, such a man is bearing the strongest of tes- 
timonies to the method of his adoption. His colleagues 
must see that it is possible to practice medicine success- 
fully without the nauseous, and often violent and poi- 
sonous measures they are in the habit of employing ; 
and they will often hear of cases they had failed to ben- 
efit, going to him and getting c It is from facts 
like these that more of us have been led to inquire into 
homeopathy. The conviction of its reasonableness has 
encouraged us to further ; but our first advances 
have been prom by its success, and this is a propa- 
ganda which is in the hands of every one. The oppor- 
tunity of public utterance and the faculty for it belong 
to the few ; but all in their successes may commend the 
method by their application of it to practice. 

“ But it is obvious that to reach this end, men must 
practice homeeopathically indeed. If they are habitu- 
ally resorting to measures of another kind, using the 
stimulants and sedatives, the purgatives, the caustics, 
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and counter-irritants of ordinary medicine, their suc- 
cess, whatever it may be, makes nothing in the direc- 
tion of our present outlook. But thatthey have perfect 
liberty so to do, if they think fit, I do not deny ; on the 
contrary I claim it for them. It is the supreme duty of 
us all to do what we judge best for our patients, irre- 
spective of any creed or system; and to do this our 
hands must be free. We protest against the tyranny 
which ostracizes us because we believe this ‘test’ ordi- | 
narily to be homeopathy ; and we will not be entangled | 
again by any other a of bon . No one may im-| 
pugn our right of unfettered therapeutic choice,— | 
neither of our opponents, nor our stricter colleagues, 
nor our patients. Our only overt peculiarity is that we 
ally ourselves to institutions known as ‘homeopathic,’ 
to societies, dispensaries, and such like, which exist 
because of the exclusion of the method of Hahnemann 
and its practitioners from professional fellowship. We 
do not, by so acting, pledge ourselves to any exclusive- 
ness in practice. e manfally recognize a truth which 
has laid hold of us, but which is at present denied and 
cast out. Wein no way determine how farits practical 
consequences shall reach. What ground, then, have 
our enemies for charging us with inconsistency, with | 
dishonesty, with trading in a name, if we use as freely 
as we think necessary, the resources of ordinary medi- 
cine? With what propriety can friends whose practice 
is more exclusive, reproach us with disloyalty for so 
doing? And as for our patients—they are as free to 
choose their doctor as he to select his remedies. They 
may come to him because he believes in homeopathy, but 
it is not their right, and indeed not their wisdom, to dic- 
tate to him how far his belief shall influence his reme- 
dial measures. If his treatment is not so purely home- 
opathic as they could wish. they have but to choose a 
practitioner more to their mind. 

‘‘This in vindication of our liberty. But, on the 
other hand, it is obvious that in proportion as we use it 
in the direction I have mentioned, our practice loses its | 
value as a witness to the method of Hahnemann. It 


|in practice and in medical research. 


| from the most practical questions of the day. 


of opinion” which should pervade the atmosphere of all 
truly scientific bodies. 

On the whole, the convention was a great success, and 
as will be seen, steps were taken to perpetuate these 
meetings by appointing Dr. Hughes permanent sec- 
retary. 

As might be expected, the ‘Old School” Congress 
was much the larger in point of numbers; claimed to 
be, and was, even larger and more important than ever 
before held by this body, 2,400 delegates being present 
from foreign countries. The opening address was deliv- 


ered by the President, Sir James Paget, Bart., who said 
in part that, 

‘*He congratulated himself on the honor of being 
president of so great a gathering of the medical men of 
the civilized world. The words of the Prince of Wales 
had rendered all justification of the Congress unneces- 
sary. He would therefore confine himself to the best 
way in which the Congress will do its work in inter- 
changing knowledge. The variety of minds insured 
the increase of medical knowledge being great, repre- 
senting, as they did, the most gifted nations of the 
world by delegates representing old and new ideas. All 
had been gathering and using knowiedge in an enor- 
mous variety of ways—studying men singly and in 
multitudes, in health and in all variety of diseases, In 
the various conditions of life there were various prob- 
lems for study and solution, and with such variety of 
minds there ought, even in a few days, to be an immense 
interch: of ideas, and a great development of that 


| truth which told in the steady growth of general opinion. 


Their meetings would tend to the increase of emulation 
The committee 

inted certain subjects, not for exclusive but for 
iscussion in the sections. They were selected 
In every 
section there were questions which would exercise all 


had ap 
chief 


will at once, however wrongly, be supposed that we | Sectior ; 
employ the latter only in trifling cases, and resort to the | varieties of minds, and it was well that all facts should 
usual measures when we require to make a real impres- | be observed by many minds, or that personal influence 
sion. And further, let us remember the title of oa | of single minds might be superseded. He dwelt at some 
ham’s memorable pleading for this needful liberty of | length on the advantage of this conflict of varieties of 
ours. It was: ‘Freedom of medical opinion and action | mind, and on the ro 9 of error even in bringing 
a vital necessity, and a great responsibility.’ We had | out the whole cause of truth. , iat 

best not claim it unless we are prepared to use it aright.| ‘‘He spoke in defence of the sections as no mischiev- 
Children are not the better for being free, and I would | 0us dispersion of forces, and as the result of the increase 
say the same thing for novices in the method of Hahne- | of knowledge being greater than the increase of mental 
mann. Our wisdom is at first to practice it as exclu-| power. A small part of the whole sum y egg: a 
sively as possible, with little exception, to let experi-| W88 all that the strongest mind could cultivate. 1e 
ence teach us where it needs supplementing by other | defect of specialism was not in narrowness, but in shal- 
measures, rather than to adopt — a priori. We lowness, and in the belief in self-sufficiency which it 
shall actually do more to our patients on the whole | was apt to generate. Study in such a Congress as that 
than if we n as eclectics, and we shall be acquiring | might be a useful remedy for self-sufficiency, leading to 
habits of Soalier and precision which will stand nym | the wholesome conviction of all, that they could not 


stead in our practice according to the law.” | justly estimate the value of a doctrine in one part of 
| their science till it had been tried in many, or in all. 


The President said the convention was “an assembly | The test of truth in every part must be in the patient 
of medical men practicing homeopathically in all parts | and impartial trial of its adjustment with what is true 
of the world, to communicate thought and experience, | in every other. Every fact in science, wherever 
to cement friendly union, and to confer as to the best | 
methods of propagating and developing the method of | none could guess the issue. The history of science 
Hahnemann.” might teach any man that he would be both wise and 

Our detailed account in other columns will show not | dutiful if - ever J —4 ~~ —— < ~ a he 

| ld in t eld of work in which, w er by choice 
only who were present but as fully as possible what was | pone Aina his lot had been cast. In the sections there 
<—. | were no questions on theories or mere doctrine, but on 
The papers which were presented instead of being | definite questions, which might be brought to the test 


read in their entirety, th of fact. the medical sciences the existence of parties 
aly 1d tars me, A te | founded on dominant theories has always been injurious, 


of time, were concisely excerpted and the points tersely | 
P | for the dominance of doctrine had promoted the habit of 
announced by the President for discussion. nag and repressed that of cusetal observation and 
The discussions were able and conservative, all dis-| induction, encouraging the fallacy of having at length 
putants seeming to feel the importance of that «liberty | 


th- 
ered, had not only a present value, which they might be 
able to estimate, but a living germinal power of which 


reached an elevated and sure position on which they 





184 


NEW YORK MEDICAL TIMES. 








might rest. The best work of the Co was in the 
clearing and strengthening of the knowledge of realities 
—in pressing forward the demonstration and diffusion of 
truth. 

‘*What might be the knowledge of the future none 
could guess. They might find the limits of the power 
of their unaided limbs and senses, but they could not 





guess at a limit to the means by which they might be 
assisted, or to the invention of instruments which 
would become only a little more separate from their | 
mental se!ves than were the outer senses with which | 
they were constructed. In the certainty of that ro- | 
gress the great question for them was, what should they | 
contribute to it. It would not be easy to match the | 
recent past. The advance of medical knowledge within 
one’s memory was amazing, whether reckoned in the | 
wonders of science not yet applied in practical results, 
in the general lengthening of life, and in the preven- | 
tion and decrease of pain and misery, and in the increase | 
of working powers. Let them do heartily the proper | 
work of the Congress, teaching, learning, discussing, 
looking for new lines of research, planning for mutual 
help, forming new friendships. It would be hard work 
if they did it well; but they had not met for mere 
amusement. Let them resolve to devote themselves to | 
the promotion of the whole science, art, and charity of 
medicine, and let that resolve be to them as a vow of 
brotherhood and might God help'them in their work. | 
Their next business would be in the several sections, 
which would commence at three that afternoon.” 

The vast assembly then dispersed, and the work of 
the sections began at the — hour. 

Later in the afternoon the great Hall was a second 
time pretty well filled to hear an address from Prof. 
Virchow, of Berlin, on ‘‘ The Value of Pathological Ex- 
periment.” This learned oration, which occupied con- 
siderably over an hour in delivery, was in German. At 
night the English members of the Congress welcomed 
their foreign brethren at a conversazione at the South 
Kensington Museum, which was graced by the pres- 
ence of a large number of ladies, and proved equally 
agreeable and successful. 

In our next we shall devote space to a review of the 
details of the Convention and its various sections. 

The Pharmaceutical Congress was also held in Lon- 
don and was largely attended. The general opinion 
expressed was in favor of a movement for raising the 
standard of pharmaceutical education and of unifying 
the systems of the various countries, 


OOLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS OF 
BUFFALO. 


In the suit brought to test the validity of the charter 
under which the College of Physicians and Surgeons of 
Buffalo is conducted, Hon. George Barker of the 
Supreme Court, before whom the matter was argued at 
Special Term, has overruled the demurrer of the 
defendants and gives leave to answer the complaint in 
twenty days, on payment of costs; otherwise absolute 
judgment will be awarded to the plaintiff. The Judge 
hands down an elaborate opinion, of which the follow- 
ing is an abstract : 

‘*The Attorney-General, upon his own information 
prosecutes this action against the defendants, chargi 
them with acts of usurpation, in seeking to create an 
maintain a body corporate, without due authorization 
from the legislative authority of the State. The Attor- 
ney-General, in prosecuting the action, stands upon the 
provisions of Section 948 of the Code of Civil Procedure, 
which provide that‘ the Attorney-General may maintain 


of such objects combined. 





an action, upon his own information, inst one or 
more persons who act as a corporation within the State 


without being duly incorporated, or exercise within the 
State any corporate rights, privileges or franchises not 
granted to them by the law of the State.’ 

‘‘In March, 1879, the defendants filed a certificate 
which in form is a compliance with Chapter 319 of the 
Laws of 1848, entitled ‘An Act for the Incorporation of 
Benevolent, Charitable, Scientific and Missionary Socie- 
ties,’ was the same amended at that time. They were 
named in the certificate as the trustees of the corpora- 
tion, and have ever since acted in the capacity, and as 
the officers and agents of the corporation intended to be 
created. 

‘* The last amendment was in 1872, Chapter 649, when 
the text of the first section was re-written, and as 
amended reads as follows: ‘That five or more persons 
may associate themselves together for benevolent, char- 
itable, literary, scientific, missionary or mission and 
other Sunday-school purposes, or for the purpose of 
mutual improvement in religious knowledge, or for the 
furtherance of religious opinion, or for any two or more 


‘After an examination of the provisions of the gene- 
ral act in question, together with concurrent legislation 
authorizing the creation of literary and medical colleges, 
I am well satisfied that the legislature did not intend by 
the provisions of the Act of 1848 to allow the formation 
of corporations with the powers and functions possess- 
ing the rank and dignity of literary or medical colleges 
proper ; that corporations formed under the Act of 1848 
were intended to serve a less important and different 
purpose, and for that reason they have been exempted 
from many of the restraints, obligations and duties 
imposed upon institutions of the other and higher grades. 

‘* By giving to the Act of 1858 an interpretation limit- 
ing the powers of corporations created under it so as not 
to embrace a medical college proper with the powers, 
functions and attributes bestowed upon such institu- 
tions, the system of general laws relating to the creation 
of colleges is made harmonious, each act consistent with 
the other, and gives to the legislation of the Statea 
rational and intelligent meaning. To hold to the con- 
trary, that medical and literary colleges to be known as 
such can be organized under the Act of 1848 as well as 
under the Act of 1853, would make the system of laws on 
the subject inharmonius, confused and misleading. I am 
conviriced that it was not the intention of the Legisla- 
ture to suffer and permit medical colleges to be organ- 
ized and maintained, i the powers which are 
bestowed upon such institutions, without at the same 
time placing them under any other obligation and 
restraint than is imposed by the Act of 1848. 

‘*] think that all persons who may give to this sub- 
ject a thorough examination, study the history of the 
State relating to such matters, and examine the laws 
which have n referred to, will readily reach the 
conclusion that it would not be wise and safe to bestow 
upon individuals who may voluntarily associate them- 
selves together under the Act of 1848 the right of estab- 
lishing the degree of qualifications which uates of 
medical colle sh , and without being 
required to inquire into their moral character and fitness 
to practice medicine. 

‘* Beyond all doubt a corporation may be organized 
under the Act of 1848 for the purpose and object stated 
in the certificate made and filed by the defendants, 
that is to say, to establish, maintain and conduct a 
society for instruction in medicine, surgery and den- 
tistry, and in all sciences connected therewith and aux- 
iliarv thereto, and to maintain and conduct a free medi- 
cal dispensary. Such purposes are, in their character, 
benevolent, charitable and scientific, as well as useful 
and beneficial to the community. Such an institution, 
properly organized and conducted, would be a school with 
praiseworthy and commendable objects and purposes. 

‘*But the defendants, by their demurrer, have ad- 
mitted that their object and purpose in seeking to 
organize this corporation, is to create and maintain 
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medical college as such institutions are known to the 
laws of the te, and to confer honorary degrees and 
grant diplomas to its graduates. 

‘* The demurrer is overruled, with leave to answer, 
on pymet of costs, within twenty days; if costs not | 
paid and answer made within this time, then judgment 
absolute for the plaintiff.” 

An appeal will be taken to a higher tribunal ; but | 
whatever the legal result, it is stated that the college | 
will continue and its graduates be protected. 


NUISANCES OF HUNTER’S POINT AND VIOINITY. 


The investigation by the State Board of Health as 
ordered by the legislature, of the nuisances in our 
vicinity, it will be remembered, resulted in a proclama- 
tion by the Governor for their suppression, but as there 
seems to be some doubt on the part of officials as to 
where the responsibility lies, a correspondent to the 
daily Times very clearly states that it ‘‘can be met in 
the old way—of indictment by public-spirited citizens, 
who will carry their complaints to the Grand Juries of 
Kings and Queens Counties, so that no District Attorney 
or other official would have any but a very plain path 
before him. Subpeenas issue by direction of the Grand 
Jury, and there need be no difficulty about the facts. 

“The Governor’s proclamation was one step in the pro- 
ceedings, and I have not yet seen that any officer has 
stood in the way. Neither the District Attorney nor the 
Attorney-General proceed in such cases ‘‘ by informa- 
tion,” and it would seem to be the regular course of 
proceedings for citizens, either by complaint before 
Police magistrates calling for the arrest of the nuisance- 
makers, or, better, before their Grand Juries, to begin. 
Section 8 of the State Board of Health law, chapter 322, 
of 1880, has the following: ‘‘ Any violation of such an 





order (of the governor) shall be held and punished as a 
misdemeanor, and thereafter the Governor may, by his | 


“The Governor having been charged with this duty 
under this law of 1880, which he has so promptly met, 
the violation of his order is such an offense that the 
Attorney-General may be called to see to it that a Grand 
Jury may act upon and a petit jury try these offenders. 
Two or three public-spirited citizens, as well as a public- 
spirited press, can set this prosecution of the old nuisance 
in such shape that no official could stop it if he wished 
to. But it is not quite fair to sit dowr to bemoan the 
lack of diligence in District Attorneys and Sheriffs when 
the people who are injured are either too indifferent or 
too indolent to do what the Governor’s proclamation, as 
well as the traditionary policy of the law, requires of 
them, viz., To get up before the Grand Jury, present 
their complaints, both under this order of the Governor 
and also as a common nuisance, ask that the Attorney- 
General appear, come forward as witnesses, and then see 
if a public prosecution cannot be waged with as much 
energy and success as a private suit, in which one man’s 
wrongs are to be righted.” 

Our authorities should not allow the odor from over 
the water to conceal the one emanating from the 
slaughter houses and other sources on our own East 
River. They should both be taken in hand at once and 
a remedy found equal to the emergency. 


THE RIGHTS OF WOMEN AS PHYSICIANS. 


The International Medical Congress (old school) re- 
cently held in London, refused to admit to its delibera- 
tions, the lady physicians who applied, upon the ground 
as stated in our dispatches, that Sir William Jenner was 
authorized to withdraw the Queen’s patronage, in case 
they were admitted. 

Should this statement prove to be true—and we have 
no reason to doubt—it will bring about a storm of indig- 
nation equal in volume to the Beaconsfield question of 


order in writing, certified under his official seal, directed ethics, Antiquarian ideas must be expected to crop out 
to the officers of the county in which the said nuisance | occasionally so long as fossils continue to be the rul- 
shall be situated, require the District Attorney, the ing element in our fraternities, and this is one of the 
Sheriff, and the other officers of every such county to | ordeals through which woman has to pass in order to 
take all necessary measures to execute and to have obeyed | Show her fitness for the position she seeks. We cannot 
the order of the Governor. | conceive what difference it would make with a medical 
“The Governor’s proclamation, therefore, was not a meeting—for scientists should not practice snobbishness 
brutum fulmen, but will be found to have a sweeping | —Whether it had the countenance of the executive head 
tail if the offense thus constituted, as well as the com- | of a government or not, and the British is no exception. 
mon law nuisance, is brought béfore the Grand Jury. If these ladies were competent to receive their medi-. 
Neither the District Attorney nor the Sheriff have, | al degrees—and there was no charge that they were 
strictly speaking, this to do; but so soon as an indict- | not—then they hada right to sit with their peers in 
ment is found, then diligence on the District Attorney’s | Counsel, and it was an injustice to deny them. 
part can be inquired into, By the Revised Statutes,| We hold that any regularly educated medical person 
Part I., Title V., chapter 8, sections 5 and 7, the Attor- | is @ physician without regard to sex, peculiar notions, 
ney-General may be called upon to attend and prosecute | OF eccentricity of belief ; and special legislation having 
these suits on the part of the people. in view the interference with personal rights in regard 
“Indeed, under section 7 above cited more may be re- to either of these, belongs to the past and should be 
quired of him. It reads thus : frowned down by any intelligent body of scientists. 
“So. 7. It shall be the duty of the Attorney-General, | The rights of woman to study and practice medicine 
at the request of the Governor, the Secretary of State, | has long since been conceded, and to attempt her exclu- 
the Controller, the Treasurer, or the Surveyor-General, | sion now, will, we have no doubt, prove utterly futile. 


Wo prosecute every person who shall be charged by either) Considering the short length of time during which 
offense in violation of the laws which such officer is| Woman has attempted the medical profession, it cannot 


specially required to execute,” &c, be said that she has shown herself, on account of her 
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sex, to be incompetent or unfit to find her place in the 
great body of medical practitioners. 

What that place is, it is yet too early to predicate, but 
let us be generous enough to give her an opportunity to 
find it if she can. If woman is sexually unfit for the 
profession which she seeks, she will again return to 
the sphere from which she came, and none will be the 
worse for her attempt. 

But if, on the other hand, there is work to which she 
is better adapted and can perform more dexterously 
than her colleague of the other sex, then she should be 
encouraged by our aid to find it, and no prejudice as to 
sexual unfitness should stand in the way of our duty. 


NIGHT MEDIOAL SERVIOE. 


The first year of this service has just ended, and those 
who are in a position to know, assert that it has worked 
most satisfactorily. 

Dr. De Forest Day, in whose department in the Board 
of Health the management of the night medical service 
is situated, pronounces it a triumph. Dr. Nagle is also 
a warm supporter, and both these gentlemen have had 
ample opportunity to see its results. The medical list is 
kept in Dr. Day’s office, and on the application of a phy- 
sician to be entered on it an inquiry is made into his 
standing, and if he is eligible his name and the locality 
in which he will operate are recorded and then practice 
is sent to him in turn. 

Dr. Ewing has the general supervision of the service. 
He visits every case reported and examines into its mer- 
its. The police send him the details of the cases and on 
his receipt the physician's bills are paid by the Comp- 
troller, When he ascertains that the patients are able 
to pay he insists that they shall do so, and when they 
are not of course the city pays the fee. The details of 
the services are as simple as they can possibly be An 
officer at the police station takes the name and address 
of the messenger who reports a case and the name and 
residence of the patient. 
cian on the list who dwells nearest the patient, and the 
officer accompanies the doctor to and from the patient’s 
house. A report of each case is sent to Superintendent 
Walling every morning, and by him it is forwarded to 
the Board of Health. On these reports are the names 
and residences of the messengers, the patients and the 


An officer is sent to the physi- | 


station and a physician will be sent to them, and that if 
they are too poor to pay him the three dollars at which 
fee his service has been rated, the city will doso. It is 
no small thing, however, to consider that in the first 
year five hundred persons will have been treated by the 
night medical service. The cost to the city has been 
only $1,500. 

Dr. Nagle thinks that a day service could be arranged 
to advantage, with a uniform fee of one dollar, thereby 
aiding the dispensaries, which are sometimes unable to 
respond to all the calls for out service. 


STATE SOCIETY MEETING. 


The semi-annual meeting of this Society will be held 
at Watkin’s Glen, on the 6th and 7th of Sept., prox. 
It is expected that this meeting will be largely at- 
tended, and it will doubtless be a thoroughly interest- 
ing and profitable gathering, since many papers, upon 
scientific and medical topics, by distinguished writers, 
have been promised. 

The place of meeting has become historic, on account 
of the beauty and grandeur of its scenery. The local 
societies are preparing for the State Society a generous 
welcome. Secretary Hollett announces special excur- 
sion rates over the various railway lines, and members 
| are requested to communicate with him for further 
information. 

The Society which we are urged to support—by at- 
tending its meetings—is the-legalized exponent of 
| Homeopathy in the State of New York. Through its 
| recommendation four members of our school are each 
year honored with degrees from the State University. 
All legislation in behalf of our homeopathic public in- 
| stitutions naturally originates within the body of this 
| organization ; and by the energy and united co-opera- 
| tion of its members such measures as are likely to bring 
‘honor and stability to the cause are formulated, and 


| pushed to successful ends. 


The State Society is the foster mother, into whose 
lap has been poured, in times past, such treasures as 
| could be discovered and accumulated by county, local, 
| and central societies. This relationship and these con- 
| tributions should be continued, and a zealous interest 
| in the welfare of the State Society should be cherished 
| by every earnest homeeopath who resides in the Empire 








| 


physicians. On receiving the reports Dr, Ewing visits | State 


the patients and then all these details except the patient’s The h ned the Bociety in 1800, and th 
ose who organ e ety in , and those 


name are entered ina ledger. The patient’s name is | : : 
omitted because the book is open to public inspection, | who have made it famous by their efforts since that 
and in consideration of the feelings of those who are un- | date, have been among the strongest, truest, ablest, and 


able to pay the doctor’s three dollars the name is omitted. | best men in our school. To those who yet remain upon 
These names are not destroyed, however, as a separate | the stage of active usefulness, and to the strong sons 
record is kept of them and they can be referred to at any |of worthy sires, President Talcott appeals, soliciting 


moment. Every precaution is taken to guard against fraud that moral support and influence which a faithful at- 
43 : : | tendance upon the meetings of the Society will surely 
and imposition, and the utmost care is taken to give de- | bestow ; and in return he assures us of those intei- 


serving people the very best attendance. The benefits of ‘lectual and social advantages which ever spring from 
the service to the poor are incalculable. It is thought that | harmonious interchange of ideas, and from that inter- 
they do not call on it now so much as they will hereafter, | Course which engenders and perpetuates fraternal feeling. 


as they do not yet understand it. But ere long they | 2. — utataae te a. 
will know that if they are taken sick in the night and | sented by the Chairmen of ovdhe will be afforded, 


want a doctor they need only send word to the police | and medical politics will find no place. ° 
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A TREATISE ON THE DECLINE OF MANHOOD; Its 
Causes and the Best Means of Preventing their Ef. 
fects, and Bringing About a Restoration of Health. 
By A. E. Small, A. M.,M. D., President of Hahne- 
mann — al College and Hospital, ete. Second 
edition. icago : Duncan Bros., 1881. 


. 102. 

This little book, which is the result of the author’s 
large experience in the treatment of affections of the 
sexual apparatus, elegantly, concisely, and maturely dis- 

played in accordance with excellent judgment and the 
i pplication of good sound common sense, should be in the 
hands of every parent in the land. The text is simple 
in construction but still sufficiently technical for the 
professional reader. There is no subject of more im- 
portance to the parent than the one thus treated, and we 
sincerely _— that the work may have a wide ‘dissemi- 
nation with laymen. 

Our experience has taught us the necessity of more 
intimate relations between parents and children in rela- 
tion to the subjects of which the book treats, and the 
matter cannot have better introduction than by placing 
in the hands of the young a copy of the little volume 
which lies before us. 


Dre L’INFLUENCE DES MALADIES INTERCURRENTES SUR 
LA MARCHE DE L’EPILepsiIz. Par Jules ~ 
8vo., pp. 56. Paris Pub. du Prog Med., 1880. 

This mon ph contains the records of 38 cases in which 

the effects of intercurrent diseases or accidents upon the 
course and progress of epilepsy were observ In 8 
cases of accidents no modification was noticeable; in 
twenty-five cases the paroxysms were suspended during 
the course of the intercurrent disease, which in 11 cases 
continued some time after the cessation of the acute dis- 
ease. An elevation of temperature seemed to play the 
chief réle in producing these conditions. Aden his- 
torical chapter and frequent references to ‘cotablished 
authorities and well-known practical observers enhance 
the value of the book. 


L’ETaT DE MAL EPILEPTiIQuE. Par Achille Leroy. 8vo. 
pp. 90. Paris Pub. du Prog. Med., 1880. 
An interesting pee = the sudden onset of 


acute paroxysms in epileptics, leading, in the majority 


of cases, toa fatal termination. A series of cases, together | wr 


with full records of the -mortem examinations, taken 
from the case-books of Salpetriére and Bicétre, are given 
as a text for the work. Short but valuable chapters on 
the differential — athological anatomy and 
treatment, close the titrate of Amyl is the only 
remedy which seems to ler any control over these at- 
tacks. 


De LA TYPHOIDE CHEZ LES PERSONNES AGEES. Par 
oa soos Josias. 8vo. pp. 58. Paris Pub. du Prog. 
ed., 1880. 


THE QUINQUENNIAL INTERN ATIONAL HOMEO- 
PATHIO OONVENTION, 1881. 


The Homeopathic Quinquennalia came off in London 
during the week July 11-18, 1881. 

This assembly was open to all practitioners of medi- 
cine qualified to practice in their own country. 

The general meetings of the Convention were held at 
Aberdeen House, Argyll St., Regent St., London, on the 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday of the 
week of assembly, from 2:30 to 5:30 Pp.m., and on Sat- 
urday at 2 P.M. Sectional meetings were also held in 
the hall daring the forenoons. 

Rarely has it fallen to our lot to chronicle such a com- 
plete success, and the only subject for regret is that so 
many homeopathic practitioners were unavoidably ab- 
sent from the Convention. The officers of the Conven- 
tion were all present, and remained at their posts the 
whole week, and they accordingly received a very kind 
and ungrudging ition of their services from all 
the membe the Convention, on whose behalf they 
had acted. The President, Dr. Hughes, of Brighton, 
did his work admirably from beginning to end, and the 
able — he received from the Vice-president, Dr. 
Pope, of London, greatly facilitated business. The 
treasurer, Dr. Black, of London, rendered important 
service, and was constantly at work wherever help was 
needed. The secretaries, Dr. Gibbs Blake (Birming- 
ham), Dr. Hayward (Liverpool), and Dr. Burnett (Lon- 
don), were no less assiduous. All the members united 
with the officers to render our World’s Convention a 
great success, and such it has admittedly been. 

We cannot present a complete list of the names of the 
members, but we will give it as far as they were in- 
scribed by themselves in the ‘‘ Members’ Book” that 
ley on the table at the door of the hall of assembly. 

e will not arrange or classify them, but we will repro- 
duce them just as they came. 


MEMBERS OF CONVENTION. 


Dr. Richard I. Brighton; Dr. Francis Black, London ; Dr. 
A.C. pton ; Dr. . Weaselhoeft, Boston, Mass., U.8 


Dr. J i. Gitte Bake, sa Dittmann, si. 
Bets ; Br J ek Laverpest ; jae, Hi 
r y Wi ; 


L. Kennedy, 1 
B. Ker, 1 





The etiology and treatment of typhoid fever has | Dr 


formed a prolific field for patient investigation, specula- 
tive theories, and many practical results. The author 
in the monograph before us adds another stone to the 
literary monument on this subject. He shows the 
greater frequency of this disease in older persons (taking 
forty-five years as the minimum), than is commonly su 
posed. idemics and the absence of previous at 
favor its — ment. It presents an abnormal symp- 
oe ure diagnosis and a grave prognosis. 
= = thological lesions do not differ from those ob- 
in 


younger subjects. 

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE TRANSACTIONS for 1881, are 
already in press, and will ee | be ready for delivery 
Oct. Ist, prox. Secretary Burgher is to be congratulated 
for his promptness. 





Gersdorff, 

. Edward T. Blake, London: Mr. L. 
, Edinburgh ; ‘om 

, Pittsburgh 

Dr. M. M. Eaton, Cinein 

Dr. Duncan Matheson, 
&t. Paul, Minn., b. 8.: Dr. Lg oy Owens, 
. Neville Wood, London ; Dr. B. Rush, 
City, Pa.; = Ww = 


rmingham ; Dr. John H. 
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Brotchie, Liverpool; Dr., C. Durrant Welch, Cobbleskill, N. Y.; Dr. 
de, Paris; Dr. Peter Stuart, Jr., Liv ; Dr. George Wyld, 

London; Dr. A. J. er, H. Woodward. 

Chicago ; D: ; 


Boston, U. 8.; Dr. W. 
on ; : 


: | remembe: 


and others, are as familiar in our mouths as household 
words, and we were all eager to give them a brotherly 
hand-grip. Eaton, Owens, Foster, F. Park Lewis, Sawyer, 
and others, were newer acquaintances that will be 
cherished by many of us, and Aberdeen House will be 
as the place where they were made. We 
were individually so much occupied in making new 


-| friends that we almost forgot the music and singing. 


We remember, however, that Madame Liebe was there, 


New York; Dr. William Tod Helmuth, New York; Dr. Samuel Mor. 
gan, Clifton; Dr. Eubulus Williams, Clifton ; Dr. W. T. P. Wolston, 
London; Dr. Charles G. Watson, London; Dr. Scott, Huddersfield ; 
and Dr. Hugh Camerun, London. 

Thus far the list of members as inscribed in the book 
that lay on the secretaries’ table. A number of gentle- 
men failed to inscribe their names, and these, therefore, 
cannot be given. 

We now proceed to narrate what was done during the 
week, and this will be best accomplished by taking 
each day separately. 

Monpay, JuLy 11TH. 


The president received the members of Convention, 
with the ladies of their families at 8 p.m., in the hall 
of assembly, This was at first regarded with some ap- 
prehension by a few on account of its novelty. Most 
people are naturally conservative, and innovations are 
usually unwelcome. However, it turned out a very 
notable success, and is pretty sure to be reckoned as a 
precedent in such matters. Dr. and Mrs. Hughes re- 
ceived the guests on their arrival in the hall, which 
was tastefully decorated for the occasion with flowers 
and evergreens. At the far end of the hall there was 
a well-patronized buffet, with ices, fruit, and cooling 
beverages, together with tea and coffee, and eatables in 
plenty. Around the hall were exhibits by various hom- 
copathic firms, such as Messrs. Keene & Ashwell, New 
Bond Street ; Messrs. Leath & Ross, of Vere Street and 
St. Paul’s Churchyard ; Messrs. Gould & Son, of Moor- 

te Street ; and Messrs. Heath & Co., of Ebury Street. 
The works published by the Homeopathic Publishing 
Company were displayed on a desk at the right side of 
the hall. We cannot enter into the nature of the ex- 
hibits. Suffice it to say that they were objects of scien- 
tific and pharmaceutical interest, more especially from 
the homeopathic standpoint. We might mention that 
Messrs. Leath & Ross showed, as a curiosity, a pocket- 
case of globules once carried by Hahnemann himself ; 
and Messrs. Gould & Son demonstrated some very inter- 
esting objects under the microscope. In the body of 
the hall were various objects of scientific interest, fore- 
most being the microscopes. Dr. Blackley, of Man- 
chester, was very kindly acting microscopist-general, 
and Dr. Dudgeon was ery | the ladies by taking 
sphygmographic tracings of their radials; and some 
of the doctors were thus obtaiuing extra-mural instruc- 
tion in sphygmography, and becoming familiar with 
Dr. Dudgeon’s sphygmograph in particular, There 
may have been ladies and gentlemen present, and 
the opportunity thus afforded was eagerly made use of 
by them to make one another's acquaintance. This was, 
indeed, the real object of the president’s reception, for 
the members were from all parts of the world, and 
were mostly known to one another in literature only. 
Everybody knew of Dr. Tglbot, of Boston ; many knew 
that is dean of the Medical Faculty of Boston Uni- 
versity, and Sir William Jenner and the editor of the 
Lancet, pr ae very sorry to learn that the Medical 
Faculty of ton University is a. More- 
over, Dr. Talbot was the recognized leader of the 
American homceopathic team sent to the London Inter- 
national Convention by that noble body, the American 
Institute of Homeopathy. This American team was 
originally about thirty-five strong, though several fell 
out of the ranks by the way, and so did not reach the 
Convention. The names of Helmuth, Breyfogle, De 
Gersdorff, Bushrod James, Wesselhoeft, McClelland, 





and we still hear the melodious voice of Dr. Hughes 
singing a song, accompanied by one of his daughters. 
Dr. and Mrs. Jagielski were heard with much pleasure, 
to judge by the plaudits, and the lady who played the 
violin was specially appreciated. That is not a quarter 
of the singing and music, but that is all we remember 
thereof. All spent a most pleasurable evening, and left 
with a hearty a4 demain. Altogether, we may say that 
Dr. Hughes is to be congratulated on the success of his 
reception. 
TUESDAY, JULY 12TH. 


On Tuesday, at 2.30 p.m., the work proper of the Con- 
vention was | ede by the election of a Vice-president. 
To this office Dr. Pope was elected by a large majority, 
and the ability displayed by this gentleman throughout 
the subsequent proceedings fully justified the choice. 

This was followed by the election of four honorary 
presidents—viz., Dr. J. T. Talbot, Dean of the Faculty of 
the University of Boston, and special page to the Con- 
vention from the American Tnstitute of Homeopathy ; 
Dr. Breyfogle, of Louisville, Kentucky, late Vice-Presi- 
dent and now President elect of the American Institute 
of Homeopathy, and delegate to the Convention from 
the Institutue of Homeeopathy of the State of Kentucky, 
and from that of the State of Arkansas ; Dr. Meyhoffer, 
of Nice ; and our own Dr. Drysdale, of Liverpool, who 
may be taken as the delegate from the Liverpool Home:- 
opathic Medico-Chirurgical Society. The Vice-President 
and the honorary presidents having taken their places 
on the platform, Dr. Hughes proceeded to deliver the 
President’s address. This was of a thoroughly practi- 
cal nature, and a committee was at once appointed to 
report thereon. A vote of thanks to the President for 
his address having been previously proposed by Dr. Con- 
rad Wesselhoeft, of Boston, and seconded by Dr. Mey- 
hoffer, of Nice, and carried by acclamation, the Report 
of Committee on the President’s Address was subse- 
quently handed in as follows : 


‘‘ Your Committee appointed to consider the practical 
recommendations of the President’s Address, would 
report that, among the many valuable suggestions made, 
the following should be acted upon by the Convention : 

‘**1. The continuance of International Conventions, to 
be held every fifth year. 

‘*2. The appointment of a committee, made up of 
skilled pharmaceutists, say, one from each country rep- 
resented in this Convention, to correspond and co-oper- 
ate with the editor of the proposed new edition of the 
‘English Homeopathic Pharmacoperia,’ to the end that 
such work may be more correct and complete, and that 
it may furnish uniform methods for the preparation 
of medicines, and the notation of the same in all 
countries, 

‘*The election of a permanent secretary, who shall 
have charge of the archives and the property of the 
Convention, and make preliminary arrangements for fu- 
ture meetings. 

‘4, The placing of a full copy of the transactions of 
each Convention fn at least one public library in each 
country where the practice of Homeopathy is known. 

“J. P. DAKE. 
“ ALFRED C. POPE. 
** A, CLAUDE.” 


Then followed the presentation of Reports from the 
different Countries of the World as to the History of 
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Homeopathy during the last five years and its present 
state therein, viz. :-— 


Dr. Martiny, Brussels. 
** Nichol, Montreal. 
... * Claude, Paris. 
Germany and Austria,.. ‘‘ H. Goullon, Jr., Weimar. 
Great Britain and 
‘* Pope, London, 
** B. Arnulphy, Nice. 
** Sircar, Calcutta. 
** Bojanus, Moscow. 
** Talbot, Boston, U. 8. 


At a subsequent stage of the proceedings Mr. Martin, 
of Melbourne, presented a full report ‘‘On the Present 
State and Future Prospects of Homeopathy in Mel- 
borne.” 

Dr. Talbot informed the Convention that Homaopa- 
thy in America now counts over 6,000 duly qualified 
homeopathic practitioners, and is in every way in a 
most flourishing condition. The Belgian Report con- 
tains the interesting information that there are fifty 
homeopathic eo jians in that kingdom, besides forty 
crypto-home@opaths. Dr. Cigliano, of Naples, estimates 
the number of homeopathic practitioners in Italy at 
about 200. For farther details we must refer our read- 
ers to the ‘‘ Transactions of the Convention.” 

The subject then discussed was ‘‘ The Condition and 
Prospects of Homeopathy at the Present Time, and the 
best means of furtherin its Cause.” Dr. Talbot and Dr. 
Bushrod James made telling speeches in favor of havin 
complete deg.ee-granting homceopathic schools and col- 
leges ; ‘‘ Give me the young men to instruct, and I will 

tee the future of qty ee exclaimed Dr. 
ames. We believe it was Dr. ie who thought 
that in the Old World we must look to the gradual leav- 
ening of the entiré profession with Homeopathy until 
we arrive at the stage of- development in which medi- 
ous terms. In 
the New World, however, he thought independent hom- 
copathic colleges the better plan, seeing that they were 
o— an accomplished fact. He looked to the New 
World for compelling history to recognize the merits of 

ahnemann and of the earlier homeopathic pioneers. 


WEDNESDAY, JuLy 187TH. 


There were numerous essays presented for discussion 
on Wednesday, and amo them ‘‘ Thoughts on the 
Scientific Application of the Principles of Homeopathy 
in Practice,” by Dr. Hayle, of Rochdale. This is a 
ne philosophical treatise, and worthy of careful 
study, 

Dr. Hughes’ essay on “ Individualization and Gener- 
alization,” was well handled by Dr. Drysdale, who 
pointed out that geen really s for patholo- 
gy. To this Dr. hes was understood to assent. 

The question of alternating remedies was treated of 
in an essay presented by Dr. Martiny, of Brussels, editor 
of the Reoue Homeopathique Belge, and Dr. Bernard, of 
Mons, Belgium. The practice of alternating was de- 
fended by Dr. von Dittmann, of St. Petersburg, who 
wound up by saying, ‘‘If I can cure my patients more 
quickly by giving two medicines at a time than by giv- 
ing one I shall always do so.” Dr. John Clarke, of Lon- 
don, es the cause of alternation pretty warmly, 
and with no lack of ability, but the general feeling of 
the Convention seemed to be decidedly against the prac- 
tice of alternating as a rule, though it seemed to be ad- 
mitted as occasionally permissible. 

Dr. J. P. a of Nashville, Tenn., U. 8., presented a 
paper on ‘‘ Drug Attenuation ; its Influence u 
Matter and Power ;” and this was followed wee 
essay by Dr. Conrad Wesselhoeft, of Boston, U. S., 
— ‘A Plea for a Standard Limit of Attenuated 

The list of essays for Wednesday was bro 
close by that of Dr. Crétin, of Paris, on ‘‘ The 


cine and se, oe J would be synon 


ttoa 
estion 








The 


of the Dose: Hahnemannism and 447 -_ 4 
n Simon, of 


debate hereon was opened by Dr. V. | 
Paris, as Dr. Crétin’s views. 

The Wednesday's papers were well grouped, and all 
really turned on the question of the dose and the efficacy 
of the small, or so-called infinitesimal doses. Speaking 

merally, the essays were all against infinitesimals, 
though no points were really made against them, and a 
perusal of the essays shows that the various essayists 
merely go over very old ground, threshing empty straw 
by the way. Although ie essays were against the in- 
finitesimals, it soon became evident that the great ma- 
oy of the members present have unabated confidence 

nthem. Following in the wake of the opener, Dr, 
Burnett, of London, pointed out that the evidence in 
their favor was overwhelming, for a majority of the very 
best homeopathic physicians from Hahnemann down had 
lived and died in the firmest faith in the great efficacy of 
infinitesimals. Dr. Burnett thought that Dr. Conrad 
Wesselhoeft’s position had been shown to be untenable 
by Dr. Buchmann in his essay presented to the Conven- 
tion by the Homwopathischer Central- Verein of Germany. 
He called attention, moreover, to the remarkable fact 
that almost all the older opponents of the infinitesimals 
were themselves brought over to Homeopathy by observing 
the effects of theese same infinitesimals ; and also that 
these self-same gentlemen who now seek to ridicule the in- 
jinitesimal dose scored their own greatest successes at a 
time when they used infinitesimals almost exclusively in 
their practices. Dr. Burnett did not advocate the exclu- 
sive use of infinitesimal doses, but put in a plea for the 
whole range, from the crude drug right up to CM’s or 


igher. 
—— followed the venerable Dr. Dunn, formerly of 
Doncaster, who said he felt like an old war horse sud- 
denly roused by the blast of the trumpet. He heartily 
endorsed the observations of the first speaker, and called 
upon the younger men to be faithful to the truth, and 
not to remove the old landmarks that had been to him a 
guide through a long and successful professional career. 
Dr. Helmuth, of New York, then made a spirited 
8 h in favor of the use of the infinitesimal dose, citing 
ulsatilla 200 in ague, Silicea 30 and Asafetida 30 in 
bone diseases, as undoubted examples in his own prac- 
tice of the brilliant curative effects of the infinitesimals. 
Microscopy, too, came to the front in the person of 
Dr. Blackley, of Manchester, so well known to the entire 
medical world as the author of a scientific work on ‘‘Hay 
Fever.” Dr. Blackley argued in favor of the efficacy of 
the infinitesimal doses from his own microscopical ob- 
servations on certain exceedingly minute bodies. Alto- 
gether the feeling went very strongly in favor of the 
efficacy of infinitesimals. 


THuRsDAY, JULY 14TH. 


Three main questions occupied the attention of the 
members on Thursday. Foremost came an able essay 
by Dr. Holcombe, of New Orleans, on ‘‘ The Differential 
Diagnosis and Treatment of Yellow Fever.” It was put 
on record by the debators that even the allopathic prac- 
titioners in the fever-stricken districts of the late epi- 
demic roundly admitted the vast superiority of the hom. 
w@opathic treatment of yellow fever over all others. 
Then followed a paper by Dr. Carter, of Sydney, and 
one by Dr. Sircar, of Calcutta, both treating of tropical 
diseases. 


A general discussion then ensued on ‘‘ Homceopathy in 
Hyperacute Diseases, including Hyperpyrexia.” Here 
Aconitum, Gelseminum, Veratrum Viride, and Sepsi- 
num claimed most attention, the latter being discoursed 
upon by Dr. Drysdale especially. 

Then came the very interesting subject of cancer. 
Dr. Gutteridge, of London, presented an essay thereon, 
and the most notable debator was Dr. Clifton, of North- 
ampton. The general conclusion amounted to this, that 
cancer in its earlier stages is often completely under the 
control of medicines, and that in the later stages the 
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relief afforded by Homeopathy is very great, resulting 
in a notable prolongation of life. Its surgical treatment 
found but very little favor. Significant is the fact that the 
conclusions arrived at by Dr. Gutteridge were nearly 
identical with those of Dr. Clifton, although neither 
knew of the experience of the other previous to arriv- 
ing at their conclusions. 

After the subject of the possibilities in medicine in 
cancer had been ably discussed there came three impor- 
tant essays on Gynecol That on ‘“‘The Place of 
Mechanical Measures in Pelvic Disease,” was presented 
by Dr. Edward Blake, of London. This essayist dis- 
played a complete mastery of his subject. After this 
came Dr. Dyce Brown’s ‘‘On the Treatment of some 
Uterine Diseases.” This is a sterling contribution to 
the medicinal treatment of women’s diseases, while that 
of Dr. Blake advocates the wide use of mechanical 
measures. 

The third essay on a cognate subject was by Dr. Car- 
frae, of London, and then followed a lively discussion 
on the general subject of the treatment of the diseases 
of women. Besides the essayists there were various de- 
bators, and foremost amongst them Dr. John Moore, of 
Liverpool, and Dr. Matheson, of London. The sum of 
the discussion amounted to this, that mechanical meas- 
ures are, indeed, not infrequently absolutely necessary, 
but that a careful study of our remedies will generally 
render mechanical interference needless. 


THURSDAY EVENING. 


On Thursday evening, July 14th, the President of the | 


British Homeopathic Society, Dr. Pope, gave a conver- 
sazione to the members of the Convention and their 
friends at the Society of British Artists, Suffolk Street, 
Pall Mall. The a by the President of the Con- 
vention at Aberdeen house on Monday was a t suc- 
cess ; the conversazione of the President of the British 
Homeopathic Society was brilliant. 

There was no lack of song and music. Then if it be 
remembered that the walls were covered with beautiful 
works of art, that Dr. and Mrs. Pope met the guests at the 
door with true English cordiality, that the refreshment 
stalls were replete with fruits, ices, cooling beverages, 
and other good creature comforts, that 250 ladies and 
gentlemen were standing and sitting in chatty groups, 
or strolling leisurely about, looking at the pictures and 
listening to the music, but few will gainsay our opinion 
that the Conversazione was altogether brilliant. 


Fripay, JuLy 157TH. 


The subjects Da down in the ee for Friday 
were Surgical Therapeutics, Ophthalmology, and Otia- 
trics. 

Dr. Dudgeon lead the van by presenting, on behalf of 
Dr. Bojanus, of Moscow, ‘‘A Report on the Influence 
of Homeeopathy on Operative Surgery,” and Dr. Wat- 
son, of London, followed with a series of surgical opera- 
tions. The most important paper on this subject came 
from Dr.Wm. Tod Helmuth, of New York ; it is too ex- 
tensive for us to give even in outline, but we strongly 
recommend our readers to look for it in the next mules 
of the British Journal of Homeopathy. 

Dr. Vilas, of Chicago 
Therapeutics of Iritis,” and there ensued an interesting 


discussion on the treatment of the principal varieties of | 
The chief speakers were Dr. Dudgeon, of Lon- | 
don, Dr. Bushrod James, of Philadelphia, and Dr. F. Park | 
neral concensus of | 
| was elected Permanent Secretary of the Homeopathic 


iritis. 


Lewis, of Buffalo. There was a 


opinion to the effect that we must have recourse to the 


ordinary mydriatics in full dose to prevent and break up | 


any adhesions of the iris to the capsule of the lens. Dr. 
Lewis evidently scored a point when he recommended 
myotics in the treatment of iritis. The simillima are to 
be _ consentaneously with the mydriatics. 


e intended discussion on Dr. Cooper’s essay on Au- | 


ral Therapeutics had to be dropped from want of time, 
as the members dispersed to their homes to dress for 








| of th i , 
, presented an essay on tee) oe Quinquennalia Hi 


Tue FAREWELL DINNER, 


On Friday eg July 15th, the British members of 
the Convention invited their American and foreign col- 
ga to a farewell banquet at the Criterion in Picca- 
dilly. This dinner was originally a part of the proposed 
programme, but the Conversazione was substituted for it 
in the definite arrangements. However, as the guests 
began to pour in, a strong feeling soon became manifest in 
favor of a dinner also. It was felt that we could not 
part without dining together for auld lang syne. Ac- 
cordingly a small group of British members of the Con- 
vention determined to call upon their colleagues for an 
expression of opinion on the subject, and, if approved of, 
to collect funds for the purpose. 

The response was most generous and prompt from all 
sides, and in a few hours ample funds were forthcoming 
for the purpose. Thus it came to that about a 
hundred gentlemen sat down to dinner at the Criterion 
in Piccadilly on Friday evening, July 15th, at the hour 
of eight. 

Dr, Hughes was, of course, in the chair, and Dr. Pope 
in the vice-chair. The familiar faces of the ‘‘Old 
Guard ” (Drysdale, Dudgeon and Black) made one quite 
sure that it was a Congress dinner, while the nce 
of Drs. Talbot, Helmuth, De Gersdorff, Bush James, 
McClelland, the Wesselhoefts, Meyhoffer, Léon Simon, 
Claude, Von Dittmann, and pare showed clearly that 
it was 4: ional. Want of space poavents our giving 
the speeches ; be it enough if we say t our good Queen 
was not forgotten, that President Garfield’s recovery 
and good health were pledged, that the memory of Hah- 
nemann was drunk in wonted silence, and that we 
thought some of the best speeches of the evening were 
those of Helmuth, Talbot, De Gersdorff, Foster and Von 
Dittmann. A gary * episode was afforded by Dr. 
Moore in toasting Drs. Hamilton, Cameron, and Hilbers. 
Much good feeling was engendered at this dinner, and 
England and America were knit more closely than ever 

her, while the old homeopathic spirit inspired the 
whole gathering. 


SATURDAY, JuLy 167TH, 


The last day of the Convention was set apart for mis- 
cellaneous business. One interesting feature of the day 
was the presentation of a printed from the Ger- 
man Hi ischer Central- Verein to the Internation- 
al Homeeopathic Convention. This address is beautifully 
bound in embossed satin, and has been deposited with the 
permanent secretary of the World’s Quinquennial Hom- 
c@opathic Convention. After the appointment of an In- 
ternational Pharmaceutical C ittee, it was unani- 
mously decided that the Quinguennalia Homeopathica be 
declared a permanent institution, It may be mentioned 
that this is the second International Convention, the first 
having been held in America five years ago under the 

residentship of the lamented Carro]l Dunham. The 
mmer used by Carroll Dunham for calling to order at 
the first World’s Convention was brought from America 
by its appointed custodian, and handed to Dr. Hughes at 
the nning of the Convention which is now being re- 
corded. This now historical hammer is to remain as a part 
hica in the hands of the 
permanent secretary until their next celebration. !t is 
recommended by the Conyention that the place for this 
next celebration shall be Brugsels, the capital ee Belgi- 
um. This was proposed by Dr. Léon Simon, of Paris, and 
finally decided upon, although Dr. Talbot put in a strong 
claim for Boston. Dr, Richard Hughes, of Brighton, 


Quinguennial Convention, and custodian of its archives 
and —— It will be Dr. Hughes’ privilege to carry 
Dunham’s hammer to Brussels in another quinquennium. 


| May we be there to ace it ! 


BRITISH SECTION OF THE CONVENTION. 
Finally the British members of Convention went into 
committee to decide upon the place of meeting for the 
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next British Homeopathic Congress. Two places claimed 

the honor—viz., Northampton and Edinburgh. The 

votes were declared even, and cae the chairman of 

committee, Dr. ee ve his casting vote in favor 
e next Bri 


of Edinburgh. tish Homenonesthnte Oo 
will therefore be held in Edinburgh in ber, 1882 

The place of meeting having been decided upon, Dr. 
Valancy Drury, of Bournemouth, was elected President 
of the British Homeopathic Gaps é for “ee 

Dr. Gibbs Blake, of Birmingham, mating eas 
office of General Secretary, which he held with 80 
much honor ‘for over ten years, Dr. Dyce Brown was 
elected General Secretary in his stead. 

Then came a general good-bye wishing, and the mem- 
bers of the oien Quinquennial Homeopathic Conven- 
tion separated, strengthened for a renewal of the fight 
against ignorance, superstition and tyranny. 


THE ALLOPATHIC COUNTERBLAST. 
The Lancet has become alarmed at the advance of 


Homeopathy, and in its issue of July 16th it appeals to |}, 


the most grossly ignorant of its readers (and ae 
ly they are in a a to move the next —< 
the British Medi Association, to be shortly hel 
Ryde, to damn the homceopaths afresh in the same —t 
as was done at hey ton in 1851. As far as we are con- 
cerned the British Medical Association may show its silly 
ignorance and intolerance by daily damnations and hour- 
ly exe ications. It hurts nobody, and at least has 
the advantage of making one laugh. We suppose the 
editor of the Lancet knows his own customers best. We 
may remark, in conclusion, that it is not the Homao- 
pathic World which. is offered to the lay public on rail- 
way bookstalls, but the Lancet. Of course this is very 
proper and strictly professional, inasmuch as it is done 
by the Lancet. Perhaps the British Medical Associa- 
tion at its forthcoming meeting at Ryde may find time 
to teach the Lancet a little professional decency. 

[From advance sheets of the Homeopathic World, 
kindly forwarded by the editor, Dr. J. Compton Burnett, 
who will please accept our sincere thanks therefor. | 


MEDIOAL SOOIETY OF NORTHERN NEW YORK. 


The annual meeting of the Society was held at the 
Town Hall, Sara prings, August 9, 1881, Dr. 8. J. 
Pearsall in the chair. 

Drs. E. H. Eisenbrey, of Gloversville, and C. B. 
Walrad, of Johnstown, were elected members of the 
Society. Dr. C. Woodhouse, of Rutland, and Dr. M. 
E. Smith. of Morrisville, Vt., being present, were 
elected honorary members. 

A committee, appointed at the last annual meeting to 
revise the Constitution and By-laws of the Society, pre- 
sented the following report, which was adopted :— 

CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE I. Name and This Society shall be 
known as ‘‘The Medical iety of Northern New 
York.” Its object shall be the advancement of medical 
science. 

Art. II. Officers—The officers of this Society shall 
be, a President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, 
and five Censors, who shall be elected annuall ; and to 
each shall be referred the duties ordinarily evolving 
upon such officers in similar associations. 

Art. III. Members.—This Society shall be composed 
of active, honorary, and such other members, elected in 
such manner, as may be provided for in the By-laws. 

a IV. Adoption of .—This Society ma 

— such by-laws or An ey rules, not in conflict 
with this Constitution, as it may deem necessary. 

Art. V. Amendments.—This Constitution may be 
amended at any regular meeting by a vote of two-thirds 
of the members present, due notice thereof having been 
previously given. 














BY-LAWS. 


ArT. I. Meetings.—The annual meeting of this So. 

ciety shall be held at 10 o’clock A. M., on the second 
Tuesday in August, at such place as may be decided 
upon at a previous meeting, or, in the absence of any 
action by the Society designating the place, either in 
the city of Albany or Troy, at the discretion of the Sec- 
retary. 
A semi-annual meeting shall be held on the second 
©! Tuesday in April of each year, at such place as may 
have been previously selected by the Society, or, in the 
absence of definite action by the Society, at such place 
as the Secretary shall deem most conveniently accessible 
toa ma jority of the members, or for other reasons, at 
such p as may appear to be desirable, a preference 
for any particular locality having been stated in writing 
by at least ten members. 

Special meeti may be held at such time and place 
as may be decided on by a majority vote at any regular 
meeting or upon a written request of at least ten mem 
rs. 

At any regular or  _ meeting five members shall 
constitute a quorum the transaction of business. 

Art. IL. Election of Officers. —A majority of the 
votes of the members present shall be necessary to a 
choice of officers; which vote, however, need not be 
taken by ballot unless a request to that effect be made 
by at least two members. 

Art. III. Members.—Any qualified physician may, 
upon recommendation of two members of the Society, 
become eligible to active membership therein, and, on 
receiving a majority of votes of the members present at 

ony nee regular meeting, and the payment of one dollar 
(which shall include the annual dues for that year), 
shall be entitled to all the privileges of membership. 

Honorary members, not to exceed five annually, non- 
residents of the northern portion of the State of New 
York, may be elected by a majority vote, at any regular 
meeting of the Society. 

ArT. IV. Dues.—The dues required of active mem- 
bers shall be at least fifty cents annually, which sum 
may be increased from time to time if necessary to 
meet current expenditures. 

Art. V. Standing Committees.—Standing Commit 
tees shall be appointed at annual meetings on Materia 
Medica, Clinical Medicine, Surgery, Gynecology, P#- 
dology, Epidemic and Prevalent Diseases, their Causes, 
Extent, and Fatality, and such other subjects as may 
be determined upon from time to time. 

These committees are ex to report annually, at 
least a brief summary of the discoveries and progress 
in their several departments, to the end that as large a 
number as possible of new facts, observations, and re- 
sults, with descriptions of new instruments and modes 
of treatment be collated, compiled, and presented for 
consideration and discussion. 

In case the Chairman of any Standing Committee shall 
neglect or decline to act in the capacity to which he may 
have been appointed, and shall express a preference for 
another department, the Secretary shall have power to 
— such transfer, and to fill any places made vacant 

by resignation or neglect to perform the required ser- 

ce. 

Art. VI. Order of Business.— 

1. Calling the meeting to order, and address of the 
President. 

Reading the minutes of the previous meeting. 
Nomination and election of new members. 

Reports of Standing Committees. 

Reports of Special Committees. 

Report of the Treasurer. 

Miscellaneous business. 

Nomination and election of officers. 

Appointment of Standing Committees. 
Adjournment, 
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ArT. VII. Amendments,—These By-lavs may be 
altered or amended by a vote of majority of the mem- 
bers present at any regular meeting of the Society. 


Dr. Niver related the history of cases of typho-mala- 
rial fever of recent occurrence in one house in the vil- 
lage of Cambridge, the cause of which was clearly 
traceable to accumulations from a waste-pipe —- 
into a small cess-pool within a few feet of the house. 
The stench from the tub, covered with rank grass and 
weeds, into which the waste-pipe emptied, was very 
oppressive and sickening on agitating its contents. 
Convalescence of the patients began as soon as the 
cleansing and disinfection of the cess-pool was effected. 

Dr. French related the circumstances of a case which 
had recently come under his observation as coroner, 
that of a man found dead in an unfrequented place. 
The body was discovered by the odor proceeding there 
from, showing that decomposition began very quickly 
after death. 

Dr. Paine exhibited a jacket, made of strips of cloth 
of loose texture, saturated with shellac and glue, so 
constructed over a plaster-of-Paris model as to conform 
to the exact size and shape of the body. The appliance 
is designed to afford support in cases of spinal irritation 
and in mation. 

Dr. Paine exhibited ed sizes of hard rubber tents, 
of an original design, for facilitating treatment of cases 
of chronic uterine inflammation. In this class of cases 
there is almost uniformly excessive engorgement, more 
or less contraction of the uterine canal, and flexion 
either forward or backward, ther with very t 
tenderness of the organ, particularly when hetettel ep~ 
plications are carried well up into the cavity of the 
uterus. 

The utility of these tents is two-fold. They keep 
the axis of the uterus straight, in its normal position, 
and they also enlarge the canal when contracted and 
rigid, a result of chronic inflammation. 

By the removal of flexion, the circulation of the 
blood-vessels is assisted ; resolution of chronic tumefac- 
tion and engorgement is promoted ; the pressure on the 
tender and irritable nerves of the uterus is diminished, 
whereby the abnormal sensitiveness of the organ is 
greatly decreased. By the removal of the contraction 
and rigidity of the uterine canal, the application can 
be frequently repeated, almost without pain. 

In order to bring about a cure these desirable condi- 
tions must be established, for the reason that, without 
some form of mechanical appliance, their accomplish- 
ment by means of remedies alone would be very tedi- 
ous, or, in fact, in many cases, utterly impossible. 

The plan usually followed has been to apply daily the 





usual cotton tent, medicated with either wash or cerate, | 
first removing the hard rubber tent. The medicated | 
cotton is allowed to remain a few minutes, and, on| 
withdrawing it, the hard rubber tent is restored to its | 
place, to remain until the next daily application. By a 
persistent use of this plan of treatment, pursued dur- 
ing the intervals between the monthly periods, several 
very obstinate cases have yielded in a comparatively | 
short time. In some of them the organ had taken on a | 
degree of sensitiveness so great as to preclude anv at- | 
tempt at local intra-uterine medication. Nothing origi- | 
nal is claimed for this plan, except the form of the hard 
rubber tents. 

The doctor set forth the advantages of this method | 
by relating the history of a case, in which treatment, | 
having been pursued ten weeks, was speedily followed | 
by gestation. The patient had been suffering for several | 
years from sub-acute metritis, and although married | 
three years had not previously been pregnant. 

Dr. J. J. Peckham presented a report of the Albany 
Homeopathic Hospital. The number of patients under | 
treatment during the first six months of the present | 
year was 68. The number of prescriptions at the dis- 
pensary was 1,766. There are in the hospital, under 


| 


treatment most of the time, cases of severe injuries ; 
also, in the course of each year, many subjects of capi- 
tal operations ; also various forms dislocations and 
ih doctnieg apeweaiath. 
ich, the att 8 to the q 
The trul cmmertaies method of treating these dan- 
gerous and difficult cases is marked by a success ex- 
ceedingly gretifying and complimentary to the skill and 
untiring devotion of the surgeons in charge. 
Dr. read a paper relating to the new law pro- 
viding for the stration of plumbers, and the legal 


supervision of all plumbing work in the tities of New 
York and Brooklyn.* 
The officers elected for the ensuing year are :— 
President.—Dr. W. W. French, of Ballston Spa. 
aie eaiiens E. H. Eisenbrey, of Glovers. 
e 


Secretary and Treasurer.—Dr. H. M. Paine, of 
Albany. 

Censors.—Drs. J. F. Niver, C. M. Mosher, C. B. 
Walrad, J. A. Pearsall, L. Faust. 

Adjourned, to meet at Albany the second Tuesday in 


April, 1882. 
H. M. Parneg, Secretary. 








TRANSLATIONS, GLEANINGS, ETC. 


INTRAVENOUS INJECTION OF MILK.—In the London 
Medical Record, May, 1880, p. 187, will be found the 
report of Dr. Meldon’s early cases, in which he trans- 
fused milk with the effect of curing four out of ten mo- 
ribund cases, and prolonging life in the others. In the 
British Medical Journal, Feb., 1881, p. 228, he states 
that he has now performed the operation twenty times ; 
twelve were cases of phthisis, in which the — 
were moribund. In every instance life was prolonged ; 
but the general effect left on his mind was one of disap- 

intment at the very temporary improvement; and, 

yond prolonging life for a few months, Dr. Meldon 
does not, in phthisis, anticipate great results. Four 
cases of pernicious anemia were cured. Two cases of 
exhaustion were cured. Two were cases of exhaustion 
from typhoid fever, one of which recovered. To prevent 
the possibility of the milk being at all acid, ten grains 
of carbonate of Ammonia are added to six ounces of 





| goat’s milk, if it be ble to obtain this, because the 


animal can be brought nearer to the patient and the 
milk be transfused in a fresher condition than from aay 
other source. 


TRIPOLITH. — This is a substance which is used as a 
substitute for Plaster of Paris in surgical practice. It 
is a gray, very fine powder, —— composed of calcium 
and silicium, with a minute quantity of iron. Originally 
it was intended for use in stucco work, for which it is 
said to be particularly suitable on account of its light- 
ness and resistance to water. It is not known how it is 
prepared, but, acco: to Prof. nbeck, of Berlin 
(Berl. Klin. Wochenschr.), it has several advantages 
over Gypsum, It is said to absorb less moisture from 
the air, hence does not lose its cohesion on exposure. 


ith are lighter than Plaster bandages 
Ee pore Menno requi only three to five minutes, 
while Plaster requires ten to fifteen minutes. The 7rip- 
olith bandage loses water for some time afterwards by 
evaporation, and, though soon set, still feels damp even 
after 24 hours, After having hardened, a Tripolith 
dressing absorbs no more water, while Plaster must be 
rendered water-proof by coating it with varnish. T'rip- 
olith is sold at er pfenninge per kilo (in Berlin) below 
the price of Plaster of Paris.— New Remedies, June, 





* August number of the New York MEDICAL Ties, current vol- 
ume, page 187. 
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TREATMENT OF Wounnvs BY ImMMERSION.— Whenever 
it can be applied, we shall reduce inflammation, allay 
pain, and prevent septic complications by no plan of 
treatment more speedily and a a by submer- 
sion of the parts in warm water. Prof. Frank H. 
Hamilton, of New York, is specially due the merit of 
first recognizing and the value of this 
method, and in his and writings he has been 
untiring in his efforts te introduce and popularize it 
among American practitioners. Let us suppose that a 
case of severe injury of the hand presents itself; there 
may exist a compound fracture, contusions, ecchymoses, 
laceration of the soft parts, open joints, luxation, torn 
sheaths of tendons, or laceration of the latter, etc. ; the 
quest:on arises, how much must be amputated, and how 
much can we hope to save? Is it advisable to expose 
the patient to the danger of the absorption of septic 
matters, or of inflammation of the joints and tendinous 
sheaths, in the uncertain hope of saving a finger, or it 
may be only a part of one? Or shall we amputate all 
those portions involved in the lesion, and thus substitute 
for it a simple wound, and also simplify our treatment? 
Shall we sacrifice a member which after all will be more 
or less disabled, to save the life of our patient? The 
largest experience does not render our judgment infalli- 
ble. We may do a great deal of mischief by primary 
amputation. The wonderful recuperative power mani- 
fested in injuries of the hands and fingers teaches us 
that we should desist, if possible, from primary ampu- 
tation. The indications as to primary and secondary 
amputations are here quite different from those in inju- 
ries of. the arms or legs, and it is just here that the 
value of the method above indicated becomes apparent. 
If we treat an injured part by immersion in warm water, 
the necessity primary amputation is excluded; we 
may leave to nature the mn of the 
parts without endangering the life of the patient. The 
injured hand, for instance, is placed in the warm water, 
and we wait without anxiety until the wound has be- 
come ly cleansed, until all ous parts 
have become separated, the line of jon com- 
pletely established, and the temperature reduced to the 
normal standard, or nearly so; then, and not till then, 
we are to examine what has been saved, and 
how mueh of the same is worth preserving, and regulate 
our treatment scemmegy whether it be to operate at 
onee, or to await, it may be, the result of an attempt at 
cicatrization, or the exfoliation of a bone. The 
result of such an expectant plan of treatment is, as a 
rule, favorable, in most cases primary union being se- 
cured. Experience teaches us that operations on parts 
whieh are more or less infiltrated with plastic lymph, 
and have ksen the seat of inflammation, are generally 
well tolerated. 

It is in recent injuries that this method is particularly 
commendable ; where there exists suppuration, and the 
osseous and muscular structures are infiltrated wipe en 
it is contra-indicated, since it produces swellings of the 
granulations and the soft parts generally, and pus, being 
insoluble in water, is not discharged freely, so that the 
granulations become cedematous and flabby q 
with little tendency to cicatrization, and the pus is liable 
to undergo decomposition from its retention. . By per- 
manent submersion we may limit the inflamma ro- 
cess; the temperature of the water, say 80 to 90 r., 
though tolerably warm, is a few degrees lower than that 
of the blood, and we can secure better results than by 
cold applications. The part immersed is surrounded on 
all sides by a comparatively good conductor of heat, and 
the effect is at once obvious. Wounds thus healed ex- 
RAS Seeeeens O08 Beene wee seri- 
ous and, rapidly spreading phlegmonous inflammations 
do not oman. Pare water is a well known disinfectant 
or an , and such seems to be its action in this case. 

How shall the treatment by immersion be con- 
tinned? On an # , from six to eight days. By 
that time the process of granulation and plastic infiltra- 





tion of the soft is so far advanced that the obstruc- 
tion of the lymphatics prevents absorption of the poison- 
ous secretions of the wound, if such danger still exists. 
The bath has accomplished its end; it has helped the 
t over the d r of traumatic disease, and it can 
io no more. The continuance of its ase would unneces- 
sarily retard the process of union.—Jntern. Surg. Ree- 
ord, Sept. 1, 1880. 


EXcITATION AND INHIBITION.—M. Brown-Séquard 
(Le Prog. Med.) seeks to demonstrate that certain sub- 
stances, such as Prussic Acid, Digitaline, etc.. intro- 
duced into the organism, produce contrary effects upon 
the central nervous system, and upon the muscles and 
the peripheric nerves; on the one hand excitation, on 
the otherdepression. Also that certain unilateral lesions 
of the accompany different dynamogenic 
phenomena of the right and left side; and that lesions 
of the peripheral nerves increase the excitability of the 
nerve ranches upon the same side, while they lower 
that of the other side. 

Pruasie Acid injected under the skin produced very 
quickly a complete abolition of the excitability of the 

hrenic nerve and an irritability of the diaphragm. 

his is not the result of a direct action of the poison, 
If we repeat this experiment upon an animal, in 
which the two phrenic nerves have been cut, and which 
has been submitted to artificial respiration, we will see 
these phenomena of nervous excitability and muscular 
irritability persist for several hours, a duration four to 
eight times rthan ordinary. There is here a double 
action of which the effects are contrary ; the first act- 
ing upon the central nervous system, the second upon 
the nerves and muscles, of which it increases to a tenfold 
degree the dynamogenic power. which is only appreciable 
when these parts have been separated from the influence 
of the central nerve by section of the nerve. 

It is to be noted that these phenomena do not appear 
in all subjects, and that this conclusion only adapts it- 
self to nm cases. A peripheral. excitation, an injec- 
tion of Prussic Acid or of Digitaline into one of the sides 
of the thorax, disturbed the equilibrium between the two 
sides. In the side experimented upon was noticed an 
excitation of the phrenic nerve and the diaphragm, or of 
the nerve alone; on the contrary, the organs of the 
—— side lost very rapidly their excitability. 

n another series of experiments, the phenomena of 
excitation and inhibition were produced by lesions of the 
nervous system without introdacing into the organism 
any medicinal substance. Hemi-section of the base of 
the encephalon increases the excitability of the phrenic 
nerve and diaphragm of one side and lowers it on the 
other; thus the nerve and muscle on one side responds 
to the apparatus of Dubois Reymond, when the bobbin 
is distant 80-90 divisions, while the same organs of the 
opposite side are not excited until the bobbin is brought 
to 25 or even 5 divisions. Under the same conditions, 
section of the spinal cord produces analogous results, but 
in a lighter form ; and if the lesion is upon the cerebral 
lobes, the effects are nil. 

Another experiment shows the reciprocal action of the 
peripheral nerves one upon the other. If the sciatic 
nerve is cut we will find that the corresponding phrenic 
nerve has increased in force, while the opposite nerve 
has undergone a diminution of power. We have, then, a 
general formula, that in every animal organism, a dis- 
tant irritation. produces two effects, a loss or an increase 
of nerve power ; in the majority of cases, the effects are 
proportional, but not always; and the relation is not 
constant between the gains and losses. (T. M. 8.) 


Remepy FoR Locksaw.—A correspondent of the 

American says: ‘‘ Let anyone who has an at- 

tack of lockjaw take a small quantity of turpentine, 

warm it, and pour it on the wound, no matter where 

a is, and relief will follow in less than a 
ute, ” 
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In 1879 the California Legislature authorized a com-| Is THERE OZONE IN THE ATMOSPHERE ?—Two im- 
mittee of the Health Board to examine various localities | portant papers on atmospheric ozone, by E. Schiéne, are 
for the purpose of selecting the best site for a State hos-| discussed in Nature. observer, who has given 
pital for consumptives. e results of this invest: n | much careful study to the subject of ozone, says that the 
appear in the annual report of the State Board of Health | smell of ozonized oxygen does not at all resemble the 
for 1880. The committee makes any Sees ob- | peculiar odor noticed after a lightning flash. The true 
servations about resorts which already have a reputation | smell of ozone is, however, frequently noticeable in ordi- 
for healthfulness. Santa Barbara, for instance, is rec- | nary air, and coming from the clothes of persons who 
ommended for its equable temperature and general | may enter a room from the’ open air in winter. The 
freedom from severe winds ; but in summer the winds | ordinary potassium iodide papers are valueless as ozone 
are sometimes bad, the air is not very dry, there are | measurers, according to Schone, The humidity of the 
occasional fogs and the temperature is high. San Diego | air and the hydroscopic character of the material from 
has a remarkably equable temperature; the range not | which the paper is made, largely influence the depth of 
being more than 15° for the whole year ; the humidity | color produced. Paper coated with thallous oxide is 
is less than that of most towns on the coast, there are | recommended as a measurer of the relative amount of 
few fogs and no severe winds. Like Santa Barbara, | ‘‘ oxydizing principle” in the air. The paper is colored 
however, it lacks elevation and dryness in summer. | brown, owing to the production of thallic oxide, by 
After a careful investigation of this character, the com-j| ozone or hydrogen peroxide. The general conclusions 
mittee recommended that the State hospital be erected | are briefly these : 1. The papers are colored more deeply 
at Atlas Peak, on the ridge of the Coast Range mount. | during the day than during the night ; this difference is 
ains, within twelve miles of Napa City. This place has | more apparent during tho long days of the year. 2. In- 
of late years attracted considerable attention, says the | creased wind force causes increased coloration, because 
committee, on account of its equability of temperature, | a greater amount of —s substance is brought in 
its freedom from fogs or harsh winds, the dryness of the | contact with the paper during the time of exposure. 3. 
atmosphere, and its supposed advantages as a residence | Cloudiness and rain es; y influence the coloration; 
for consumptives. Its elevation is about 1,500 feet. Its | the heavier the rain the smaller the coloration of the 
mean temperature for winter is about 50°; for saummer| paper. Direct determinations of hydrogen peroxide 
74°, The mean relative humidity is only 45 per cent., | have shown that when the thallium papers are much 
which is considerably less than at the other better known | colored this compound is present in the atmosphere in a 
health resorts. The climate is warm in summer, but it | comparatively large quantity. Herr Schéne regards the 
is said never to be oppressive. There are no malarial actual existence of ozone in the atmosphere as, at pres- 
diseases. and the vicinity affords abundant facilities for| ent, an open question.—Lancet and Clinic, Feb. 12, 
camp-life and out-door exercise, 1881, 





Tue use of rubber bands in place of sutures in the; MILK As AN ARTICLE OF Diet.—The digestibility of 
treatment of lacerated cervix uteri is defended by Dr. C. | milk depends, in many instances, upon the temperature 
E. Herrick against an adverse opinion recently expressed | at which it is taken into the stomach. Few seem right- 


in the Medical Monthly by Dr. J. H. Warren, of n. | ly to appreciate the value of heat introduced into the 
Dr. Herrick says: When a patient poe herself at | system as a vital restorative. No more acceptable mode 
the office, and, upon examination, I find her with a lac- | of accomplishing this can be devised than the drinking 
erated cervix, | immediately freshen its edges, and slip | of hot milk. heated to much above 100° Fahr. loses 
a rubber band over the cervix to hold it ther, and if | for a time a degree of its sweetness and its density. I 
it is not too far, I send her home with the simple in- | am persuaded, however, that no one who, fatigued by 
struction to keep moderately quiet for a week and to use | over-exertion of body or mind, has ever experienced the 
daily injections of from a gallon to one-half gallon of | reviving influence of this beverage, heated as hot as it 
hot water, At the end of a week or ten days, | remove | can be sipped, will willingly forego a resort to it because 
the rubber band and ae to find union, and with a/| of its having been rendered somewhat less acceptable to 
single exception I have always done so, In one case || the palate. The promptness with which its cordial in- 
to re the operation before I got union.— Va. | fluence is felt is indeed surprising. Some portion of it 
Medical Monthly, Apr., 1881. seems to be digested and appropriated almost immedi- 
ately ; and I am certain that many who now fancy they 
VEGETABLE PAPAINE.—Papaine (the white, milky sap ee | alcoholicstimulants when exhausted by fatigue, will 
of Carica Papaya) produces digestion as Opium produces | find in this simple draught an equivalent that shall be 
sleep. In suitable doses it a most energetic diges- | abundantly satisfying, and far more enduring in its ef- 
tive action in all albuminous articles, white of egg, cas- | fects.—Med. Record, p., 315, 1881. 
ein, glutin, fibrine. When the solution is acidified the 
digestion is still more e- The experiments of the}; CANCER OF THE UTERUS IN NEGRO WomEN.—Dr. T. 
laboratory only confirm the results obtained therapeuti- | Gaillard Thomas, in a clinical lecture on sub-peritoneal 
cally. In gastralgia, in dyspepsia, in dysentery, in all | uterine fibroids, published in the Boston Med. and Surg. 
cases where the stomach is disordered, either from in-| Jour., May 12, 1881, says : ‘‘ It is a remarkable fact that 
sufficiency of gastric juice or overabundance, ——— in | negro women never have cancer of the uterus, and yet, 
syrup, elixir or cachets brings the stomach to its normal | as I have mentioned, they almost invariably have uter- 
digestion, and is used with great success in gastritis, gas-| ine fibroids. Some time ago there was a discussion in 
tralgia, diarrhoeas, infantile vomiting, etc., ete.—Zhera-| the journals on the subject of uterine cancer in the ne- 
peutic Gazette, Apr., 1881. gress, and a distinguished medical professor, of Charles- 
ton, 8, C., a gentleman of immense experience in the 
CEREBRAL TROUBLES IN DyspEpsta.—M. Leven (Ze | diseases of women of the African race, then stated that 
Prog. Med.) has seen dyspeptics suddenly attacked with | he had never seen a le instance of it. As another 
all the symptoms of a veritable py Bee attack | point of interest here, | may mention that although | 
lasting for several minutes, They might be considered | -— had the opportunity of examining a vast number of 
attacks of epilepsy, but a re-establishment of the digestive | cases of ovarian cyst, I have never yet met with a single 
functions removed the entire trouble. Many of the | instance of it in the negress.” 
cerebral conditions resemble epilepsy, but consciousness | 
is preserved—the patient himself is able to judge of his; Earty Maturrry.—Mr. Henry Dodd reports in the 
condition. But the chief point of differentiation is the | London Lancet the birth at term of a child weighing 
fact that cutaneous hyperesthesia is generally present, seven pounds from a mother fully matured aged nine 
but anesthesia never, (T. M. 8. years, _ two months, when she became pregnant. 
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THe DerecTion oF MERCURY IN THE URINE.— 
Kimmerer (Virchow's Archiv, Bd. 59, p. 459) exam 
ined both his own urine and that of two patients ; he took 
the urine of t days during which calomel had been 
dustedin. In all of the three cases he succeeded in de- 

Mercury in the urine. * * * * a 
process detailed Firbringer (Berliner ‘ochen- 
schrift, 1878, No: 23). This process has in common 
with other methods for the detection of the minutest 
Mercury the principle of the production of 
of Mercury by the introduction of foils of 
metal into the fluid to be examined; the h of the 

in a glass tube until the Mercury sublimates 
and is precipitated on the wall of the tube in minute 
globules ; and, by the admission of Jodine vapors, the 
transformation of the Mercury into a mercuric iodide, 
which may be recognized as such. by its characteristic 
red color. For the production of the amalgam Fiir- 
bringer employs the so-called brass-wool—a shredded 
foil used in the ornamentation of Christmas trees. 

For every analysis I took from two to five litres of | 
urine—a quantity about ee to that voided in | 
as many days by children of five to twelve years. 
The urine to be tested was rendered acid and heated to 
60-80° C. Then \ to % grm. of brass-wool was added, 


quantities of 
an 





i 
and left in the fluid for ten minutes with constant stirr- | 


ing. The brass-wool, after removal, was washed in al- | 
cohol and Hther, dried, compressed into a pellet, and | 
pushed. ito the distillation-tube measuring 0.6 to 0.8 | 


IopipE OF Erny. In Astuma.—The New York Medi- 
for June, 1881, publishes three cases of asth- 
ma treated with inhalations of Jodide of , with re- 
markable benefit. They occurred in Dr. M. Law- 
rence’s service at the Boston Dispensary. Following the 
cases are some remarks by Dr. Lawrence, in which he 
says of the Jodide of Hthyl : ‘‘ Its speedy absorption into 
the blood, its antispasmodic quality, and prompt reflex 
stimulation of the respiratory muscles, may reasonably 
account for its beneficial action in the asthmatic parox- 
ysm, while its power of liquefying and detaching accu- 
mulations of mucus sufficiently explains its curative in- 
fluence in chronic bronchitis. Experience has 
confirmed my faith in its remedial worth in a large ma- 
— of cases of labored respiration (whether due to 
chial spasm or to increased mucus secretion), and 
also in certain obstinate cases of dyspnoea, not due to 
organic pulmonary or cardiac lesions, where other reme- 
dies may have proved inefficient. In a small minority of 
cases it has failed to afford relief.” He does not recom- 
mend it as a substitute for internal medication, but 
rather as an adjunct thereto. 


TREATMENT OF GoNnoRRHGa@:A.— Mr. W. Watson 
Cheyne, Assistant Surgeon to King’s College Hospital, 
after verifying by a series of experiments the observation 
of Neiper that organisms are present in great abundance 
in the discharge of gonorrhoea, has inaugurated what 
may be call t.e antiseptic treatment of this disease. He 


em. in diameter, one end of which was drawn out into a | makes use of bougies formed of Jodoform, Oil of Encalyp- 
—_ tube 0.1 em. wide. The other extremity of the | tus and cocoa butter. These having dissolved in the ure- 
tube was then likewise drawn toa nig & ze, and | thra, injections of Boracic Acid or an emulsion of Hn- 
the wool carefully brought to a red heat, ring this | calyptus Oil are prescribed for two or three days, after 
operation a black sublimate is deposited on both sides | which injections of Sulphate of Zine, two grains to the 
upon the walls of the capillaries, a part of which, if| ounce, may be begun. For a day or two the purulent 
Iodine is evaporated within the tube, assumes in the | discharge continues, but afterward it steadily diminishes 


presence of Mercury the characteristic red color of | 
mercuric iodide, erally in form of a ring. 
“This result demonstrates the sensitiveness of the | 
method employed, for we oy safely assume that of the | 
1 egrm. of calomel which been dusted in during the 
8 of ten days, at most one-half was present in the 
urine, and that the mercury of this San tant was only 
partly deposited upon the lametta, so that, perhaps, the 
quantity of mercury really obtained may have amounted 
a than one-half mi me.”— Archives of Oph- 
Tom Cat Stypric.—Called to see Mrs. W. Found 
. her bleeding from the nose, had bled all night ; tried 
the usual] remedies in vain. Patient almost prostrated 
from loss of blood. This happened on one of our cane- 


brake plantations, where the physician cannot have 
around 


a ome at hand that he wishes. So, look 

the room I discovered a house cat ;. had its head cut off 
in a few moments ; opened its abdomen and took out its 
bowels; cut off some six or eight inches of these ; 
washed and lighted one end, and with a common elastic 
catheter pushed the lighted end down the posterior nares, 
leaving the other end out of the nose, and with a com- 
mon oe injected the gut with water and tied it be- 
yond the nose. Hemorrhage closed immediately and 
my patient recovered, to the intense astonishment of the 
canebrakers.— Med. Counsellor, Apr., 1881. 


PAaRASITES.—Benzine, applied freely, will destroy, 
surely and positively, all tic tants of the 
haman body.—South Med. ‘ormer, Jan. 1881. 

ACTION OF JABORANDI.—Dr. Simmons of Yokohama, 
has used Jaborandi and its alkaloids, successfully, in the 
first stage of cholera. He has observed that, although | 
four of the fluid extract of Jaborandi iy 
act nauseatingly, it stops the severe vomiting of cholera, | 
and produces the other effects of the drug. In one case | 
= vomiting, he used heuediounteniie 0.015 | 
Veit. Now 








with most favorable results. . Med. 
1879) N. A. J., Nov. 1880. aie | 


in amount, becoming in four or five days mucous, and 
ceasing altogether in a week or ten days. Brit. Med. 
Jour. 


CONCERNING CONSUMPTION.—It is within the memory 
of the elder practitioners that consumption, except in rare 
cases, was considered incurable. Looking at phthisis 
to-day, we are justified in believing that the = lity 
of recovery in the average of cases is considerably greater 
than it was twenty years The downward tendency 
is less pronoun The history of all diseases is that 
they have their periods of ebb and flow, prevailing more 

rally in a given section fora number of years, and 

en declining, and tubercular phthisis is no exception 

to the law of rise and fall. The younger practitioner, 

who has learned to look upon it as a frightfully fatal 

complaint, is misled by his success, and is inclined to 

attribute his good results to some special agent or plan. 
—Clinical News, Jan. 1, 1881. 


“CASTRATION FOR HystTeRra.”—The London Lancet 
gives an account, taken from a French journal, of the 
ecg of “ Battey’s operation ” on a young woman 

ears old, who was cured thereby of severe hys- 
te The operation was performed under chloroform, 
“with all antiseptic precautions.” The patient's cure 
remained rmanent. One detail, however, of this 
beautiful illustration of the value of ‘‘ oéphorectomy ” re- 
mains to be mentioned, and it is not unimportant. The 
operation was a pretended one, A superficial wound 
only was made. The result certainly justified the 
means.—Maryland Med. Journal, Feb. 


ARTIFICIAL INFLATION OF THE LuNGs.—Dr. J. 
Solis Cohen showed a small rubber instrument, like the 
bulb of a Davidson syringe, with a short rubber tube 
attached. The end of the tube is placed in one nostril, 
and the air is then forcibly injected. This enables the 
patient to get rid of accumulations of mucus and pus, 
relieves coughs and often secures sleep the same as an 
opiate.— Lancet and Clinic, June 9, 1880. 
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PARASITE CONFOUNDED WITH TRICHTNA.—M. Meg- 
nin (Le Prog. Med.) searching for the mode of contam- 
ination of the hog, found that, besides the exerementi- 
tious matters infected with germs of parasites which 
the hog swallows, and by which it is sure to be infected, 
authorities have also mentioned certain small animals, 
whose bodies are devoured by the hog and which may 
be themselves trichinous. Among these animals are 
cited rats, mice, moles, hedgehogs, lizards, and even 
reptiles, such as the sea-worms, tadpoles, and finally the 
earth-worms. Examinations, continued for a long time 
by M.M., have failed to discover any trace of these para- 
sites in the rata and mice in the environs of Paris; he 
finds, on the contrary, in the mole, hedgehog, liz- 
ard, frog, and in certain living eggs of the molluscs and 
annelides, small encysted worms in the sub-peritoneal, 
sub-cataneous and inter-muscular cellular tissue, which 
on superficial examination might be taken for trichine, 
but a close and continuous study have shown them to be 
different species of the larve of the spiroptera or the 


dispharagus. (T. M. 8.) 


Krnps or VACCINE Virus.—What virus have we now 
in use? Probably six or seven kinds: 1. We have, I 
hope, though I don’t know where to obtain it, virus 
direct from the natural vaccina. 2. We have human- 
ized virus originally from the natural bovine vesicle. 3. 
A virus resulting from humanized virus introduced 
again into the system of the cow, and brought back to 
man. 4. Probably a virus resulting from inoculation of 
the cow with small-pox matter. 5. It is not impossible 
that we have a virus from other versicular diseases in 
the cow, resembling vaccine. 6. We have the calf to 
calf virus, originally from the true natural kine-pox, and 
now descended through a long line of induced cases of 
vaccinix.— Dr. J. H. BureE, in Proceedings, Brooklyn, 
Dee., 1880. 


CoLor BLINDNESs.—Thomson’s instrument for the de- 





tection of color blindness consists of two flat sticks about | ; 


two feet in length, and one inch in width, fastened by a | 
hinge at one end and connected by a button at the other. | 
Between these, and concealed from view, are forty white | 
battons having the figures from 1-40 engraved upon | 
them, attached to the stick by small wire hooks. To/| 
the eyes of these buttons are attached forty skeins of | 
colored wool. The test skeins are three; light green, | 
rose or purple and red. These skeins are shown to the | 
persons examined in turn and they are directed to select | 
from the stick the colors which will match them on the | 


stick ; the colors are arranged alternately to match the | aneurism, 


Tue following comes up with the other stories about 
Carlyle now going the rounds of the press. The sage 
of Chelsea once asked an Edinburgh student—who te)]s 
the story in the Milwaukee Sentinel—what he was 
studying for. The youth replied that he had not quite 
made up his mind. There was a sudden lightning flash 
of the old Scotchman’s eye, a sudden p down of 
the eyebrows, and the stern face grew sterner 
as he : The man without a purpose is like a ship 
withont a rudder ; a waif, a not! .anoman. Have 
a life, if: it is only to kill and divide and 
sell oxen well, but have a purpose ; and having it, throw 
such strength of mind and muscle into your work as 
God has given you.” 


THE ADMINISTRATION OF PURGATIVES BY HYPODER- 
mic INsECTION.—Much attention has been directed in 
Italy and Germany to finding some means of replacing 
Tartar emetic, Ipecacuanha, and saline and vegetable 
purgatives of all kinds, by simple hypodermic injections 
of Apomorphia and Aloin (the alkaloid of Socotrine 
Aloes). Just as with a subcutaneous injection of Apo- 
m ia effects of nausea and vomiting have been ob- 
tained, so with a warm aqueous solution of Adloin (,;) 
injected in the thigh or forearm, there have been pro- 
duced true symptoms of purgation. In these cases the 
remedy does not act by direct contact with the gastro- 
intestinal mucous membrane. These, as the Paris Med- 
ical says, are very singular facts which call for serious 
study and verification.— Medical Press and Circular. 


Coca IN THE TREATMENT OF THE OpruM HaBIt.—A 
lady who had taken xvj grs. of Morphine, per diem, 
relinguished the habit, but within two days suffered in- 
tensely from insomnia, restlessness, yomiting and pros- 
tration. After the second table-spoonful dose of fi’d extr. 
Coca, the pulse fell from 115 to 85, and all her symptoms 
were marvellously improved, On the following day she 
ate, digested, and felt well. The Coca being continued 
ler doses, withim & short time she was entirely 
cured.—St. Louis Clinical Record, Oct., 1880. 

. Earle, of the Washingtonian Home, Chicago, 
Ill., has found the same drug of gréat value if the stom- 
ach will retain full doses. The Morphine can be with- 
drawn more promptly.—Chicago Med. Review, Oct, , 1880. 


LIGATURE OF THE EXTERNAL ILIAC FOR ANEURISM 
OF THE FEMORAL ARTERY.—This patient died in con- 
sequence of an accident 8 months after the cure of the 
and M. Combalat (Ze Prog. Med) found at 


tests, and to be of these confusion tints which experi- | the autopsy that the sack was transformed into a fibrous 


ence shows to be most commonly selected by the color 
blind. 


TEA A CAUSE OF EykE DisEase.—At the last meeting | 


mass, the circulation was established by the anastomosis 
of the ischiatie with the circumflex, perforans, obturator, 
and ileo-lumbar arteries, and finally, that the catgut 
ligature, which was absorbed, had acted in a manner 


of the British Med. Ass,, Dr. Wolf, of Glasgow, de-| similar to silk thread, that is to say, by cutting the 


scribed a pecular disease of the eye, in which there is | internal tunics, and not by adhesions of the arterial 
softening of some of its internal structures, which become | walls. (T. M. 8.) 
filled with floating, dark particles, the presence of which | 
occasion the appearance of spots before the eyes. He| TH PLASTER BANDAGE IN FRACTURES — Dr, Cos- 
came to suspect the agency of tea, on finding that all | kerry, Med. Chirurg. Fac., Maryland (April 15) thought 
the patients agreed in consuming large quantities of it highly improper to k a patient suffering from a 
this beverage. He has observed the disease particularly he fracture of the thigh on his back for one week, 
among Australians. A comparison of the numerous | or even for forty-eight hours. He indeed went so far as 
cases of opacity of the vitreous humor occurring among | to say that he regarded such treatment as justifiable 
tea-drinking populations, with its less we we in | cause for a suit for malpractice. By means of the plas- 
France and on and its rarity among the Turks, | ter-of-Paris splint, or even starch bandage, we can get 
tended to confirm his suspicion. He attributed the | patients out of bed in forty-eight hours. The plaster-of- 
affection to the tannic acid.—Good Health, Dec., 1880. is splint had been applied in seventy-two cases of 
}compound fracture, forty-four of these being of the 
HOMATROPINE, HYDROBROMATE.—After a promising | thigh, and the results were incomparably superior to 
entry into the materia medica of the ophthalmologist, | any to be obtained from other methods. 
this article is now seldom asked for. Its effects appear | 
to be different in different individuals, for which reason| Mr. LisTER has recently been making use of Eucalyp- 
most physicians have returned to Atropine.—New Rem-| tus oil as a substitute for carbolic acid in antiseptic 
edies, June, 1881. ' dressings. 
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ANTISEPTIC PROPERTIES OF Fics.—In the Comptes 
XCI., Prof. Bonchut speaks of some -experi- 

ents he has made, going to show that the milky juice 
ee een Cane 

. Having mixed some of it with a 

animal tissue, he found the latter well 


the end of a month. 

The Phila. Med. Rep. this fact into connection 
with a remarkable statement Prof. Billreth. in his 
Fr krankheit e tells of a case of can- 
cer of the breast so excessively foul-smelling that al) his 
deodorizers failed ; but on applying a poultice made of 
dried figs cooked in milk, the previously unbearable odor 
was entirely done away with.—Zel. Med. Jour., April, 

1881. : 





MeprcaL Journnars.—M. Dureau, one of the librari- 
ans of the Academy of Medicine (Med. Press and Circu- 
lar), says that the present number of medical ical 
publications for France and its colonies is 147; 95 of 
these are published in France, in Paris, and 52 in the 
departments. The German Confederation publishes 133 
journals ; Great Britain, 59; Austria, 
Belgium, 28; Spain, 26; Russia, 26; Holland, 16; 
Switzerland, 10; Sweden and Norway, 9; Denmark, 5 ; 
Portugal, 4; Danish Principalities, 4; Turkey, 3; 
Greece, 1. Total for all Eurepe being 583. In America 
there are 183 journals ; in Asia, 15; in Oceania, 4. The 
total for the various continents being 785. The number 
of journals created since 1679 sachet 2,500. 


QuEER TANIFUGE.—<According to Dr. E. A. de Cail- 
hol, a popular remedy for tapeworm the natives 
of Cuba is to eat every morning, fasting, the pulp of a 
fresh cocoanut, and drink the milk contained in the nut, 
until the worm is expelled. The doctor was recently led 
to prescribe this pleasant remedy for a young woman in 
one of the Southern States who was affected with tenia, 
and who, being pregnant was afraid of ‘strong medi- 
cines.” Four days after commencing the treatment, 
under. the operation of citrate of , the patient 

about fifteen feet of her tapeworm, and five days 
later after taking the aperient again, the first movement 
of the bowels b t outithe 
worm, head and all,— Southern Clinic, April, 1881. 


the lung all the stethoscopic signs of a cavity, h 
none actually exists. This occurs during pleurisy ; the 
effusion com: the Ju which d to it, and we 
hear the t and bionchial sounds which are trans- 
mitted to the ear through the medium of the condensed 
pulmonary structure. e further course decides the 
, the pleurisy diminishing, the signs of a cavity 
disappear ; if persist, there exists acavity. In cer- 
tain cases being present and the patient bein 
attacked with bronchitis, moist rdles are eramamaitted 
through the pulmonary tissues and may produce the 
phenomenon of gurgling.—L’ Union Medicale. 


Fase Cavirires.—We sometimes find at the a of 


THE Porson oF TyPHOrD.—Prof. Klebs announces 
in the Archiv. fur Hoperimentelle Pathologie, the dis- 
covery of the specific poison of typhoid fever. It is, 
rina is see tara dis tts 
-004 i . It is foun y used in those 
organs which are most affected by the disease, and has 
been observed only in connection with hoid. It does 
not appear that experiments were made by inoculation, 
without which the discovery can hardly be announced as 


such, 


Hor Watmr For Sweaty Fret.+-Dr. Gay, taking a 
hint from what he witnessed during & recent sojourn at 
the Hot Springs in Arkansas, has cured sweaty feet in 
many instances by simply directing the feet to be soaked 
for hours every day in water as hot fis can be borne.— 
Ohio Med. Recorder, Dec., 1880. 


; Italy, 51; | gland 


er lar, rtion of the | regi necessary. 
peer) . | ished and all respiratory distress has ceased, The oper 


CHLOROFORMING DURING SLEEP.—Dr. J. V. Quimby, 
of Jersey City, has experimented in three cases in order 
to determine the possibility of chloroforming a person 
in sleep, without waking him. In all of them he was 
entirely successful, and in two of them (boys) minor op- 
erations were performed without arousing the patients. 
Dr. Q. draws two important inferences from these cases. 
Minor surgical operations may be done with perfect 
safety and much more pleasantly than in the ordinary 
way ; and secondly, a person somewhat skilled in the 
use of chloroform may enter a sleeping apartment and 
administer the drug with evil intentions while a person 
is asleep.— Medical Advance. 


CARBONATE OF LrrHia.— The carbonate of Lithia, 
given in from two to four grains, will relieve the most 
wated case of cystitis in from fifteen minutes to 
fan hour. It is positive in its effects in this disease. 
Opium, or any of its compounds, will not give the relief 
that can be obtained from Jithia. In varicose veins, 
when the patient suffers such exquisite pain, its action 
is as prompt as in cystitis. In irritation of the prostate 
, or the urethral canal, there is certainly no 
remedy in the Materia Medica that will give the instant 
relief that can be obtained from the Lithia. — 8. H. 
Moore, M.D., in P. and Surg. Invest. 


A UNIVERSAL ANTIDOTE.—An Italian physician has 
recommended the Jodide of starch as an antidote for poi- 
sons in general. It can be administered in large doses, 
and is above all efficacious in poisoning by sulphuretted 
hydrogen, by the alkalies and the alkaline sulphides, 
and principally by the alkaloids with which Jodine forms 
an insoluble compound. It aids the elimination of the 
salts of Lead and Mercury. In cases of acute poisoning 
an emetic must be administered before the Jodide of 
starch.—_{Can Jour. Med. Science, from La France Med.) 
Jour, of Mat. Med., March, 1881. 


EXOPHTHALMIC GOITRE.—M. Tillaux (Le Prog. Med.) 
mapa a successful operation in this disease. The oper- 
ation was performed without much difficulty, although 
a dissection of the vessels and nerves of the carotid 
ion was The exophthalmia has dimin- 


| ation was made without chloroform, but three-quarters of 
jan hour before the operation, the patient was given a 
| potion optnne® grains of chloral and 45 grains of 
syrup of morphia. Nevertheless, the patient still 
preserved an active sensibility. (T. M. 8.) 


ALCOHOLIC ACHROMATOPSIA. — M. Galesowski (Ze 
Prog. Med.) refers to a chromatic perversion occurring 
in drunkards, and which is characterized by a continu- 
ance of the luminous impression beyond the normal 
time; so that if the gaze is turned from one colored 
object to another, the second one has the appearance of 
a color intermediate between the two, A blue object 
su to a red will a violet color. Attention 
is also called to the danger existing in the ion of 
this abnormality by railroad employees. (T.M. 8.) 


Gout In Brrps.—M. Megnin (Le Prog. Med.), in call- 
ing attention to the accusation of the Vegetarians, that 
our ordinary regimen was productive of innumerable 
evils, and especially gout, presented the feet of a parrot 
which had died from a gouty affection and on which 
there was found large incrustations of urate of soda. 
He also stated that in caged animals, freely nourished, 
cerebral spoplexy was not uncommon. A meat diet was 
not then the only cause for the troubles of nutrition. 





| Crrric Acrp For Peran.e WaTER.—One part of a 
| fresh solution of citric acid to 2,000 parts of impure 
| water, or water containing large quantities of animal- 
cules, causes the death of these organisms, and renders 
the water potable.—Pacific Med. and Surg. Journal. 
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New Mernop or ComBatTtTine INsomNIA, — Prof. 
Hoppe, in the Journal d’ Hygiene, April 7, 1881, men- 
tions a plan of treatment in insomnia which he has fre- 
quently found successful. It consists simply in rapidly 
closing the eyelids, twenty or thirty times in succession, 
and thereby causing fatigue of the depressor palpebre 
muscles ; this will be followed in a few seconds by an 
irresistible desire for sleep. The Professor recommends 
this treatment more especially in that form of insomnia 
which accompanies nervous diseases. 


ARTIFICIAL QUININE.—According to Prof. Chandler, 
of New York, chemists can now make a substance 
chemically identical with Quinine, and possessing the 
most valuable of its medicinal qualities in a iigher 
degree than natural Quinine. According to delicate 
tests it is not Quinine yet, but it answers all purposes 
of that drug. The production of Quinine not to be 
distinguished from that furnished from the bark is only 
a matter of time. The artificial Quinine is far cheaper 
than that which we now have.—Loutsville Med. News. 


To TERMINATE CHLOROFORM NaARcosis.—Schirmir 
uses simply a rolled piece of peper, like a candle lighter, 
which he introduces into the nasal meatus and then 
turns it round. In dangerous cases he “= the paper 
in aqua ammonia before introducing it. The idea is 
founded on the fact that the fifth pair of nerves retains 





its sensibility longer than any other part of the body in 
anesthetic narcosis ; and that reflex effects may be in- | 
duced through this nerve when irritations of other parts | 
of the body fail to arouse the patient. 

KNOTTING OF THE UMBILICAL CoRDs.—A case was | 
presented to the Academy of Medicine (Le Prog. Med.) | 
where a woman was delivered of twins which were in | 
a state of mortification or gangrene; death having | 
resulted probably a week before the onset of labor. 
The twins were contained in a single bag, and the 
cords were intercrossed and knotted together, caused 
by the turning of one fcetus over the other and after- 
wards passing between the cords. (T. M. 8.) 


THE use of electricity in the treatment of diphtheria 


MORTALITY ON THE GLOBE.—The Scalpel cites from 
Gazette Medicale de Saint Petersburg, a curious calcul:- 
tion the deaths and births of the earth. The 
nape of numbers 309,000,000, of Asia 804. 

,000, of Africa 109,000,000, and of America 84,000,000. 
Taking as a basis for calculation the average mortality 
of France, which is comparatively low, because of its 
splendid hygienic and climatic conditions, the number 
of deaths for the whole globe is computed at 35,689,835 
per year, 97,790 per day, 67 per minute. The number 
of births would be about 70 = minute, 100,800 per day, 
36,792,000 per year.—Lyon Medicale. 


Ir is not so very long since a suggestion made by the 
surgeon Carl Theodor Warren to remove cancer of the 
stomach was looked upon as ‘‘a beautiful dream of 
youth.” However, Prof. Czerny demonstrated practi- 
cally, about four ago, that a persen can continue 
to live after the whole stomach has been removed. He 
cut out the entire stomach, and stitched the esophagus 
to the intestines, and the digestive functions were car- 
ried on very well and the patient had good health.— 
Edinb. Med. Jour., May, 1881. 


EUCALYPTOL IN ALBUMINURIA —Dr. Bauer, of St 
Louis, reports several cases of Bright’s disease, with 
marked dropsy, cured by Hucalyptol. The patient had 
suffered from malarial fever, and there was enlarge- 
ment and sensitiveness of the liver and spleen. . The 
drug was given in doses of five drops in emulsion, grad 
ually increased to fifteen four times a day, with speedy 
relief from the dropsy, and an entire cure of the disease 
in ten weeks. 


FORMER experiments have shown that the region of 
the spectrum the most favorable for the production of 
chlorophy] in plants, is located between the rays.B and 
C (red). M. Bert (Le Prog. Med.), by a new series of 
experiments, has shown a second maximum ion at 
the point, the distance of which from the red 
represents the fifth of the musical spectrum.. Green 
rays arrest the devolopment of the plants. 


MALE ,.Wet-NvuRsEs.—The Journal de Sages Femmes 





was highly recommended by Dr. G. K. Smith, at a/| has a notice of a German physician in Pomerania who 
recent meeting of the Kings County Medical Society. | makes a specialty of supplying wet-nurses. He excites 
He has found that the application of a current ‘‘just| the secretion of milk not only independently of preg- 
strong enough to be comfortable and agreeable” will | nancy, but in men as well as.in women; ' An applicant 
both invigorate the patient immediately, and cause a | for a wet-nurse is always asked whether a male or 4 
profuse secretion of mucus from the glands of the af-| female is desired. The former is preferred by some 
fected parts, to the great relief of the local symptoms.— | families, under the belief that greater. vigor is thus im- 


Brooklyn Proceedings, August, 1881. parted to the infants, 


DANGERS OF VaGrnal InsecTIoN.—A patient, while| ALLOCHEIRA is the name 
stooping over a basin injecting an infusion of oak-bark | ter to the subjective error of 
with the Davidson syringe, was suddenly attacked with | the op 

in, and died in five days of peritonitis, as- rted by | Sev cases are related of this curious. affection. In 

. J. M. Dennison. We have often cases in | one the man had syphilis, in another he had received an 
which unpleasant consequences have followed the use of | injury of —— In all cases the sensibility, as tested 
a nozzle with a central perforation, which endangers the | 7 the esiometer, was normal.—Med. Record, 
uterine cavity by invasion from agents which are liable ly 9, 1881. 
to set up a fatal inflammation. 


—_— by Prof. Obermeis- 
an impression on 
ite side of the body to that where it is applied. 


PERICHONDRITIS AURICUL, with a case, by Dr. 
ELONGATION OF NERVES.—M. Quinquand (Ze Prog. | H. Knapp. It is very rarely seen. Began in cartilaginous 
Med.), presented a rabbit in whom he had stretched the | portion of meatus, whence it spread over the entire 
sciatic nerve on one side, to the point of anesthesia ; | auricle, with the exception of the lobule. No pus was 
then he performed the same experiment on the other | found at any time. e case was relieved in about 
side, when the sensibility retarned in a marked degree | three months, since which time there has been marked 
on the side first operated upon. This he calls by the | atrophy of the auricle.—Proc. Am. Med. Ass. 
name of ‘‘ mechanical transfer.” The elongation must 
not be carried beyond the point of anesthesia or the ex-| Onions In PaTuisis.—Dr. W. H. Pearse recommends 
in terms the free use of onions for consumytive 


periment will be a failure. 
—— | patients.—V. H. M. Gazette, Apr. 1881. 
Myopia in THe Horse.—The author in his examina- | : 
tions, found myopia four times, and thinks that shying, A Cask or HysTerRia In A CHILD of seven years, '5 
in some cases, is to be referred to this condition.— | detailed by Dr. Edward T. Reichart in the Med. Record, 
—in. Lancet and Clinic, June 12, 1880. ‘Vol. 19, No. 7. Such an instance is almost unheard of. 
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Acetic ACID IN Swati-Pox.—Dr. D. 8. Oliphant, of 
Toronto, writes to the U. 8. Med. Invest., June 15, that 


in 1878 he made note from Med. and Surg. Reporter, as | usu 


follows: The small-pox a ravages in the 
mountain district of Austrian Silesia, the government 
sent Dr. Roth there to test the use of simple vinegar, 
which he asserted would destroy the germinal cause of 
the disease in all cases. He declared that the germ 
was similar in structure and growth to the yeast germ, 
and could not live in contact with Acetic Acid. The 
report he made to Government on his return home was 
a ous one, of an almost universal success. Asa 
prophylactic, he ordered two tablespoonfuls of common 
vinegar, with or without water, one hour after break- 
fast and towards e for fourteen days. For half- 
grown and feeble persons one-half this dose, Fumi- 
gate sick chamber twice daily with vienegar evapo- 
rated from a heated shovel or plate. Dr. Oliphant gives 
three cases in which he has employed vinegar in small- 
pox, both as a remedy and prop ny tic, with complete 
success, He says that he cal in 1879 on editor of 
Canada Lancet, suggesting publication of these cases, 
which was declined for want of sufficient evidence. 


Traveling in the fall, he found in the Baltimore Ameri- 


can @ full report of special committee on small-pox to | 


Maryland Medical Society, closing with these remarka- 
ble words: Of all the various methods of prophylaxis 
and cure which have come under the potion of your 
committee during the recent epidemics, none have 
proved so successful as the so-called ‘‘ Vinegar cure.” 
Dr. O. wishes ‘‘some of the brethren would try this 
method of cure and report progress.” 


COMPARISON OF CHLOROFORM, ETHIDENE, AND 
Erxer,—Dr. Griswold, of New York, in an article in 
the New York Medical Journal, sums up a considera- 
tion of the comparative action of these three agents as 
follows: 1. It is necessary to remember that frequency 
of the aeenies denotes heart failure, and that di- 
minished blood pressure may show itself by respiratory 
failure from anemia of the medulla. 2. It is essential 
that the ibility of ny pee and LHthidence—es- 
pecially Hihidene—réduci the blood pressure sud- 
denly, even after their administration has been oe 
for some little time, should not be lost sight of. Artificial 
respiration should be continued, even though all evidence 
of cardiac action has ceased. 3. As comparative 
danger, the order is: Chloroform, Ethi , Ether ; as 
regards facility of resuscitation, the order is inverted : 
Ether, Ethidene, Chloroform. 4. The danger with 
Chloroform is silent and sudden, approaches from the 
cardiac side, and is difficult to meet; the — with 
Ether is noisy and progressive, approaches from the 
pulmonary side, and jmay be efficiently warded off by 
artificial respiration. Hthidene resembles Chloroform, 
but is less dangerous. 


HOM@OPATHIC PRACTITIONERS reserve to themselves 


the right and duty to use everything in the whole do- | regard 


main of ph ; their treatment is just 

to the law of similars, as far as it goes for each - 
vidual, and the porte of the law u the 
markmanship of each individual practitioner. Some 
can hit the target from al] across the field, and some 
cannot. Each one esteems his own acuity the measure 
of normality ; some are color-blind for the finer shades 
of a We are not all Carroll Dunhams.— 
Homeopathic World, May 2, 1881. 


Smet or Deatu.—Prof. A. B. Isham, of Cincinnati, 
draws attention to a peculiar characteristic odor emanat- 
ing from the bodies of persons in the act of dying. It 
somewhat resembles musk. Of two cases cited in one 
it was observed 33 hours before death, in the other 1 
hours. Heattribates it to the liberation of ammonia 
. — oil from the blood.—Am. Jour. Med. Sci., Apr. 


DIATHETIC SYMPTOMS FROM PIERCING THE EArs.— 
The operation of piercing the ears is a very simple one, 
ally submitted to from motives of vanity, and yet the 
distu attending upon it are sometimes of a seri- 
ous character. About fifteen years the attention of 
M. Paul was first attracted to this fact, and since then 
he has been able to collect 120 observations clearly dem - 
onstrating that scrofulous manifestions sometimes devel- 





op upon the lobule of the ear as soon as the wearing of 
| ear-rings is commenced. The scrofulous manifestions 
| appear under the form of an eczema, or of ulcerations 
which deform the lobule or leave it full of scars. Often. 
| times, in fact, the ear-rings cut through the lobule as 
—— as though the chain of an ecraseur had been 
| a The result is either a visible cicatrix or, if union 
| has not been satisfactory, a division of the lobule into 
|two. After such a failure girls are more than ever de- 
|sirous of having the lobule pierced anew, so that by 
| means of a suitable jewel they may conceal the deformi- 
|ty. If the operation is performed the same train of 
| symptoms will develop until repeated failures shall have 
| converted the whole lobule into a cicatricial tissue. M. 
| Paul has seen eight linear cicatrics on one woman. Sim- 

ilar facts have been recorded by M. Féréol.—L’ Abeille 
MAiicale. 


CASTRATION FOR DEMENTIA FROM MASTURBATION.— 
| Dr. W. L, Folsom, in a letter to the Mich. Med. News, 
says that in 1843 Dr. Josiah Crosby, then at Laconia, N. 
H.. and later at Manchester, N. H., with the assistance 
of Dr. Folsom and another medical student, and with the 
consent of the patient and his father, castrated a young 
man for approaching dementia from masturbation. The 
patient was 22 years of age, and was intelligent and ed- 
|ucated, He had ceased to leave his house, or to mix in 
society, and did not wish to see any one. He had been 
a coe by various physicians, but to no pur. 
pose. e operation completely cured and restored him 
to usefulness. He afterward became an active business 
man. Dr. Folsom believes that this was the only treat- 
ment that could have saved the patient. He believes 
that there are many just such cases throughout the land 
which can be cu in no other way. Superintendents 
of insane asylums, especially, should, by the consent of 
the man’s friends, castrate hopeless cases of dementia 
from masturbation. 


THE PHYSIOLOGICAL ACTION OF ALCOHOL.—Experi- 
ments made by Dr. Reiss with absolute alcohol, diluted 
to 40 per cent. ,|show a considerable decrease of the most 
important congtituents of the urine, and an increase of 
the weight of the body amounting to 880 grammes. The 
temperature agd pulse ane | normal, Considering 
that the c f diet to one richer in nitrogen ought to 
have produced att-increase in the amount of nitrogen ex- 
c , and that diuresis was increased, and consequent- 
ly a tendency to a more abundant excretion of urine, the 
result obtained demonstrates anew that alcohol is to be 
led as a food, and that its favorable influence upon 
the condition of the organism is attributable, not alone 
to its stimulating, but also to its nourishing properties. 
—Schmidt's Jahrbucher, Jan. 27, 1881. 


REcTAL ALIMENTATION.—From experiments made in 
Prof. Vulpian’s laboratory, M. Catillon infers that in 
order to secure the full benefits of injected foods, 
they should first be transformed into peptones. For one 
enema he used—peptones of meat (the solution saturated 
at 19c.) 40 grammes (about 14¢ ounce); water, 100 grammes 
os ounces); Laudanum, a few drops, and bi car- 

of soda, 30 centigrammes (44¢ grs.)—L’ Abeille 
MAicale. 


NITRATE OF SILVER Stains.—Ten parts Sal ammoniac 
and ten parts Corrosive sublimate in one hundred parts 
of water will remove silver stains from the hands and 
linen without damage.—Am. Jowr. Pharmacy. 
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MepIcAL LEGISLATION.—From information in our 
hands we should judge that the ‘ — impression ” 
referred to by a correspondent in our last, in respect to the 
proposed legislation in Maryland, regarding practition- 
ers of medicine, was not based upon — im the daily 
newspapers. According to our view the author of the 
»roposed law deserved much credit for his almost single 
Pamted effort in behalf of the regular profession, and we 
regret that there should have been differences 
ing the subject, which could not be harmonized. All we 
can say is, that we are satisfied that the parties to the 
controversy are honorable gentlemen who honestly dif- 
fer as to opinions and modes, which they have an un- 
doubted right to do, but we cannot be a party to their 
further perpetuation. 


Tue Ox-AortTA LIGATURE.—Ligatures made of stri 
cut from the aorta of the ox are the latest novelties in 
surgery. Like all connective tissue substances they un- 
dergo gradual absorption and thus spontaneously disap- 
pear from internal organs, which is a great advantage, 
but they have the additional advantage over catgut, 
which is the submucus connective tissue of the sheep’s 
intestine, in that they may be cut fresh, whereas the 
catgut must partially decompose before it can be stripped 
off.—Oin. Lancet and Clinic, Apr. 30, 1881. 


InpDIA RUBBER SuRGICAL APPARATUS.—In order to 
»yrevent India rubber surgical apparatus from becoming 
coal and brittle, and losing their elasticity, or to restore 





it to them, Dr. Pol recommends that they should be 
steeped ina mixture of one part of Ammonia to two 
parts of water, and to be left in it from some minutes to 
half an hour, or an hour at the most, until they regain | 
their original elasticity.—Cin. Lancet and Clinic, April | 
30, 1881. 


A MuUNIFICENT BEQuEST.—Francesco Rizzoli, Profess- 
or of Surgery at the University of Bologna, who died re- | 
cently, has bequeathed his vast wealth, estimated at 
nearly 6,000,000 francs, to the municipality of Bologna, 
with the stipulation that it is to be devoted to the com- 
pletion and maintenance of the model Orthopedic Hos- 
pital on his estate at San Micoele, in Bosco, an institu- 
tion on which he had, during his lifetime, expended a 
sum of 2,000,000 francs.— Lancet. 


ANASTHETIZING THE PHARNYNX.—A simple and cer- 
tain method is the interruption of conduction of the | 
sensory nerves of the pharynx 4 | cold, as by means of 
Richardson’s spray producer, which has been modified 
by Rossbach so that the spray issues by the little open- 
ings, which are arranged to play upon the nerves of 
both sides at once. Anesthesia is produced in from one 
to two minites,—London Medi-al Times. 





Tue AcrD OF THE DRosERA INFERMEDIA.—It has 
long been known that the Droseracee contain a persed 
acid juice, which takes an active part in the animal | 
economy. Stein (Ziom. Rundsc.) on examination found | 
this juice to be Citric acid. Since all the varieties of this | 
plant are morphologically and physiologically alike, it| 
can with safety be asserted that they all contain Citric 
acid,{T. M. 8.) 


Meprcat investigation has shown that some of the | 
occupations for children at kindergarten schools are cal- | 
culated to injeze the eyesight. Among these are, the | 
pricking of holes over a tracing on paper, braiding | 
bright-colored bands of paper, or sewi ne silk upon 
tracings. — Va. Med. Monthly, April, 1881. 

A CONSULTATION.— 
A single doctor like a sculler plies, 

patient rs and by inches dies, 
like a pair of oars, 


The 

But two 

Waft him with swiftness to the Stygian shores, — London 
Med. Gazette, 


| Preseri 


Tae Medical Record is not more anxious about our 
display eB eee knowledge than we are of its 
ignorance of therapeutics. Our includes the 
subjective phenomena as well as the ob ve, as Wat- 
son has so truly said it should; but our contemporary 
evidently can only appreciate the former. We shall en- 
deavor to keep patho! ogy and therapeutics in most inti- 
mate relation—as they s d be kept; and from this 
we can expect the best practical results to suffering 
humanity. 

MASSACHUSETTS CoLOR-BLIND Law. —The Legisla- 
ture of Massachusetts has passed an act, which took 
effect on July ist, providing for the medical exam- 
ination of railroad employés whose employment re- 
quires them to distinguish form or color signals. Such 
examinations are to be repeated at least once every two 
years. The penalty for each violation is to be a fine of 
one hundred dollars, 

Diep,—E. T. Ricuarpson, M.D., a highly respected 
hysician of Brooklyn, N. Y., died, ainaeee 1h at his 
ome in that city, of paralysis of the heart, at the age 

of 67. He was born in Danvers, Mass., graduated at 
Brown University, and settled in Brooklyn in 1856. He 
leaves a la rele of mourning friends, both in the 
profession and out of it, for he was a most genial and 
warm-hearted man. 


Pror, Skopa.—The Cable, on June 14, announced the 
death of Dr. Josef Skoda, the distinguished professor 
at Vienna, Prof. Skoda was one of the first to popular- 
ize the use of the stethoscope, was a great authority on 
pathological anatomy and on the varicus methods of 
auscultation and percussion, and was considered the 
head of the New German School of diagnosis. 


IT is rumored that a fusion is to take place of the two 
colleges of our school in St. Louis! We hope it is 
true, and wish that it might extend further, for we 
have too many so-called col in the country, Even 
one absolutely first-class institution is all we need, and 
would do much better work than the dozen or so now 
do! 


Dr. W. H. Winstow has gone abroad to visit the 
Hospitals of Dublin and Edinburgh, more particularly 
to observe the treatment of diseases of the = and Ear. 
Messrs. Boericke and Tafel will publish his forthcoming 
work on the Ear. 


ALBUMEN IN Urtne.—Bodecker adds to the urine a 
slight excess of acetic acid and then a few drops of a sol- 
ution of ide of Potassium. The mixture is 
now warmed, and the smallest trace of albumen causes 
a turbidity. 


THE frequent occurrence of diseases of the ear in the 


| course of acute exanthemata and all infectious diseases 


shows the wisdom of an early examination of the ears 
in all such cases that the treatment may be promptly 
rendered. 


Dr. Geo. H. Martrtn, of Boston University, class of 
’81, has joined his uncle, our esteemed coll e, Dr. C. 
B. Currier, at San Francisco, and our friends ld bear 
them in mind in referring patients. 


Tue N. Y. OpatHatmic Hosprrat reports for July : 
ons, 8,299; new patients, 506; ents resident 
in the Hospital, 12; average daily atte: , 127; larg- 
est daily attendance, 197. 


Dr. .. P. WiLLraMson, chief of staff, re 729 pa- 
tients treated at the H ic Hospital, W. I., for 
July, with a death-rate of 2.02 per cent. 








